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• How can we pay for protecting and maintaining 
nature and environmental services?

• How can we develop sustainable livelihoods 
for people living on the Danube?

Questions:
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Payments for Environmental Services 

and Sustainable Financing 

in the Danube River Basin

• WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme 

• WWF Macroeconomic Policy for Sustainable 
Development Office (Washington)

• WWF European Policy Office (Brussels)

• WWF Freshwater and Forestry Programmes



Small-scale initiatives



Danube Delta

Ecotourism

Extensive agriculture



• How to scale up payments for environmental 
services to an international watershed level?

• How to make them part of integrated river basin 
management schemes? 

• How can we ensure that PES schemes deliver 
significant environmental and rural development 
benefits? 

Questions:
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Problems with scaling-up:

• Identifying clear services, benefits

• Beneficiary who is willing and able to pay

• Free-rider problem

=>  Without public-sector, PES small-scale

• Potential for nutrient-trading scheme at river 
basin level? 



Downstream-Upstream payments?

Unrealistic…

Danube River Basin



Tisza River Basin

Downstream-
upstream payments 
on the Tisza?

More realistic, and to a 
certain extent happening



A window 

of opportunity…



Danube-Carpathian Summit, 2001



Water Framework Directive, 
Habitats Directive



Agri-Environmental and 
Rural Development Funds



Agri-environmental, other payments

• Ongoing programming for 2007-13

• Need to optimise payments schemes

• Ensure uptake and effective use of schemes

• Sustainability of schemes – political support

• Need to create links to market – retail 

National-level payments



EU Enlargement, 
European Neighbourhood Policy

ICPDR, Best Practice guidelines

Scaling-up…
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• Use of standard payments and resistance to 
targeting creates problems of adverse selection

• Environment vs. disguised form of income 
support?

• Agri-environmental schemes “bolted on” to 
productivist Common Agriculture Policy

• Unclear future of EU funding schemes (WTO, 
political support)

Some problems, issues…



• To what extent will EU taxpayers be prepared 
to continue financing green payments when 
benefits are hard to quantify and slow to 
appear?

• Can we expect EU policymakers to defend 
green payments against rent-seeking farmers?

• Will farmers be willing and able to fulfil their 
role as stewards of “artefactual” rural 
landscapes?

Some problems, issues…



• Establish clear baselines, clearer conservation 
goals, and monitoring procedures

• Ensure effective targeting and delivery of schemes

• Ensure up-take, as well as popular support and 
understanding for schemes

• Ensure coordination and scaling up from local to 
national and river-basin scale

Challenges…



Role for WWF, NGOs

• Facilitate cooperation

• Mobilise knowledge, resources

• Raise awareness, understanding



Thank you for your attention!

Andreas Beckmann , WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme

www.panda.org/dcpo; abeckmann@wwfdcp.org


