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Settling on floodplains has enormous advantages

and at the same time poses great risks



Shortcomings of past FM Practices

Emphasis has been on ‘Control’ rather than ‘Management’
FC measures have been Ad-hoc and stand alone
Reactive rather than proactive

Emphasis has been largely on structural measures
Monodisciplinary

River morphological behaviour is not factored

Lessons from past failures have rarely been learnt



New challenges!
Absolute safety against flooding is a
myth

Increasing Flood Risks due to
development activities

Climate change uncertainity

Growing environmental concerns



Integrated Flood Management:
Aims

— Sustainable development: balancing
development needs and flood risks

— Maximising net-benefits: ensure livelihood
security and poverty alleviation thereby
reducing vulnerability

— Minimising loss of life

— Environmental preservation



Sustainable Development

Development thatrfieets the needs of the present
without compromising the abillity dfiture
generationso meet their own needs.”

Intragenerational equity: livelihood security

Intergenerational equity: viability of ecosystems
and flood plain functions

In the flood management context mainly on the vialiity of
floodplain use in the long term



« Sustainable development in the context of
flooding means accepting the inevitabllity
of flood occurrence and uncertainty of flood

Impacts and developing strategies to cope
with this reality. »

J.W. Handmer, Flood Hazard and Sustainable Developmen
Published in: Floods, Parker, D.J. (ed.) 2000



Integrated Flood Management (IFM)

Integrated Flood Management (IFM) refers to the
Integration of land and water management in a river
basin using a combination of measures that focus on
coping with floods within a framework of IWRIsind
adopting risk management principles while
recognizing that floods have beneficial impacts and
can never be fully controlled

WMO 2004: Integrated Flood Management Concept Paper

Associated Programme on Flood Management Technicaliident No.1



IFM HelpDesk

A facility that will provide

related to flood issues to
countries that want to adopt
the IFM concept

No Disaster Assistance or
Flood Emergency Response Functions !!!



Service Spectrum

Existing Under Development



Service Spectrum (cont.)



Objectives of the HelpDesk

Provide to relevant flood management
iInformation;
Provide mfavour of

IFM In countries or river basins in developing letegm
flood management policies, strategies and insbimaii
arrangements;

Serve as é

iInevarious fields such as
hydrology, river engineering, legal and institutabn
development, ecology, sociology and development
economics.

Provide a continuous ard
: _ im support of IFM
Implementation.



HelpDesk target audience

_ involved Iin decision making at
various levels of Government, charged with a role |
flood management

e Bi- and Multilateral

with a role in flood
management

 Reputed Ire particular
those working with flood affected communities,

Voluntary and Community-based Organizations



THANK YOU




