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Subject Seminar on the role of ecosystems as water suppliers

Excellency,

The role of ecosystems in water management, such as forests, soils and wetlands that
capture, filter, store and distribute water, has increasingly been recognized in recent years
and all the more since the World Summit on Sustainable Development '. Therefore, the
Parties to the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes decided, at their third meeting (Madrid, November
2003), to insert in their work plan for 2004-2006 a seminar on the role of ecosystems as
water suppliers (see document ECE/MP.WAT/15/Add.2, available  at
http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents.htm). Switzerland is the Lead Party
for this activity. Its Agency for the Environment, Forests and Landscape and the UNECE
secretariat of the Water Convention will organize the seminar, in close cooperation with the
secretariat of the 1971 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. We have also invited the UNECE
Timber Committee, the FAO European Forestry Commission and its Working Party on the
Management of Mountain Watersheds to contribute.

The seminar will be held on 13-14 December 2004 in Geneva. It will be policy-oriented and
will focus on the role of forests and wetlands in the water cycle and the advantages related
to their sustainable use, protection and restoration to ensure sustainable water management.

It will bring together policy and decision makers, lawyers, economists, managers and
technical experts from different sectors (water management, forestry, landscape and nature
conservation, etc). It will provide a platform for governmental officials to meet experts from
international organizations, the private sector and civil society, take stock of the available
experience in the UNECE region, share best practices and bring in valuable expertise from
other regions.

! Third World Water Forum Ministerial Declaration, paragraph 24: “To ensure a sustainable

water supply of good quality, we should protect and use in a sustainable manner the ecosystems
that naturally capture, filter, store, and release water, such as rivers, wetlands, forests, and soils.”















