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Intersectoral (nexus) assessments: the 
framework 

• A part of the Programme of Work 2013-2015 under the UNECE Water 
Convention, adopted by the Parties; continues 2016-2018 

• Basin selection: a call for proposals (11/2012). Assessed: Alazani/Ganikh, 
Sava, Syr Darya, Isonzo/Soča 
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• mandate from Meeting of the 
Parties (MoP); Task Force on the 
Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems 
Nexus established to guide the 
work and to provided oversight; 

• assessments prepared in close 
cooperation with and reviewed by 
the national administrations;  

• Assessment methodology 
developed; endorsed by the 7th 
Meeting of the Parties (17-19 
November 2015, Budapest); 
general recommendations endorsed 

 



Why a Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems 
Nexus in transboundary river basins? 
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Need to integrate/coordinate:  

 

1. A better understanding of inter-sector and inter-

resources dynamics allows accounting for impacts  

& more effective resource management 

2. To make policies and actions more coherent 

across sectors and countries 

Communication, collaboration and joint action! 

Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems Nexus 



Why a nexus approach in the Drina? 

National & regional development 

• Has implications, also across borders 

• Projects and plans commonly sectoral, but their effects cut across 
sectors 

• Can create vulnerabilities 

 

Therefore, the nexus approach combined with a study of 
benefits can help 

• Exploring policy inconsistencies and potential shared benefits 

• Better understanding the interconnections 

• Informing dialogue 

• Selected quantification for operational solutions  



Key information on the Drina Basin project 
• Follow up to the Sava assessment, allows focusing on the priority 

issues as well as detailing and concretizing specific actions  

• Funded by the Italian Ministry for the Environment, Land and the 
Sea as “Greening economic development in Western Balkans 
through applying a nexus approach and identification of benefits of 
transboundary cooperation” 

• Budget: 300,000 EUR 

• Implemented by UNECE with partners, ISRBC and others 

• Part of the Programme of Work 2016-2018 of the Water 
Convention; contributes to the work of the Group of Experts on 
Renewable Energy 

• Contributes to implementation of the SDGs (esp. SDG 2, 6, 7 & 15) 

• Practical application of the “Policy Guidance Note on the Benefits of 
Transboundary Water Cooperation: Identification, Assessment and 
Communication”   



Outputs/deliverables 

• Situation Analysis 

• 2 workshops (21-22 April 2016; October 2016) 

• The main intersectoral issues in the selected basin identified and 
detailed, building on the various projects in the basin 

• The main transboundary cooperation opportunities and related 
benefits identified, analysed and quantified (as relevant)  

• Nexus relevant solutions outlined and prioritized among the 
riparian countries, which can contribute  to sketching an action 
plan or similar (should the countries take a related political 
decision) 

• A report synthesising the experience, the analyses and the policy 
recommendations 

• Western Balkans wide outreach and dissemination of the findings, 
examples of benefits and recommendations 

 



Organization of work: sessions of the 
workshop 

The workshop and the participants’ inputs are key for refining the 
scope and focus of the project! 

1 Setting the stage: The sub-regional context 

2 Review development plans and sectoral goals of the riparian countries in 
the Drina river basin 

3 Nexus in the Drina Basin: recall the findings from the Sava assessment 
and discuss preliminary observations from the desk study so far 

4-5 Group work on the Drina – intersectoral linkages, their importance and 
influences 

6 Predicted impacts of climate change, national and sectoral adaptation: 
effects on the nexus? 

7 Potential nexus solutions & Benefits of transboundary cooperation 

8 Information and data needs 

9 Next steps 

 



Selected conclusions 

• The nexus assessment methodology has  proven value in facilitating 
intersectoral transboundary dialogue in several river basins 

• The way ahead from the Sava nexus assessment 

– Among the recommendations: the improvement of the coordination with energy and 
agriculture sectors of activities carried out in the framework of ISRBC.  

– The findings demonstrate the interdependencies but also value of transboundary 
cooperation , e.g. for balancing increased energy generation, in particular 
increasing the uptake of renewable energy, the ambitious regional climate and 
energy policy targets and the maintenance of a good status of shared waters.  

– A number of issues identified meriting more attention 

• Prerequisites:  

– Rigorous identification of the pertinent issues based on the workshop and the desk 
study  

– An active participation and commitment from the countries necessary to shape the 
process into a valuable exercise, focusing on relevant policy issues 

– Adequate information and data on the issues 

• Challenges: Ensuring a sufficiently broad participation of all relevant sectors  


