NORWAY

TEMPLATE FOR REPORTING PROGRESS ON SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

Parties and, if relevant, Signatories, to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions to allow exchange of experience at the first meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (Geneva, 10-11 March 2008).

Replies should be sent not later than 25 February 2008 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. Please include information on the institutions involved, approach adopted, steps identified and agreed timeline, as well as ways and means to involve stakeholders, including the public. Include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

Preliminary targets were set before the first Meeting of the Parties and presented at the meeting. Those targets will be reviewed as the work under the task force on target setting and reporting progresses to make sure that Norway is in conformity with its recommendations. Please see enclosure and reference to the targets in comments below.
The EU water-framework directive (Directive 2000/60/EC) and the drinking-water directive (Directive 98/83/EC) have been implemented in Norwegian regulations, and we participated in the process of establishing these directives in the EU. EU is currently revising the drinking-water directive, and Norway also participates in the working groups under the European Commission regarding this revision. When a new directive is adopted in the EU, the provisions will be implemented in Norway. However, before an implementation takes place, these regulations are sent on a hearing to relevant Norwegian stakeholders. The quality standards set in these directives will form the basis for the Norwegian targets. 
As the quality parameters to a large extent are harmonized with the EU, the Norwegian targets under the protocol will mainly have to deal with surveillance and enforcement of the standards set. 

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority, which is the national control authority on drinking water, has recently adopted an action plan which aims at improving the quality of drinking water supplied by all major drinking water plants in Norway. The action plan runs until the end of 2008. The scope is to ensure that more drinking water supplies are in accordance with the provisions laid down in the Norwegian drinking water regulations (harmonised with the EU regulations).
Information regarding the quality of the drinking water in larger plants is made public through the homepage of the Norwegian Institute of Public Health and information to the public is also part of the action plan mentioned above. - One of the aims of the action plan is to develop a system on the Internet, which gives the consumer information about the quality of the drinking water of the local water supplier. 
2. List the target set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the target dates for achieving them.
Targets:

(a) The quality of the drinking water supplied, taking into account the Guidelines for drinking-water quality of the World Health Organization;

Quality parameters harmonized with the EU. Relevant National target is to improve compliance, cf 1.a.i.
(b) The reduction of the scale of outbreaks and incidents of water-related disease;

Serious outbreaks of water related diseases are seldom in Norway, less than one every year. Relevant target see a) above. 
(c) The area of territory, or the population sizes or proportions, which should be served by collective systems for the supply of drinking water or where the supply of drinking water by other means should be improved; 

90 % of the population is served by registered collective systems. The rest of the population is served with safe drinking water from protected sources of good quality. Relevant target is 1.a. 
(d) The area of territory, or the population sizes or proportions, which should be served by collective systems of sanitation or where sanitation by other means should be improved;

100 % of the population are served by collective systems or to improved single sanitation systems.
(e) The levels of performance to be achieved by such collective systems and by such other means of water supply and sanitation respectively;

The level of performance is in accordance with water quality guidelines from the WHO for drinking water, and in accordance with the EU water framework directive for sanitation systems. Relevant targets 1b.
(f) The application of recognized good practice to the management of water supply and sanitation, including the protection of waters used as sources for drinking water;

The management of water supply is largely in accordance with regulations from the Ministry of Health and Care Services/Norwegian Food Safety Authority, and the management of sanitation systems in accordance with regulations from Norwegian Pollution Control Authority. Relevant target is 1.b.iii.
(g) The occurrence of discharges of:

(i) Untreated waste water; and

(ii) Untreated storm water overflows from waste-water collection systems to waters within the scope of this Protocol;

Targets to be considered.

(h) The quality of discharges of waste water from waste-water treatment installations to waters within the scope of this Protocol;

The quality of waste water from treatment plants is in accordance with regulations set by Norwegian Pollution Control Authority. 

(i) The disposal or reuse of sewage sludge from collective systems of sanitation or other sanitation installations and the quality of waste water used for irrigation purposes, taking into account the Guidelines for the safe use of waste water and excreta in agriculture and aquaculture of the World

Health Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme; 
In accordance with regulation from Norwegian Pollution Control Authority and health authorities. 
(j) The quality of waters which are used as sources for drinking water, which are generally used for bathing or which are used for aquaculture or for the production or harvesting of shellfish;

The qualities of these waters are in accordance with Norwegian regulations, which is also in accordance with WHO guidelines and EU directives. 
(k) The application of recognized good practice to the management of enclosed waters generally available for bathing;

In accordance with Norwegian regulations for such water.
(l) The identification and remediation of particularly contaminated sites which adversely affect waters within the scope of this Protocol or are likely to do so and which thus threaten to give rise to water-related disease;

The work is proceeding according to the obligations according to the EU water framework directive. No such site is so far identified, probably because such sites do not exist in Norway. Relevant target 2.b).
(m) The effectiveness of systems for the management, development, protection and use of water resources, including the application of recognized good practice to the control of pollution from sources of all kinds;

Seems to be covered by work done in connection with obligations under the EU water framework directive, see l) above. - Waiting for guidelines from the Task group for Targets and Indicators on how to fulfil the obligations according to this point.

(n) The frequency of the publication of information on the quality of the drinking water supplied and of other waters relevant to the targets in this paragraph in the intervals between the publication of information under article 7, paragraph 2.

Publication of the quality of the drinking water in larger water plants is done yearly, but only as a web-based version on the home site of Norwegian Institute of Public Health. Water plants have an obligation to inform the public about any possible health risks on their own initiative and give any relevant information to the public upon request. Publication of the other water qualities will be published in accordance with the obligations according to the EU water framework directive.

3. If the process of target setting is still ongoing, briefly list the relevant national and international obligations, existing reporting mechanisms and other standards which you propose to use for the purpose of target setting.

Described under section 1.
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