Czech republic

TEMPLATE FOR REPORTING PROGRESS ON SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

Parties and, if relevant, Signatories, to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions to allow exchange of experience at the first meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (Geneva, 10-11 March 2008).

Replies should be sent not later than 25 February 2008 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. Please include information on the institutions involved, approach adopted, steps identified and agreed timeline, as well as ways and means to involve stakeholders, including the public. Include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

The Protocol on Water and Health was ratified by the Czech Republic in 2001. In 2002, the Main Hygiene Officer of the Czech Republic from the Ministry of Health established the Task Group for preparation of proposals for the national targets according to the Protocol. The Task Group incorporates representatives of all three sectors responsible for water (the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture). This team submits every year an updated Report on implementation of targets according to the Protocol (Art. 6 to 11) and the progress in this issue to the Czech intersectoral Council for Health and the Environment. 

In addition the team secures other tasks linked to the Protocol implementation such as participation in international events in the framework of the Protocol or strengthening of public awareness on the Protocol and its targets. At the beginning of 2006, targeted letters and articles in the press addressed the professional and laic public with request for national targets suggestions. On the basis of received suggestions and its own proposals the Task Group developed the Document encompassing description of the current state of work in this area, existing political, strategic and legal instruments and proposals for national targets according to the Protocol and in September 2006 submitted it to the Council for Health and the Environment. Afterwards the draft Document was subject of comments of all interested sectors and stakeholders. On the basis of received comments, the draft Document has been modified and it is intended to submit it to the Government to approval. After the approval the targets will be translated to English and sent to the Secretariat. 
The Czech Republic proposes objectives for the majority of the areas identified in the Protocol. Only in several cases, where conditions are considered satisfactory or targets fulfilled, no objectives have been set. Where targets of the Protocol are identical with the requirements of other international legal documents, especially EU directives and regulations, the deadlines for achieving the targets are identical with these requirements.
2. List the target set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the target dates for achieving them.
Czech targets are listed in enclosed table. 
3. If the process of target setting is still ongoing, briefly list the relevant national and international obligations, existing reporting mechanisms and other standards which you propose to use for the purpose of target setting.

Please fill the name of the contact person for this questionnaire

	Name: Doubravka Nedvědová

	Institution: Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic

	Department: Water Protection Department 

	Address: Vršovická 65, 100 10 Praha 10

	Country: Czech Republic

	Telephone: +420 2 67122166

	E-mail: doubravka_nedvedova@env.cz


