Belgium

TEMPLATE FOR REPORTING PROGRESS ON SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

Parties and, if relevant, Signatories, to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions to allow exchange of experience at the first meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (Geneva, 10-11 March 2008).

Replies should be sent not later than 25 February 2008 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. Please include information on the institutions involved, approach adopted, steps identified and agreed timeline, as well as ways and means to involve stakeholders, including the public. Include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

In light of the first reporting under the ¨Protocol on Water and Health (PWH) in 2009, as agreed on the 1ste MOP in Geneva, a number of institutions are actively working on the implementation of article 6. 
The information given in this questionnaire implies only for aspects on environment. 

Following institutions are involved for aspects on environment :
· Flemish Environmental Agency ( VMM) ( Flanderrs)
· Directorate General Natural Resources (Wallone region)
· Brussels Institute for Environmental Management (Brussels region) 
Given the large overlap between the goals of the PWH and those of  EU-directives, international programs and national or local environmental policy plans, an approach of mutual target setting has been adopted to assure a similarity in the data exchange on analogue topics. Public participation is in many cases incorporated in the planning process.  Before the end of 2008, a detailed inventarisation and cross-checking of targets and target dates set under these relevant international and national obligations should be available for both the environment related and health related aspects. Where necessary additional targets and target dates will be set to meet with the article 6 stipulations
2. List the target set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the target dates for achieving them.
Process of target setting is still ongoing. 

3. If the process of target setting is still ongoing, briefly list the relevant national and international obligations, existing reporting mechanisms and other standards which you propose to use for the purpose of target setting.

For a description on the approach adopted for target setting under the PWH –see 1.
Belgium has obligations under the following EU- directives (non limitative listing) with possible relevant reporting mechanisms and/or an analogue process of target setting. 
Council Directive 98/83/EC of 3 November 1998 on the quality of water intended for human consumption as amended by Regulation 1882/2003/EC
Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy as amended by Decision 2455/2001/EC.

Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 December 1991 concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources as amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC.
Council Directive 76/160/EEC of 8 December 1975 concerning the quality of bathing water as amended by Council Directive 91/692/EEC (further amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC), and Council Regulation 807/2003/EC

Council Directive 80/68/EEC of 17 December 1979 on the protection of groundwater against pollution caused by certain dangerous substances as amended by Council Directive 91/692/EEC (further amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC)

Directive 2006/118/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on the protection of groundwater against pollution and deterioration (Daughter to 2000/60/EC)

Directive 2006/11/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 february 2006 on pollution caused by certain dangerous substances discharged into the aquatic environment of the community
Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste water treatment as amended by Commission Directive 98/15/EC and Regulation 2003/1882/EC
Directive 2006/7/EC of the european parliament and of the council of 15 February 2006 concerning the management of bathing water quality and repealing Directive 76/160/EEC

Council Directive 79/869/EEC of 9 October 1979 concerning the methods of measurement and frequencies of sampling and analysis of surface water intended for the abstraction of drinking water in the Member States as amended by Council Directive 81/855/EEC, 91/692/EEC (further amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC) and Council Regulation 807/2003/EC.

Council Directive 79/923/EEC of 30 October 1979 on the quality required of shellfish waters as amended by Council Directive 91/692/EEC (further amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC).
Council Directive 91/676/EEC of 12 december 1991 concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources (L375; 31/12/1991)

Council Directive 91/414/EEC of 15 July 1991 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market (L230; 19/8/1991)

Directive 98/8/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 1998 concerning the placing of biocidal products on the market (L123; 24/4/1998)

Council Directive 86/278/EEC of 12 June 1986 on the protection of the environment, and in particular of the soil, when sewage sludge is used in agriculture as amended by Council Directive 91/692/EEC (further amended by Council Regulation 1882/2003/EC), and Council Regulation 807/2003/EC.
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