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General Conclusions

� It was agreed to establish a list of projects to be proposed as pilot 
projects for funding by international donors. (see List of Projects)
� Priorities and criteria should focus on projects that are eligible for 
financing by GEF. 
� Proposal should be addressed to GEF/PDF B
� Governments should be contacted, because pilot projects should be 
demand driven
� One contact person from each country should be designated
� The continued support of this initiative by UNECE should be 
ensured
� Karst groundwater protection should be considered a priority
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Thessaloniki

GREECE
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T H E S S A L O N IK I  S T A T E M E N T  
 

A T  T H E  IV  I N T E R N A T IO N A L  S Y M P O S IU M  O N  T R A N S B O U N D A R Y  W A T E R S  
M A N A G E M E N T , H E L D  IN  T H E S S A L O N I K I , G R E E C E ,  F R O M  1 5 - 1 8  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 8 ,  

 
W E  T H E  P A R T I C I P A N T S  F R O M  4 2  C O U N T R IE S  A N D  IN T E R N A T I O N A L  A N D  R E G I O N A L  

O R G A N IS A T IO N S ,  H A V IN G  
 

�  re v ie w e d  t h e  c u r re n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f d i f f e re n t  t ra n s b o u n d a r y  s u r fa c e  a n d  g ro u n d w a t e r  
b o d ie s ; 

�  re a l is e d  t h e  c o m m o n  o b s t a c le s  th a t  in  m a n y  c a s e s  d e tr a c t  f r o m  t h e  b e s t  u s e s  o f  
th o s e  r e s o u r c e s ;  

�  re c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h e  q u a n ti t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  a re  a f fe c t e d  b y  v a r i o u s  
h u m a n  a c ti v i tie s ;  

�  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  w a te r  r e s o u rc e s  a r e  s u b je c t t o  t h e  i n c re a s in g  in f lu e n c e  o f g lo b a l  a n d  
c l im a t e  c h a n g e s ;    

�  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  s c ie n t if i c ,  te c h n ic a l ,  e c o n o m ic , f i n a n c ia l ,  p o l ic y  a n d  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  
i n v o lv e d  i n  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  tr a n s b o u n d a r y  w a t e r  r e s o u rc e s ;  

�  re c o g n i s e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e n e f ic ia l  to  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  a m o n g  
s t a t e s  s h a r in g  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  b y  i n v o lv in g  th e  v a r i o u s  s t a k e h o ld e r s ; 

�  re c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t ra n s b o u n d a r y  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u ld  b e  re g a r d e d  a s  a  c o m m o n  
re s o u r c e  f o r s a tis f y i n g  t h e  b a s i c  h u m a n  a s  w e l l  a s  e c o s y s t e m  n e e d s  a n d  e n h a n c e  
s u s t a in a b le  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f t h e  b a s in  p o p u la t io n s ;    

�  re c o g n i s e d  t h a t , i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p l e m e n t  in t e r n a tio n a l  le g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  
fo r  s t a t e s  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  w i t h in  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x ts ; 

 
A R E  O F  T H E  V I E W  T H A T  IN  O R D E R  T O  F A C E  T H E  A B O V E  C H A L L E N G E S  A N D  

M A X IM IS E  T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  F R O M  C O O P E R A T I O N  A M O N G  C O U N T R IE S :  
 

1 .  T h e  s t a t e s  s h a r in g  tr a n s b o u n d a ry  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u ld :   
a .  e n t e r  in to  a g re e m e n t s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d in g s  fo r c o o p e r a t io n  in  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t o f 

t h e s e  re s o u r c e s , c o n s is t e n t w i th  p r i n c ip le s  o f  in t e rn a t i o n a l  la w  o n  w a t e r  r e s o u rc e s ;  
b .  p u t  i n  p la c e  s u s t a in a b le  in s t i t u tio n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a t  th e  tr a n s b o u n d a ry  r iv e r b a s in  

o r  a q u i f e r  le v e l ;  
c .  p u t  i n  p la c e  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a lu a tio n  m e c h a n is m s  t o  c o n t in u o u s l y  a s s e s s  t h e  

t r a n s b o u n d a ry  r iv e r b a s in s  a n d  a q u i f e r s ;  
d .  e n h a n c e  t h e  k n o w le d g e  b a s e  r e la t in g  t o  th e s e  re s o u r c e s  in  o rd e r  to  d e v e lo p  

e f fe c t iv e  w a te r r e s o u r c e s  p r o te c t io n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  m e c h a n i s m s ;  
e .  e x p lo r e  a l te r n a tiv e  i n s ti t u ti o n a l  a p p r o a c h e s  f o r th e  g o v e rn a n c e  o f  t ra n s b o u n d a r y  

w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  u s e r s ’  le v e l .  
 

2 .   In  o r d e r  t o  i m p le m e n t  i n t e rn a ti o n a l  a n d  re g io n a l  le g a l  o b li g a t io n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  n a tio n a l  
c o n t e x t s , s t a te s  s h o u ld  p u t  i n  p la c e  a d e q u a t e  n a t io n a l  w a te r  m a n a g e m e n t p o l ic ie s ,  
l e g i s la tio n  a n d  in s t i tu tio n s . 

 

3 .  A r ra n g e m e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  in  o r d e r  to  b u i ld  t h e  c a p a c i ty  o f  s t a te s ’  m u l ti la te ra l ,  
b i la t e r a l  a n d  n a ti o n a l  a d m in i s tr a tio n s  t o  im p le m e n t  t h e  p r o v is i o n s  o f  t h e  a g re e m e n ts  
e n te r e d  in t o ,  a n d  a ls o  t o  p r o m o te  w a te r  e d u c a t io n  a n d  o rg a n is e  m u l t i d is c ip l in a r y  
tr a in i n g  p r o g ra m m e s .   

 

4 .  S u s t a in a b le  fin a n c in g  m e c h a n i s m s  s h o u ld  b e  e s t a b l is h e d  fo r t ra n s b o u n d a r y  w a t e r  
m a n a g e m e n t .  

 
T H E R E F O R E :  

 
W e  t h e  p a rt i c ip a n t s  a p p e a l  to  in t e rn a ti o n a l  i n s ti t u ti o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o u n tr i e s  a n d  r e g io n a l  
a n d  lo c a l  a u t h o r i tie s ,  i n  p a r tn e r s h ip  w i t h  t h e  p r iv a t e  s e c t o r , f o r  a s s i s t a n c e , te c h n ic a l  
s u p p o r t a n d  fin a n c in g  i n  t h e s e  e n d e a v o u r s .   

F I N A L   
0 6  N o v . 0 8  
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Danube River Basin

Aegean Sea Basin

Adriatic Sea Basin



FYR
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a transboundary river - dam



a transboundary
river delta - aquifer





 

 

a) Current irrigation network in the Nestos delta  b) Future water diversion for irrigating the plain of Xanthi  
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PHP

UMN-
Mapserver

��������

CMS
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ArcGIS 9
Apache

Webserver

MySQL

HTML
Meta-

database

PHPWCMS
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Project MDB
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HTTP

HTML

JavaScript

Vectordata

Rasterdata
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 TITLE OF PROJECT 
 

COUNTRIES KEY ISSUES SUB-
ISSUES 

1 Sustainable water 
management of the 
Dinaric karst region 

BIH and Croatia 
Hutovo Blato 
wetland marsh 

Pollution management 
(health), hydraulic 
management, hydropower 

 

2 A cooperative 
framework for karstic 
aquifers in SEE using a  

Slovenia, Croatia 
and all karst 
regions in SEE  

Web site, discussion 
forum for experts and 
institutions 

 

3 Multilateral legal 
harmonisation over 
groundwater protection  

Romania, Hungary, 
S & M and 
Bulgaria. 

  

4 Submarine ecosystems 
related to karst 
submarine discharge 

All Adriatic 
/Mediterranean 
coast countries 

Submarine ecology, 
biodiversity 

MED Action 
Plan 

5 Preservation and 
sustainable management 
of Vjosa/Aoos National 
Park  

Albania and Greece Environmental protection 
and interaction with 
surface water (IWRM) 

 

6 Integrated surface and 
groundwater 
management in Prespa 
Lakes catchment area  

FYR Macedonia, 
Albania, Greece 

Lakes dependent on 
groundwater systems., 
regional economic 
development, monitoring  

Biodiversity 
Preservation 
of ecosystems 

7 Biodiversity inherent 
within the Dinaric karst 
system 

   

8 Land use change and its 
impacts on karstic 
aquifers 
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