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Excellencies, 

Distinguished colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen

I have the honor and pleasure to greet you all on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina. I would like to thank the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), which in cooperation with the Global Partnership Water Mediterranean and International Sava River Basin Commission, organized this event.

The subject of this workshop is highly important for the entire region of South East Europe, bearing in mind that this year the focus is on transboundary waters. Possibilities for cooperation in the field of  transboundary water management can help to establish mutual respect, understanding and trust between countries, as well as to promote peace , security and stable economic development.

This year on World Water Day the focus was on those waters that cross the border and connect us together. Of all the river pools and lakes in the world, 263 of them are included in the category of cross-border, with a territory covering 145 countries and nearly half the Earth's surface. Europe is a continent of transboundary water resources, where some countries receive more than 50% of their water from neighboring countries.

Of a total of 8 River basin in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 6 are cross-border in character (Una basin, Drina, Sava, Neretva, Cetina and Trebišnjica basin). The whole surface of the Vrbas river basin and Bosnia river basin on the territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina, covers 33% of the total territory of BiH.

The south and south-western part of the country are part of the Dinaric mountains, which stretch along the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea. The Adriatic Sea is a large bay in the north of the Mediterranean, with a high degree of rocks karstification. The hydrographic specifics of karst area reflected significantly in the field of transboundary water BiH. 

As noted above, we see that in BiH about 70% water (surface and groundwater) have cross-border character, and therefore it is highly important cooperation with neighboring countries with whom we share this water. 

During the past 60 years, the world has signed more than 300 international agreements related to water. All together, we must try to improve cooperation that can provide management of transboundary waters. Also, all of us have the responsibility for managing the world's transboundary waters for present and future generations.

Resources of drinking water throughout the world are threatened, not only because of excessive use and inadequate management, but also because of the increased pollution of the environment. The increase in water consumption due to higher living standards, urbanization and industrialization, has led to the increase in the quantity of wastewater that is discharged into natural water systems. Rivers and lakes can not accept waste materials without a serious impact on the natural balance, which leads to intensive pollution of water resources and loss of quality of water. Polluted surface water and reduce the quantities of hygienically correct groundwater, which is usually used for drinking.

This workshop is a way to exchange experiences, identify obstacles and challenges but also suggest solutions to overcome these obstacles in the future. The objective of this seminar is also to find ways to promote cooperation in the field of water resources management as one of the most important component of stability and prosperity in the SEE. 

The European Convention on the Use of transboundary watercourses and international lakes (1992.) provides a basis for a reasonable and equitable way to manage water resources, which serves the needs of nature, agriculture and industry, and the human health. 

Accession procedures of BiH to this Convention are in progress.  Specifically, the European Convention on the use of transboundary watercourses and international lakes is in the process of ratification. I sincerely hope that the procedures prescribed by law to put an end to the annual meeting of the UN (September 2009. G. in New York), when BiH will join this convention.

We hope that this workshop, through the joint work of all participants, will give a clearer picture of the transboundary waters of the region and that it will produce high-quality proposals on how to improve future management of transboundary waters, which is in the interest of all of us in this region. 

Once again I wish that you have a successful workshop and I thank you for your attention.

