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The Norwegian-Finnish Commission on Transboundary Water

•In 1980 the Norwegian-Finnish Transboundary Water 
Commission was established. 

• Act as a body for cooperation and communication

•Its aim is to preserve the transboundary water courses 
and their unique natural conditions.

• The commission has an advisory role. It gives 
recommendations and advice to its respective 
Governments. The recommendations are an important 
tool in the management of the countries transboundary 
waterways



The Norwegian-Finnish Commission on Transboundary Water

• The commission has 3 representative from each country 
appointed by their respective governments. 1 representative from
each country is experienced in the field of water administration.

•The Commission has secretariats in both countries, i.e., the 
Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the 
Environment in Lapland, and the Office of the County Governor of
Finnmark. The two chairs are from those bodies.

•Russia has taken part as an observer and expert since 1991



Joint monitoring programme

• The Commission has 
implemented a joint 
monitoring programme for 
the largest border river, 
the Tenojoki (Tana). 

• In practice, the 
Norwegian authorities 
take samples and report 
the results and the 
Finnish authorities 
analyse the samples



Multiple-use plans

• Are prepared for the 
Tana, the Neiden and 
the Pasvik Rivers

• As part of the Pasvik 
catchments area is 
located in Russia, the 
Russian authorities 
have been included in 
the relevant process.



Pasvik Programme
Represents three years work by more than twenty research 
institutes and environmental authorities from  Norway, Finland and 
Russia.

To develop and implement an environmental monitoring and assessment 
system in the border area
To monitor and assess the cross-border area in response to the mordernisation 
of the Pechenganikel mining and metallurgic complex  

’State of the Environment in the Norwegian, Finnish and Russian Border Area’
‘Pasvik Programme SUMMARY REPORT’
‘Catalogue of Lakes in the Russian, Finnish and Norwegian Border Area’
‘Environmental Monitoring Programme in the Norwegian, Finnish and Russian 
border Area – Implementation guidelines’
Find the reports here:
http://finnmark.miljostatus.no/msf_themepage.aspx?m=1239



NEW - Pasvik Programme –
Climate change and airborne pollutants in Pasvik River Basin

Overall objectives;
• Mitigation of the harmful effects of climate change, water level and 

flow regulation and contamination in the Finnish, Norwegian and 
Russian border region is expedient to be carried out jointly.

• Knowledge and information on environmental impacts is produced 
for decisions making and strategies on adaptation of climate change 
and other anthropogenic effects on regional level. 

Specific objectives;
• Assessment tools of the effects of climate change, water

regulation and harmful substances will be developed in the Finnish, 
Norwegian and Russian border region within the project.



Main activities;
• Model the emissions, dispersion and deposition of airborne 

pollutants in the border region as background information
• Compare national and international classifications of ecological state 

and natural habitat types for more reliable evaluation work
• Assess long term natural and anthropogenic changes and 

ecosystem impacts of small lake catchment
• Evaluate the effects of climate change and water level regulation on 

the ecological condition of Lake lnari and the River Pasvik and the 
fish populations in the River Pasvik

• Evaluate and develop the existing lake monitoring network of the
Pasvik River basin from climate change point of view

• Disseminate information about the project and it's activities and 
results for public and decision makers



Main outputs;
• International report on harmonized and reliable ecological 

classifications, typologies and limiting values for evaluation work
• Assessment of the long-term natural and anthropogenic changes 

and ecosystem impacts of small lake catchment
• Assessment of ecological status of Lake lnari and the River Pasvik 

for climate change effects estimats
• Updated manual for the joint monitoring programme for climate 

change purposes
• Public meetings and seminars
• Articles, leaflets, press-releases and web news and broadcasts on 

the results of the project in the local press in the Finnmark, Lapland 
and Murmansk regions.

• Cooperation with lnternational Environmental School in Rajakoski
and small popular book "Wildlife of Pasvik-lnari"

• Final Report of the project



State Nature Reserve Pasvik - Pasvik Zapovednik 
established in 1992, covers 147,3 km² in Pechenga 
Municipality. 

In total these five connected cooperating 
protected areas cover an area of 1889,4 
km² – Pasvik-Inari Trilateral Park. 

Vätsäri Wilderness area established 
1991, covers 1550 km² in Inari 
Municipality. 

Øvre Pasvik national park established 1970 (expanded 2003), area 119 
km². 
Øvre Pasvik Landscape protected area established in 2003, area 54 km²
and 
Pasvik nature reserve established 1993, area 19,1 km², Totally protected 
area 192,1 km². RAMSAR AREA

Trans-boundary 

co-operation



Nature management  and nature tourism in Enare-Pasvik

Environmental co-operation in the trans-boundary area

19 years of co-operation among the authorities of 
nature protection and the municipalities in the 
border area. 

2008 – Certified as the first trilateral trans-boundary 
park under the  EUROPARC programme "Trans-

boundary Parks -Following Nature's design".

Harmonization of management and research 
methodology

Eco tourism. 

www.pasvik-inari.net



Some lessons learned:
• Build on mutual trust
• Include the interests of the local population in the transboundary 

water agreements. Indigenous peoples, the Saami 
• Ownership of the local population and the decision-making 

ministries is essential. 
• Transboundary water commissions can promote a variety of 

cooperation between neighbourg countries. 


