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Second Session: The Berlin Water Process - an integral Part of the EU-Central Asia Strategy
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Statement by Pierre MOREL, EUSR for Central Asia

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear hosts,

Dear colleagues from Germany and UNECE,

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss once again the developments in this strategic matter, as well as to analyse the efficiency of the international support to Central Asia.
1.
The implications of the water issues in the region are known Worldwide – because of the Aral Sea - and have been widely discussed, including in this morning session. Let me start by supporting fully the emerging evidence that is the correlation between water, energy and food, which has a direct impact on the stability, security and prosperity of Central Asia. I also welcome the recent water arrangement, made in Bishkek by the five interested countries for this year. It is a much needed and long awaited step that will hopefully ease the situation in the coming months. It also brings important lessons for the future:  this first step for the short-term calls for a second step which will lead to the ultimate long-term, sustainable solution for the whole region. The EU is ready to share all its experience in this area and to provide support to every country in the region, as well as to any regional initiative.
Today, for the sake of coherence and clarity, we must consider how the Berlin endeavour on water fits the EU Strategy for Central Asia. Basically, we can say that the purposes of this initiative have been fulfilled - it has stimulated the growing impetus in the region to look for political solution of cross-boundary water issues; discussions held in this format have proved that solving water disputes in Central Asia is a long-term process. They have also proved, including with today's conference, that the international community is willing to work in concert on this matter. 
The GTZ proposal, presented today will have to be analysed carefully.   Considering that this project comes from an EU  member state very committed in the region, one can expect that in can fit into the wider water policy framework for Central Asia, currently prepared by the EU.
2.
This is all the more evident, since the Strategy for New Partnership between the EU and Central Asia was launched in June 2007 at the highest level under the leadership of the German Presidency.  This strategy has become our common chart with the region and serves as a platform for overall realisation of the EU policies towards Central Asia. Our Strategy devotes a special chapter to environment and water and starts from the main principles of the EU policy:  first to approach water in the wider context of environmental sustainability; second, to recognize the implications of water management for the economic stability of this very specific region, as well as for its security. I am happy to note that these fundamental guidelines correspond to the idea of a "compound water-energy-food crisis", which has been stressed recently by Dr. Johannes Linn and the World Bank.
Furthermore, considering cross-boundary nature of the water issues and their implications, the EU has decided to approach the matter on a regional basis and to facilitate multilateral political discussions that would build greater upstream-downstream solidarity. One of the latest opportunities for such a discussion was during the EU-Central Asia Security Forum in Paris this September which devoted one full session, out of three to energy and water. We witnessed very intense and difficult discussions between the Central Asian countries.  But we also noticed the willingness to have a real dialogue and to look for a common solution. We are happy to see that two weeks later, in October, this spirit lead to real decisions in Bishkek.
More generally, the Paris Ministerial Forum underlined the need to address the specific challenges to Central Asian security and stability from the common principle of cooperative security. The EU as a rule considers that no external or one sided approach can work in such a context: we want to be a facilitator, a partner in response to the  requests from the interested sides. This has pretty much been the case with water. The EU has been approached by different Central Asian countries and tries, through tailored initiatives, to ensure favourable political environment for independent talks between the interested parties. We are committed to share our experience and to provide options, rather than promote ready-made, pre-cooked or exclusive solutions. This principle already finds its practical expression in EU-Central Asian exchange of experience on water issues under the EU Water Initiative, which was launched in 2002 in Johannesburg. This is the right moment to recall that there is a good cooperation between the UN ECE and the EU under the Central Asian component of this EU initiative. We start from the idea that the action of UNECE can also fit within the existent common activity with the EU in the area of water issues in Central Asia.

3.
Today, the implementation of the EU Strategy priority on environment and water is entering a substantial stage. We have created a platform that pools together the resources and the practical projects by all EU member states and the EU institutions in the field of environment and water in Central Asia. We have analysed the existing forms of political dialogue on water with Central Asia, as well as the international conventions in the field of water. As a result, we have re-shaped our policy and created a solid base of knowledge and resources devoted to environmental sustainability and water management in Central Asia. It will enable the EU institutions and member states to work more efficiently with each other, but will also allow involving international organisations in cooperation with the EU. This "EU regional initiative on environment and water in Central Asia" will be launched officially on 3 December in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. It has been coordinated by one of the EU member states - Italy, in cooperation with the European Commission. Both of them are represented here today and you will hear more on this matter from them later on. 
Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you can see, the EU Strategy is a comprehensive framework, which allows to systematize the activity of a very wide circle of partners on water issues in Central Asia - the countries from the region, the EU member states and the EU institutions - as well as other international organisations involved in this area. The EU is therefore ready to promote a supportive environment, which will help Central Asian countries to reach a consistent, long-term solution.
I would like to thank the international organisations present here for their responsible engagement in today's debate. Our reflexions will continue beyond this conference. I hope that during our next meeting on 3 December 2008 in Ashgabat will lead to a clear political commitment to work further in this area, which is vital for Central Asia.

The full engagement of the concerned Central Asian countries will be the key for our common endeavours.   Indeed the June 2007 EU Strategy for Central Asia has confirmed our commitment for a long-term partnership.  The September 2008 Paris Security Forum has shown how much water is at the core of the stability and security of the region.  But the very fact that the recent Bishkek water arrangement was achieved solely among the states from the region is a clear proof that solutions can be found and that they lie with the region itself. The international assistance can merely support, consolidate and enrich the process, to the extent requested by its main actors, the Central Asian states.
______________________
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