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Invitation to the Special Session: 

“Towards a Regional Programme on Applying a Human Rights-based Approach (HRBA) to Water Governance: challenges and opportunities”

Bucharest, Romania   –   Phoenicia Hotel, Wed 14 May 2008 (9:00 – 13:00)

As part of the Joint Workshop on Water and Health, 14-16 May 2008


UNDP is inviting for a “Stakeholder and Expert Consultation Roundtable” to present and discuss its new Regional Programme on HRBA to Water Governance, and the direct linkage to the Protocol on Water and Health 
Background and aim 
In the last years, the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and General Comment 15 (2002) by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights have creating an enabling platform to adopt a Human Rights-based Approach (HRBA) to water governance.  The emerging activities under the Protocol on Water and Health on one hand, and the international Decade for Action on ‘Water for Life’ (2005-2015) as well as 2008 being the UN International Year of Sanitation on the other, provide incentives to examine linkages between human rights, development and water governance. 

The UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre (BRC) is committed to translate these frameworks, recommendations and principles into concrete action and results throughout the Europe & CIS region.  The BRC has therefore started to develop a new Regional Programme on “Water Governance and Human Rights”. The aim is to develop and implement Water Supply and Sanitation (WSS) projects in selected countries throughout Europe and CIS, using human rights standards and principles as effective tools and entry-points to address the practical challenges of the water and sanitation area, and at streamlining human rights, vulnerability and poverty aspects into the WSS sector. 

In addition, Article 12 of the 1999 Protocol on Water and Health calls for joint and coordinated international action to develop commonly agreed national and/or local targets and indicators for the standards and levels of performance that need to be achieved or maintained for a high level of protection against water-related diseases, as provided for by Article 6 of the Protocol. Close coordination should be ensured with the activities of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting set up under the Protocol. This regional programme should aim at providing a basis for the coordination of this international action for the Region.  
Objective of the Session 
The objective of this workshop session is to present the draft concept of the new regional UNDP programme, and to discuss its main components in light of the overall topic of the workshop, “water & Health” and the protocol on Water and Health. 
In addition, the session will aim at consulting with stakeholders to further enhance the understanding of what implementing the “right to water and sanitation” concretely entails for national and international actors, and how to overcome the challenges involved. 

The expected outcomes of this session include: 

· Presentation and consultation on the draft concept and proposed methodological approach with stakeholders

· Presenting and discussing first results from the desk assessments, focusing on one pilot case study from the EECCA region (Moldova) 
· Discussing potentials and limitations of the “Right to Water” and its application, as well as links, synergies and possible obstacles in aligning the new programme with other work in the region 
· The way forward: Possible concrete projects and interventions for future development and implementation 
More detailed information on the structure and discussions (with a list of lead questions) for the proposed working groups will be provided during the session.  

Draft agenda (Wed 14 May 2008, 9:00-13:00)
8:30 -9:00 
Registration of participants 
9:00-9:30 
Joint workshop opening (see main agenda) 

Special Session 
“Towards a Regional Programme for applying a Human Rights-based Approach to Water Governance: challenges and opportunities”
9:30-9:40 
Welcome by the Chair 
Timothy Melvin, Knowledge Management Advisor, UNDP Bratislava Regional Centre for Europe & CIS

9:40-9:55 
UNDP’s work and role in promoting Water Governance in the region 
Juerg Staudenmann, Water Governance Advisor, UNDP Bratislava 
9:55-10:20 
The concept of Human Rights-based Approaches in the context of water 

Louise Nylin, Human Rights Advisor, UNDP Bratislava 
10:20-11:00 
Main elements for a Regional Programme on HRBA to WSS, and how it links to the Protocol on Water & Health 
Claire Dupont & Esther Pozo Vera, Consultants (Milieu Ltd, Brussels)

11:00 – 11:10
Introduction to the 4 Working Groups 

11:10-11:30 
Coffee break

11:30-12:30 
Working Group discussions over the 4 thematic modules of the Regional Programme: 
· Affordability 
· Accessibility 
· Quality and quantity 
· Transboundary cooperation 
12:30-12:55
Reports by the working group raporteurs to the assembly / discussion
12:55-13:00
Wrap-up 
13:00-14:00  
Lunch 

14:00 
Continuation of the Joint workshop on Water & Health (see main agenda)  

� The joint UNECE/EC/WHO-EURO/UNDP/OSCE workshop on Water & Health is a combination of the UNECE CWC 2008 workshop, the annual UNDP “Water Community of Practice” meeting 2008, and the EC water sector policy workshop, all taking place 14-16 May 2008 back-to-back with the 11th meeting of the EUWI Working Group for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (11 & 12 May 2008).  
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