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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer  - Lake Constance 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Agreement among Baden-Wuerttemberg, Bavaria, Austria and Switzerland 
on the Protection of the Lake Constance against Pollution 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: Covers Lake Constance 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Bavaria and Baden-Wuerttemberg (Two German Federal States) 

Austria  

Switzerland 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: The main 
has been significant improvement in the ecological and chemical quality of 
the lake. This has been achieved through both measures to reduce pollution 
and river restoration measures. Next to this, improvements include the 
exchange of data and information between the parties and alignment of 
measures and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success has been 
close cooperation at technical level and the subsequent building of trust as 
well as mutual understanding among the countries. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.igkb.org/die-igkb-internationale-gewaesserschutz-kommission-
fuer-den-bodensee/uebereinkommen-ueber-den-schutz-des-bodensees-gegen-
verunreinigung/  

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 
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   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Bavaria and Baden-Wuerttemberg (Two German Federal States) 

Austria  

Switzerland 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in] 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

See organigram (http://www.igkb.org/die-igkb-internationale-
gewaesserschutz-kommission-fuer-den-bodensee/die-organisation/) 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  
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 Once a year 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2.f) above 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Not needed as coastal issues are 
not relevant. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: Cooperation concerning water 
management issues relevant for Lake Constance (see text of the agreement) 

Joint guidance on different water uses, see 
http://www.igkb.org/fileadmin/user_upload/dokumente/publikationen/vorsch
riften/Bodensee-Richtlinien_2005_2015.pdf 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   
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 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address:  

See results http://www.igkb.org/aktuelles/bowis-bodensee-wasser-
informations-system/ 

See results http://www.igkb.org/aktuelles/bowis-bodensee-wasser-
informations-system/zentrale-messdatenbank-vom-bodensee/ 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): Better overview on the 
whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for early warning and 
alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ issues and 
problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: [fill 
in] 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

See different reports on limnology, phosphorous, phytoplankton etc.: 
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http://www.igkb.org/publikationen/limnologischer-zustand-des-sees-gruene-
berichte/ 

http://www.igkb.org/publikationen/fachberichte-zu-speziellen-themen-blaue-
berichte/ 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?:  

Joint guidance on different water uses, see 
http://www.igkb.org/fileadmin/user_upload/dokumente/publikationen/vorsch
riften/Bodensee-Richtlinien_2005_2015.pdf 

EU water legislation standards and Swiss water legislation standards. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: Flood risk management is realised in the 
framework of the International Commission for the Protection of the 
Rhine (ICPR). 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: Bilateral treaties on who is coordinating 
how in case of disasters. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  
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If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify):  

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf  

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer – Rhine  

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Convention on the Protection of the Rhine 

Protocol on the constitution of the International Commission for the 
Protection of the Saar against pollution (FR, DE) 

Protocol on the constitution of the International Commission for the 
Protection of the Mosel against pollution (FR, DE, LU) 

(For the Protocols Section II has been filled in in a separate file) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation:  

The Convention covers only the main stream. In order to cover the whole 
basin and to involve AT, BE (Walloon region) and Liechtenstein as well as 
Italy, the other countries in the basin, the so called Coordinating Committee 
has been established via a decision of a ministerial conference. There are 
special rules of procedure (Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations for 
the Cooperation for the Cooperation of the International Commission for the 
Protection of the Rhine (ICPR) with the Coordinating Committee (CC) Rhine 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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Thus there is an international platform to coordinate the basin related 
implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive and the EU Flood 
Risk Management Directive 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: [fill in] 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

The Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, the French Republic, 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Swiss 
Confederation, and the European Community (ICPR) and Governments of 
the Republic of Austria, the Principality of Liechtenstein, the Region 
Wallonia and the Italian Republic (Coordinating Committee (CC)) 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 
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 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list):  

Concerning navigation cooperation exists between the ICPR and the 
Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine, which deals with 
navigation issues from a transport/technical perspective 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Upstream/downstream issues not always easy to coordinate 

Aligning ICPR plans and activities to changing national and EU policies and 
programmes 
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(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?:  

The main concrete achievement of ICPR has been a tremendous 
improvement in the ecological and chemical quality of the Rhine and later 
also its tributaries. This has been achieved through both measures to reduce 
pollution and river restoration measures e.g. through improving the 
ecological connectivity and spawning grounds. Also, the flood management 
has substantially improved. Next to this, improvements include the exchange 
of data and information between the parties, including a warning and alarm 
system, and a certain level of alignment of measures and plans in the riparian 
countries. Key to this success has been close cooperation at technical and 
political level and the subsequent building of trust as well as mutual 
understanding among the countries along the river and in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.iksr.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente_en/Convention_on_t
he_Protection_of_the_Rhine_12.04.99-EN_01.pdf 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

The Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, the French Republic, 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Swiss 
Confederation, and the European Community 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint secretariat  

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics): see ICPR 
organigram below 
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Other features (please list):  

Adaptive working structure. Project and expert groups are established 
as needed, often with a time limited mandate 

Regular ministerial conferences  

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): 

There is no joint communication strategy as such, but elements of it as 
joint brochures and reports on the tasks and results of the ICPR/CC, 
joint press releases, interviews in media 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: In general, challenges relate to aligning ICPR 
plans and activities with changing national and EU policies and 
programmes, and coming to agreement on newly arising issues and 
setting the agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true:  

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 Plenary assembly once a year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 
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(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?:  See 2. f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: 

Relevant coastal states are Parties to the joint body or the CC (France, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Germany).  

Contacts exist with OSPAR Convention and Baltic Sea Convention. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details:  

Internationally coordinated Rhine river basin management plan 2015 
(http://www.iksr.org/en/water-framework-directive/river-basin-management-plan-
2015/index.html) 

 
Internationally coordinated Rhine river flood risk management plan 2015 
(http://www.iksr.org/en/floods-directive/flood-risk-management-plan/index.html) 

 
Rhine 2020 – Program on the sustainable development of the Rhine  
(http://www.iksr.org/en/international-cooperation/rhine-2020/index.html) 

Sediment Management Plan 
(http://www.iksr.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente_en/Reports/Bericht_
175e.pdf and http://www.iksr.org/en/topics/pollution/sediments/index.html) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): See plans mentioned under 4., inter alia 

 preserve freely flowing river sections 
 restore river dynamics 
 (permit) a more varied design of the structure of river banks and 

bottom 
 open old alluvial areas to the river 
 change to more extensive agriculture in the floodplain 
 remove obstacles to the migration of the river fauna 
 reconnect old river branches and torrents 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

(b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  
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Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list):  
 
Flood protection measures and their possible effects 
 
Climate change scenarios 

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: http://iksr.bafg.de/iksr/ 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): Largely technicalities like frequency, 
comparability, metadata, number format, etc.. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): Better overview on the 
whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for early warning and 
alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ issues and 
problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  
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Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: 
Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

Annual progress reports (http://www.iksr.org/en/documentsarchive/progress-
reports/index.html) 

River basin management plan 2015 (http://www.iksr.org/en/water-
framework-directive/river-basin-management-plan-2015/index.html) 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on quality objectives that the EU Water Framework Directive 
and its daughter directives set for priority substances and priority hazardous 
substances and for groundwater, and Rhine river specific pollutants. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 
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 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: 

Several bilateral treaties, independent from the Rhine Convention. They deal 
with the transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. on who cooperates 
how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body:  

See list on ICPR website: http://www.iksr.org/en/international-
cooperation/about-us/observers/ngos/index.html 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): German implementation report for the Aarhus 
Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer – German- Austrian water 

resources in the Danube Basin 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Agreement between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of 
Austria on Cooperation on Management of Water Resources in the Danube 
Basin (Regensburg Treaty) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: All water bodies in the Austrian and German 
Danube basin upstream “Donau-Jochenstein”. 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Germany  

Austria 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): Coordination of different interests concerning border 
waters (e.g. hydropower versus river restoration) 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: The main 
achievements have been improvement in the ecological and chemical quality 
of water bodies in the Danube basin. This has been achieved through both 
measures to reduce pollution and river restoration measures. Also, the flood 
management has improved. Next to this, improvements include the exchange 
of data and information between the parties, including a regional warning and 
alarm system, and a certain level of alignment of measures and plans in the 
riparian countries. Key to this success has been close cooperation at technical 
level and the subsequent building of trust as well as mutual understanding 
among the countries. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

vertrag-bgbl.pdf

 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 
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 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Germany 

Austria 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in] 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

Working Group on Management and Protection of water bodies 

Working Group on water quantity management and hydraulic 
engineering 

Expert group on thermal water 

Committee for revision of existing agreements and treaties 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): National river basin management plans 
are coordinated using the joint bodies. 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  
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Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 All bodies in general once a year. 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2.f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Coastal waters are no issue in this 
commission. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: Cooperation concerning all water 
management issues relevant for border waters (see text of the agreement) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): Joint model on the use of a transboundary 
thermal water body 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  
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Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): Better overview on the 
border waters, comparability, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems. 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring:  

Harmonisation of national methodologies used for evaluation of monitoring 
data, inconsistencies in monitoring data along border rivers 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment: [fill in] 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 
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 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on EU water legislation. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: Those activities happen within the ICPDR 
(International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River) 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: Bilateral agreement on who cooperates 
how in case of disasters. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify):  

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II. Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer –  German- Czech 

transboundary waters 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Agreement between the Czech Republic and the Federal Republic of 
Germany in the Field of Water Management at Border Waters  

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: Transboundary waters at the border 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Czech Republic 

Federal Republic of Germany 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: The main 
has been improvement in the ecological and chemical quality of the border 
waters . This has been achieved through both measures to reduce pollution 
and river restoration measures. Also, the flood management has improved. 
Next to this, improvements include the exchange of data and information 
between the parties, including a regional warning and alarm system, and a 
certain level of alignment of measures and plans in the riparian countries. 
Key to this success has been close cooperation at technical level and the 
subsequent building of trust as well as mutual understanding among the 
countries. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

text_xav.mht
 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 
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   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Czech Republic 

Federal Republic of Germany 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in] 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

Two standing committees for the cooperation between the German 
Federal State Bavaria and the Czech Republic as well as for the 
cooperation between the German Federal State Saxony and the 
Federal Republic 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: Sometimes different expectations of the 
countries, which have to be coordinated to find a joint solution. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  
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 All bodies meet once a year. 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?:  See 2.f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany as coastal state is already 
Party to the agreement. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: Cooperation concerning all water 
management issues relevant for border waters (see text of the agreement) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 
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Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): Better overview on the 
border waters, comparability, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems. 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any:  

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: [fill 
in] 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment: [fill in] 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on EU water legislation. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 
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No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: Such measures are taken in the framework 
of the ICPO and ICPE (International Commissions for the Protection 
of the Oder and the Elbe). 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: Bilateral treaty on who cooperates how in 
case of catastropies 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify):  

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer – German-Dutch border 

waters 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Treaty from 8 April 1960 between the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands for the regulation of border questions and other 
problems between the two countries  

Treaty between the Federal Republic of Germand and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands concerning Arrangements for the Cooperation in the Ems 
Estuary (Ems-Dollart Treaty) 

Protocol to the Ems-Dollart Treaty concerning cooperation on water and 
nature protection issues 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: Border waters 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Germany 

Netherlands 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  
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Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: The main 
has been improvement in the ecological and chemical quality of the border 
waters . This has been achieved through both measures to reduce pollution 
and river restoration measures. Next to this, improvements include the 
exchange of data and information between the parties, and a certain level of 
alignment of measures and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success 
has been close cooperation at technical level and the subsequent building of 
trust as well as mutual understanding among the countries. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  
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Treaty from 8 April 1960 between the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands for the regulation of border questions and other 
problems between the two countries 
(https://www.bgbl.de/xaver/bgbl/start.xav?startbk=Bundesanzeiger_BGBl#_
_bgbl__%2F%2F*%5B%40attr_id%3D%27bgbl263s0458.pdf%27%5D__14
94174941215), see there chapter four of the Border Treaty, which deals with 
the bilateral water commission 

Protocol to the Ems-Dollart Treaty 

Ems Dollart 
Umweltprotokoll.pdf

 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Germany 

Netherlands 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in] 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

Six regional working groups 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 
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Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 All bodies once a year. 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2.f) above 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany and the Netherlands are 
coastal states and members of the bilateral commission. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: Cooperation concerning all water 
management issues relevant for border waters (see text of the agreements) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
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transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): [fill in] 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  Joint monitoring is realised in the international river basin 
commissions or bodies. 

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: [fill in] 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: [fill 
in] 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  
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If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment: [fill in] 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on EU water legislation. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: Bilateral treaty and who cooperates how 
in case of disasters. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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  Other (please specify):  

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer – German-Polish border 

waters 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Agreement between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of 
Poland on Cooperation in the Field of Water Management at Border Waters 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: Border waters 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Republic of Poland 

Federal Republic of Germany 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: The main 
has been improvement in the ecological and chemical quality of the border 
waters . This has been achieved through both measures to reduce pollution 
and river restoration measures. Also, the flood management has improved. 
Next to this, improvements include the exchange of data and information 
between the parties, and a certain level of alignment of measures and plans in 
the riparian countries. Key to this success has been close cooperation since up 
to now 25 years at technical level and the subsequent building of trust as well 
as mutual understanding among the countries. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

vertragsgesetz 
grenzgewässerkommission.mht

 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 
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   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Federal Republic of Germany 

Republic of Poland 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe): [fill in] 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

Four working groups on specific topics (hydrology/hydrogeology, 
protection of border waters, maintenance of border waters, planning 
concerning border waters) 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: Sometimes different expectations of the 
countries, which have to be coordinated to find a joint solution. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  
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 Bilateral commission once a year 

 Working groups at least once a year 

 There joint inspection journeys along the border waters (Oder, Lausitzer 
Neiße) once a year 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2.f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany and Poland as coastal 
states are Parties to the bilateral commission. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: Cooperation concerning all water 
management issues relevant for border waters (see text of the agreement) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   
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 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe): Better overview on the 
whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for early warning and 
alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ issues and 
problems. 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: Sampling at the same time 

The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and biological 
parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions on the 
trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring. Very 
seldom lack of resources. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

Yearly joint monitoring reports, see 
http://www.wasserblick.net/servlet/is/110115/  

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 
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 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on EU water legislation. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Bilateral cooperation in EU INTERREG projects 
with regard to climate change  

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: Bilateral treaty on who cooperates how in 
case of disasters. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): German implementation report for the Aarhus 
Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer - Danube 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Convention on Co-operation for the Protection and Sustainable Use of the 
River Danube  

Agreement on Cooperation on Management of Water Resources in the 
Danube Basin (Regensburg Treaty –AT, DE) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?:  

Countries with small parts of the basin (less than 2.000 km²) are not part of 
the agreement, like e.g. Poland 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list): 

Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Hungary, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Ukraine 

 (b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  
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Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Aligning ICPDR plans and activities to changing national policies and 
programmes. 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: 

The main concrete achievement of ICPDR has been an improvement in the 
ecological and chemical quality of the Danube and its basin. This has been 
achieved through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration 
measures. Also, the flood management has improved, via the joint flood risk 
management plan. Next to this, improvements include the exchange of data 
and information between the parties, including a warning and alarm system, 
and a certain level of alignment of measures and plans in the riparian 
countries. Key to this success has been good cooperation at technical and 
political level and the subsequent building of trust as well as mutual 
understanding among the countries along the river and in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.icpdr.org/main/sites/default/files/DRPC%20English%20ver.pdf  
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3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Hungary, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Ukraine 

 (d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint Secretariat 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

See ICPDR organigram 
(http://www.icpdr.org/main/sites/default/files/nodes/documents/icpdr-
organigram.pdf)  

Other features (please list):  

Regular ministerial conferences  

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: 

Aligning ICPDR plans and activities to changing national and EU 
policies and  programmes 

Coordination of some upstream/downstream issues not always easy, 
EU Member States and Non EU countries 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   
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Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe):  Countries with less than 2.000 km² are not 
part of the joint body. In case data would be needed there were 
bilateral contacts . 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

Plenary assembly and Standing Working Group (HOD level) once a 
year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2. f) above  

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Ukraine, Romania and Bulgaria as 
Coastal States are Parties to the ICPDR. Cooperation with the Black Sea 
Commission. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f))? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: 

Updated River Basin Management Plan 
(http://www.icpdr.org/main/activities-projects/river-basin-management-plan-
update-2015) 

First Flood Risk Management Plan 
(http://www.icpdr.org/main/sites/default/files/nodes/documents/1stdfrmp-
final.pdf) 

Joint Statement on Navigation and Enviornment 
(http://www.icpdr.org/main/activities-projects/joint-statement-navigation-
environment) 

Guiding Principles on Sustainable Hydropower 
(http://www.icpdr.org/main/activities-projects/hydropower) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  
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Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): See River basin Management Plan under 4. 
Above. 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: 
http://www.icpdr.org/main/publications/databases 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe):  

 Largely technicalities like frequency, comparability, metadata, number 
format, etc. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  

Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     
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Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: 

The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and biological 
parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions on the 
trends. 

The up to now 3 Joint Danube Surveys have significantly improved the 
knowledge on the main stream and tributaries as well as on methodologies 
(see http://www.icpdr.org/main/activities-projects/jds3) 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring 

Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

Updated River Basin Management Plan, see link under 4. above 

Joint Danube Survey 3 (see http://www.icpdr.org/main/activities-
projects/jds3) 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?:  

According to the EU Water Framework Directive and its daughter directives 
on priority substances and groundwater 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 
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Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary:  

Several bilateral treaties, independent from the Danube Convention. They deal 
with the transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. on who cooperates 
how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: 

See list (http://www.icpdr.org/main/icpdr/observers) 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify):  

  ICPDR has a public participation expert group 

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer - Elbe 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements: [fill 
in] 

Convention on the International Commission for the Protection of the Elbe 

Treaty on Cooperation on Transboundary Waters (CZ , DE) (see separate 
file) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: [fill in] 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Federal Republic of Germany 

Czech Republic 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

 If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Aligning ICPR plans and activities to changing national and EU policies and 
programmes 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: 

The main concrete achievement of ICPE has been a significant improvement 
in the ecological and chemical quality of the Elbe and its basin. This has been 
achieved through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration 
measures. Also, the flood management has improved. Next to this, 
improvements include the exchange of data and information between the 
parties, including a warning and alarm system, and a certain level of 
alignment of measures and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success 
has been good cooperation at technical level and the subsequent building of 
trust as well as mutual understanding among the countries along the river and 
in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:21991A1123%2801%29&rid=1 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 
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 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list): 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Czech Republic 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint secretariat 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 
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(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: 

In general, challenges relate to aligning ICPE plans and activities with 
changing national policies and programmes, and coming to agreement 
on newly arising issues and setting the agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

Plenary assembly and HODs once a year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2. f) above 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany is coastal state and Party 
to the ICPE Convention. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: 

Second International River Basin Management Plan (http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/D/06_Publikationen/01_Wasserrahm
enrichtlinie/2015_IKSE-IntBewiPlan_2016-2021_Web.pdf, available in 
German and Czech) 

First International Flood Risk Management Plan http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/D/06_Publikationen/02_Hochwassers
chutz/2015_IKSE-IHWRMP.pdf 

Sediment Management Concept ( http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/D/06_Publikationen/01_Wasserrahm
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enrichtlinie/2014_IKSE-Abschlussbericht%20Sediment.pdf, available in 
German, Czech, English executive summary http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/E/06_Publikationen/01_Wasserrahme
nrichtlinie/2015_ICPER-Infomation-Sheet_Sediment.pdf) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address:  

See ICPE monitoring programme 2017 (http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/D/04_Themen/02_Gewasserguete/Do
kumente_IMPE/IMPE/IKSE-Messprogramm_2017.pdf) 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe):  

Largely technicalities like frequency, comparability, metadata, number 
format, etc. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  
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Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: 

The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and biological 
parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions on the 
trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring:  

Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

Second International River Basin Management Plan, see link under 4. above 

ICPE monitoring programme 2017 (http://www.ikse-
mkol.org/fileadmin/media/user_upload/D/04_Themen/02_Gewasserguete/Do
kumente_IMPE/IMPE/IKSE-Messprogramm_2017.pdf) 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?:  

According to the EU Water Framework Directive and its daughter directives 
on priority substances and groundwater. 
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10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary:  

Bilateral treaty, independent from the Elbe Convention. It deals with the 
transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. on who cooperates how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body:  

BUND (German environment NGO) 

Grüne Liga (German environment NGO) 

WWF Germany 

Arnika (Czech environment NGO) 

Kammerunion Elbe/Oder (Commerce) 

Hochwasserpartnerschaft Elbe (German Flood Partnership) 

Fernwasserversorgung Harz (German drinking water producers in the 
Harz region) 

DWA (German Water and Wastewater Association) 
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Landwirtschaftskammer Hannover (German agricultural association, 
regional) 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): German implementation report for the Aarhus 
Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer - Ems 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Cooperation on the Ems basin is based on the exchange of ministerial letters 
among Germany and the Netherlands 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation:  

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: [fill in] 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Germany 

Netherlands 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  
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Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable): Aligning Ems plans and activities to changing 
national and EU policies and programmes 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?:  

The main concrete achievement of cooperation in the Ems basin has been a 
improvement in the ecological and chemical quality. This has been achieved 
through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration measures e.g. 
through improving the ecological connectivity. Also, the flood management 
has improved. Next to this, improvements include the exchange of data and 
information between the parties, and a certain level of alignment of measures 
and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success has been cooperation 
at technical level and the subsequent building of trust as well as mutual 
understanding among the countries. 

 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable): [fill in] 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 
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   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): There is no international Ems commission, 
but a similar working structure as in river basin commissions. 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Germany 

Netherlands 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint secretariat. 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: In general, challenges relate to aligning Ems 
plans and activities with changing national and EU policies and 
programmes, and coming to agreement on newly arising issues and 
setting the agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 
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Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 International coordination group meets only if needed 

 Other bodies meet twice a year. 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2.f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany as the relevant coastal 
state is already part of the Ems cooperation. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f))? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details:  

International River Basin Management Plan (http://www.ems-
eems.de/fileadmin/templates/permalinks/WRRL/2015_BWP_Ems/2015_int_
BWP_Ems_DE.pdf, available in German and Dutch) 

International Report on the Coordination of the Flood Risk Management 
Directive in the Ems Basin (http://www.ems-
eems.de/fileadmin/templates/permalinks/HWRM-
RL/2015_HWRMP_Ems/int_Koord_Stand_Dez_2015_DE.pdf, available in 
German and Dutch) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 
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6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): Largely technicalities like frequency, 
comparability, metadata, number format, etc.. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  

Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  
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Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: 
Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

See Basin Management Plan, link under 4. above 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on quality objectives that the EU Water Framework Directive 
and its daughter directives set for priority substances and priority hazardous 
substances and for groundwater. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 
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 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary:  

Bilateral treaty deal with the transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. 
on who cooperates how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): German implementation report for the Aarhus 
Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer - Meuse 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

International Meuse Convention 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: [fill in] 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Germany 

France 

Belgium (three regions and kingdom) 

Netherlands, 

Luxemburg 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

  If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  
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Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Aligning IMC plans and activities to changing national and EU policies and 
programmes 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?: 

The main concrete achievement of IMC  has been improvement in the 
ecological and chemical quality of the Meuse and its basin. This has been 
achieved through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration 
measures e.g. through improving the ecological connectivity. Also, the flood 
management has substantially improved. Next to this, improvements include 
the exchange of data and information between the parties, including a 
warning and alarm system, and a certain level of alignment of measures and 
plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success has been close cooperation 
at technical level and the subsequent building of trust as well as mutual 
understanding among the countries along the river and in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.meuse-maas.be/CIM/media/ACCORDS/accord-gand_d.pdf (also 
available in Dutch and French) 
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3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Germany 

France 

Belgium (three regions and kingdom) 

Netherlands, 

Luxemburg 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint Secretariat 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 
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(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any:  

In general, challenges relate to aligning IMC plans and activities with 
changing national and EU policies and programmes, and coming to 
agreement on newly arising issues and setting the agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 Plenary assembly once a year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?:  See 2.  f) above. 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany, Belgium, France, The 
Netherlands are coastal states and Parties to the Meuse Convention. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details:  

Second river basin management plan (http://www.meuse-
maas.be/CIM/media/Rapport-faitier-dec-
2015/Rapport_faitier_Maqua_15_1rev11_d_.pdf) 

Flood risk management plan (http://www.meuse-
maas.be/CIM/media/DI/PGRI%20-%20d%c3%a9c%202015/pr-
PGRI_Minond_15_4rev2_d.pdf) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 
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Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address: [fill in] 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): 

 Largely technicalities like frequency, comparability, metadata, number 
format, etc. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  

Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     
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Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: 
Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

See River Basin Management Plan, link under 4. above 

Report on the homogenous monitoring network (main stream) 2011 – 2013 
(http://www.meuse-maas.be/CIM/media/PUBLICATIONS_Rapport-faitier-
monitor_progr-
surveillance/Brochure_RMH_2011_2013_Mmonitor_15_10rev4_d_.pdf?ext
=.pdf) 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on quality objectives that the EU Water Framework Directive 
and its daughter directives set for priority substances and priority hazardous 
substances and for groundwater. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  
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Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide a brief summary: Several bilateral treaties.They deal with 
the transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. on who cooperates how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: [fill in] 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): 

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country Name: Federal Republic of Germany 

Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer – Mosel/Saar 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements: [fill 
in] 

Protocol between the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany and 
the French Republic on the constitution of the International Commission for 
the Protection of the Saar against Pollution 

Protocol between the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
French Republic and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg on the constitution of 
the International Commission for the Protection of the Mosel against 
Pollution 

(Comment: Though two Protocols and two commissions the three countries 
work together under the ICPMS umbrella.) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: The Protocols are rather old (1961), have never 
been updated, but are interpreted to cover the whole basins of Mosel and 
Saar. 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list): 

Germany 

France  

Luxemburg  

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the 
agreement/arrangement? 

  Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 
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Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  

Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Aligning ICPMS plans and activities to changing national and EU policies 
and programmes 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?:  

The main concrete achievement of ICPMS has been an improvement in the 
ecological and chemical quality of the Mosel and the Saar. This has been 
achieved through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration 
measures. Also, the flood management has substantially improved. Next to 
this, improvements include the exchange of data and information between the 
parties, including a warning and alarm system, and a certain level of 
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alignment of measures and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success 
has been close cooperation at technical level and the subsequent building of 
trust as well as mutual understanding among the countries along the river and 
in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.iksms-
cipms.de/servlet/is/399/Moselprotokoll_d.pdf?command=downloadContent&
filename=Moselprotokoll_d.pdf 

http://www.iksms-
cipms.de/servlet/is/399/Saarprotokoll%20_d.pdf?command=downloadConten
t&filename=Saarprotokoll _d.pdf 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 

 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Germany 

France 

Luxemburg 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint secretariat of both commissions 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  
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Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: In general, challenges relate to aligning ICPR 
plans and activities with changing national policies and programmes, 
and coming to agreement on newly arising issues and setting the 
agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

 Plenary assembly once a year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2. f) above 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  
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If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: Germany as the relevant coastal 
state is Party to the ICPMS and to the ICPR (Rhine) 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details: [fill in] 

River Basin Management Plan 2016 – 2021 (http://www.iksms-
cipms.de/servlet/is/66955/Bewirtschaftungsplan%20Mosel%20Saar_2016_2
021.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Bewirtschaftungsplan 
Mosel Saar_2016_2021.pdf, available in German and French) 

Flood Risk Management Plan (http://www.iksms-
cipms.de/servlet/is/66957/Hochwasserrisikomanagementplan_mit%20Anlage
n.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Hochwasserrisikomanagemen
tplan_mit Anlagen.pdf, available in German and French) 

5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): [fill in] 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address:  
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http://www.iksms-cipms.de/servlet/is/64811/ 

http://www.iksms-cipms.de/servlet/is/64812/ 

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe): Largely technicalities like frequency, 
comparability, metadata, number format, etc. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  

Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  

(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: [fill 
in] 

Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

River Basin Management Plan 2016 – 2021 (link see under 4. above) 

Report on the Development of Water Quality of Mosel and Saar 1990 – 2010 
(http://www.iksms-
cipms.de/servlet/is/411/Wasserbeschaffenheitsbericht_Rapport%20qualit_20
13.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Wasserbeschaffenheitsberich
t_Rapport qualit_2013.pdf) 
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9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: Based on quality objectives that the EU Water Framework Directive 
and its daughter directives set for priority substances and priority hazardous 
substances and for groundwater. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  

11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary: 

Bilateral treaties. They deal with the transboundary cooperation in case of 
disasters, e.g. on who cooperates how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body: 

ALUSEAU (Luxemburg waste water management association) 

RWE Power 

Availability of information to the public  
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Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify):  

  German implementation report for the Aarhus Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  
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Template for reporting under the Water Convention and for global SDG indicator 6.5.2 

Country name: Federal Republic of Germany 

II.Questions for each transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer - Oder 

Please complete this second section for each transboundary basin, river, lake or 
aquifer, or for group of basins covered by the same agreement or arrangement and 
where conditions are similar. It might also be convenient to group basins or sub-
basins for which your country’s share is very small.1 In some instances, you may 
provide information on both a basin and one or more of its sub-basins, for example, 
where you have agreements2 on both the basin and its sub-basin. You may 
coordinate your responses with other States with which your country shares the 
basin or aquifer or even prepare a joint report for shared basins. General information 
on transboundary water management at the national level should be provided in 
section I and not repeated here. 

Please reproduce the whole section II with its questions for each transboundary 
basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins for which you will provide a reply. 

  Name of the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer, or group thereof, list 
of the riparian States, and country’s share of the basin: [fill in] 

1. Is there one or more transboundary (bilateral or multilateral) agreement(s) or 
arrangement(s) on this basin (art. 9)? 

One or more agreements or arrangements exist and are in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed but not in force  

Agreement or arrangement developed, but not in force for all riparians  

Please insert the name of the agreement or agreements or arrangements:  

Convention on the International Commission for the Protection of the Oder 
against Pollution 

Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Water Management at Border 
Waters (DE, PL) 

Agreement or arrangement is under development  

No agreement  

If there is no agreement or arrangement or it is not in force, please explain 
briefly why not and provide information on any plans to address the 
situation: [fill in] 

  If there is no agreement or arrangement and no joint body for the 

transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer then jump to question 4; if there is 

no agreement, but a joint body then go to question 3.  

  Questions 2 and 3 to be completed for each bilateral or multilateral agreement 
or arrangement in force in the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer or 
group of basins or sub-basins 

2. (a) Does this agreement or arrangement specify the basin area subject to 
cooperation? 

                                                           
 1 In principle, section 2 should be submitted for every transboundary basin, river, lake or 

aquifer, in the country, but States may decide to group basins in which their share is small or 
leave out basins in which their share is very minor, e.g., below 1 per cent.  

 2 In section II, “agreement” covers all kinds of treaties, conventions and agreements ensuring 
cooperation in the field of transboundary waters. Section II can also be completed for other 
types of arrangements, such as memorandums of understanding.  
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Yes /No  

If yes, does it cover the entire basin, or group of basins, and all riparian 
States?  

Yes /No  

If not, what does it cover?: [fill in] 

Or, if the agreement or arrangement relates to a sub-basin, does it cover the 
entire sub-basin? 

Yes /No  

Which States (including your own) are bound by the agreement or 
arrangement? (Please list):  

Federal Republic of Germany 

Czech Republic 

Republic of Poland 

(b) Are aquifers (or groundwater bodies) covered by the agreement/arrangement? 

Yes /No  

 (c) What is the sectoral scope of the agreement or arrangement? 

All water uses  

A single water use or sector   

Several water uses or sectors  

 If one or several water uses or sectors, please list (check as 
appropriate): 

  Water uses or sectors 

Industry  

Agriculture  

Transport (e.g., navigation)  

Households  

Energy: hydropower and other energy types  

Tourism  

Nature protection  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

 (d) What topics or subjects of cooperation are included in the agreement or 
arrangement (art. 9)? 

  Procedural and institutional issues 

Dispute and conflict prevention and resolution  

Institutional cooperation (joint bodies)  

Consultation on planned measures  

Mutual assistance (art. 15)  

  Topics of cooperation  

Joint vision and management objectives  

Joint significant water management issues  

Navigation  
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Environmental protection (ecosystem)  

Water quality  

Water quantity or allocation  

Cooperation in addressing floods  

Cooperation in addressing droughts  

Climate change adaptation  

  Monitoring and exchange 

Joint assessments  

Data collection and exchange (art. 13)  

Joint monitoring (art. 11)  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Common early warning and alarm procedures (art. 14)  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on planned measures  

  Joint planning and management 

Development of joint regulations on specific topics  

Development of international or joint river, lake or aquifer basin 
management or action plans  
Management of shared infrastructure  

Development of shared infrastructure  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the agreement or arrangement and its implementation, if any (please 
describe, if applicable):  

Aligning ICPO plans and activities to changing national and EU policies and 
programmes 

(f) What are the main achievements in implementing the agreement or 
arrangement and what were the keys to achieving such success?:  

The main concrete achievement of ICPO has been an improvement in the 
ecological and chemical quality of the Oder and its basin. This has been 
achieved through both measures to reduce pollution and river restoration 
measures. Also, the flood management has improved. Next to this, 
improvements include the exchange of data and information between the 
parties, including a warning and alarm system, and a certain level of 
alignment of measures and plans in the riparian countries. Key to this success 
has been good cooperation at technical level and the subsequent building of 
trust as well as mutual understanding among the countries along the river and 
in the basin. 

(g) Please attach a copy of the agreement or arrangement or provide the 
web address of the document (please attach document or insert web address, 
if applicable):  

http://www.mkoo.pl/index.php?mid=1&aid=7&lang=EN 

3. Is your country a member of an operational joint body or joint bodies for this 
agreement/arrangement (art. 9)? 
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 Yes /No  

If no, why not? (please explain): [fill in] 

   Where there is a joint body (or bodies) 

(a) If there is a joint body, which kind of joint body (please tick one)? 

Plenipotentiaries  

Bilateral commission  

Basin or similar commission  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(b) Does the joint body cover the entire transboundary basin or sub-basin, 
river, lake or aquifer, or group of basins, and all riparian States?  

Yes /No  

(c) Which States (including your own) are member of the joint body? 
(Please list):  

Federal Republic of Germany 

Czech Republic 

Republic of Poland 

(d) Does the joint body have any of the following features (please tick the 
ones applicable)? 

A secretariat  

If the secretariat is a permanent one, is it a joint secretariat or 
does each country host its own secretariat? (Please describe):  

Joint secretariat 

A subsidiary body or bodies  

Please list (e.g., working groups on specific topics):  

 

 

Other features (please list): [fill in] 

(e) What are the tasks and activities of this joint body (art. 9, para. 2)?3 

                                                           
 3 This may include tasks according to the agreement or tasks added by the joint body, or its 

subsidiaries. Both tasks which joint bodies coordinate and tasks which they implement should 
be included.  
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Identification of pollution sources  

Data collection and exchange  

Joint monitoring  

Maintenance of joint pollution inventories  

Setting emission limits  

Elaboration of joint water quality objectives  

Management and prevention of flood or drought risks  

Preparedness for extreme events, e.g., common early warning  
and alarm procedures  

Water allocation and/or flow regulation  

Policy development  

Control of implementation  

Exchange of experience between riparian States  

Exchange of information on existing and planned 

uses of water and related installations  

Settling of differences and conflicts  

Consultations on planned measures  

Exchange of information on best available technology  

Participation in transboundary EIA  

Development of river, lake or aquifer basin management or action 
plans  

Management of shared infrastructure  

Addressing hydromorphological alterations  

Climate change adaptation  

Joint communication strategy  

Basin-wide or joint public participation and consultation of,   
for example, basin management plans  

Joint resources to support transboundary cooperation  

Capacity-building  

Any other tasks (please list): [fill in] 

(f) What are the main difficulties and challenges that your country faces 
with the operation of the joint body, if any? 

Governance issues  

Please describe, if any: In general, challenges relate to aligning ICPR 
plans and activities with changing national policies and programmes, 
and coming to agreement on newly arising issues and setting the 
agenda. 

Unexpected planning delays  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of resources  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of mechanism for implementing measures  
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Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Lack of effective measures  

Please describe, if true: [fill in] 

Unexpected extreme events  

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Lack of information and reliable forecasts   

Please describe, if any: [fill in] 

Others (please list and describe, as appropriate): [fill in] 

(g) If not all riparian States are members of the joint body how does the 
body cooperate with them? 

No cooperation  

They have observer status  

Other (please describe): [fill in] 

(h)  Does the joint body or its subsidiary bodies meet regularly? 

Yes /No  

 If yes, how frequently does it meet?  

Plenary assembly and HODs once a year 

 Other bodies twice a year or more often if needed 

(i) What are the main achievements with regards to the joint body?: See 2 f) above 

(j) Are representatives of international organizations invited to the 
meetings of the joint body (or bodies) as observers? 

Yes /No  

(k) Did the joint body ever invite a coastal State to cooperate (art. 9, paras. 
3 and 4)? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please give details. If no, why not?: 

Germany and Poland (coastal states) are Parties to the Oder Convention. 

There are contacts to the Baltic Sea Commission. 

4. Is there a joint or coordinated management plan (such as an action plan or a 
common strategy) or have joint objectives been set specifically on the 
transboundary waters subject to cooperation (art. 9, para. 2 (f)) ? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide further details:  

Second river basin management plan 
(http://www.mkoo.pl/show.php?fid=5114&lang=DE, available in German, 
Polish and Czech) 

First flood risk management plan 
(http://www.mkoo.pl/show.php?fid=5114&lang=DE, available in German, 
Polish and Czech) 

Strategy on the joint solution of significant water management issues in the 
international Oder river basin district 
(http://www.mkoo.pl/show.php?fid=4292&lang=DE , available in German, 
Polish and Czech) 
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5. How is the transboundary basin, river, lake or aquifer protected, including the 
protection of ecosystems, in the context of sustainable and rational water use 
(art. 2, para. 2 (b), and art. 3, para. 1 (i)) ? 

Afforestation   

Restoration of ecosystems   

Environmental flow norms  

Groundwater measures (e.g., protection zones)  

Other measures (please list): see the plans and strategies mentioned under 4 
above 

6. (a) Does your country exchange information and data with other riparian 
States in the basin (art. 13)? 

Yes /No  

 (b) If yes, on what subjects are information and data exchanged? 

Environmental conditions (art. 13, para. (1) (a))  

Research activities and application of best available techniques  
(arts. 5, 12 and 13, para. 1 (b)) 

Emission monitoring data (art. 13, para. 1 (c))  

Planned measures taken to prevent, control or reduce 
transboundary impacts (art. 13, para. 1 (d))   

Point source pollution sources  

Diffuse pollution sources  

Existing hydromorphological alterations (dams, etc.)  

Discharges  

Water abstractions  

Future planned measures with transboundary impacts, such as  
infrastructure development  

Other subjects (please list): [fill in]   

 (c) Is there a shared database or information platform? 

Yes /No  

(d) Is the database publicly available? 

Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the web address:  ICPO Geoportal 
http://geoportal.mkoo.pl/IKSO/client/gisclient/index.html?&applicationId=24
02  

 (e) What are the main difficulties and challenges to data exchange, if 
applicable? (please describe):  

 Largely technicalities like frequency, comparability, metadata, number 
format, etc. 

(f) What are the main benefits of data exchange on the transboundary 
waters subject to cooperation? (please describe):  

Better overview on the whole basin, comparability, Improved possibilities for 
early warning and alarm system, improved understanding of other countries’ 
issues and problems 

7. Do the riparian States carry out joint monitoring in the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11, para. 1)? 

 Yes /No  
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(a) If yes, what does the joint monitoring cover?  

 Covered? Hydrological Ecological Chemical 

Border surface waters     

Surface waters in the entire basin     

Surface waters on the main watercourse     

Connected aquifers (or groundwaters)     

Unconnected aquifers (or groundwaters)      

(b) If joint monitoring is carried out, how is this done? 

National monitoring stations connected through a network  
or common stations  

Joint and agreed methodologies  

Joint sampling  

Common monitoring network  

Common agreed parameters  

(c) Please describe the main achievements regarding joint monitoring, if 
any: The long-term cooperation yields long time series of chemical and 
biological parameters that enable joint trend analyses and joint conclusions 
on the trends. 

In the ICPO there are practical joint exercises on sampling and analysing to 
compare national methods. 

(d) Please describe any difficulties experienced with joint monitoring: 

Deciding upon parameters and methodologies, and assuring comparability of 
data. 

8. Do the riparian States carry out joint assessment of the transboundary basin, 
river, lake or aquifer (art. 11)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, please provide the date of the last or only assessment, the frequency 
and scope (e.g., surface waters or groundwaters only, pollution sources, etc.) 
of the assessment:  

Assessment is done in the framework of the international river basin 
management plans, see link under 4.  above. 

9. Have the riparian States agreed to use joint water quality standards? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, is the basis an international or regional standard (please specify 
which) or has it been adapted from the national standards of the riparian 
States?: According to the EU Water Framework Directive and its daughter 
directives on priority substances and groundwater. 

10. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of accidental pollution (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for accidental water pollution  

Other (please list): [fill in] 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
 in place such measures?: [fill in]  
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11. What are the measures implemented to prevent or limit the transboundary 
impact of extreme weather events (art. 14)? 

Notification and communication  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for floods  

Coordinated or joint alarm system for droughts  

Joint climate change adaptation strategy  

Joint disaster risk reduction strategy  

Other (please list): Coordination of the implementation of the EU 
Flood Risk Management Directive = Joint disaster risk reduction 

No measures  

If not, why not? What difficulties does your country face in putting 
in place such measures?: [fill in] 

12. Are procedures in place for mutual assistance in case of a critical situation (art. 
15)? 

 Yes /No  

 If yes, please provide a brief summary:  

Bilateral treaties, independent from the Oder Convention. They deal with the 
transboundary cooperation in case of disasters, e.g. on who cooperates how. 

13. Are the public or relevant stakeholders involved in transboundary water 
management in the basin, river, lake or aquifer? (art. 16)? 

 Yes /No  

If yes, how? (please tick all applicable) (Please note: If your country is a 
Party to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention), you may refer to your country’s report under that Convention.): 

Stakeholders have observer status in a joint body  

If yes, please specify the stakeholders for each joint body:  

WWF Poland 

BUND (Environment NGO) Germany 

Kammerunion Elbe/Oder (Commerce) 

Availability of information to the public  

Consultation on planned measures or river basin management plans4  

Public involvement  

  Other (please specify): German implementation report for the Aarhus 
Convention 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop6/NIR_2017/2017_
Germany_AC_NIR_EN_tracked_changes.pdf 

                                                           
 4 Or, where applicable, aquifer management plans.  


















