
















Update of the national goals of the Czech Republic regarding the Protocol on 
Water and Health as of 1 October 2019 

 
 
The evaluation of existing goals from 2013 and the proposal of new goals were compiled by 
the inter-departmental work team (Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of 
Environment) with respect to the Protocol on Water and Health (hereinafter the “Protocol”), 
based on an evaluation of the situation at the start of 2019.  
 
Goal Nos. 5, 11 and 18 are fulfilled on an ongoing basis according to the stipulated schedule 
and it has not yet been necessary to change them. Their wording is also adequate. The 
following changes are proposed for the remaining goals: 
 
Goal No. 1: New values were proposed for this goal, which better reflect the improvement of 
drinking water quality in the public supply system in the past 10 years. There is very little 
room for further improvement. This goal should be fulfilled on an ongoing basis. 
 
Goal No. 2: Due to little public interest, the declaration of a support program to replace lead 
pipes in residential buildings was terminated. However, we consider the issue of lead in 
drinking water important and propose conducting a risk assessment of indoor water mains in 
priority buildings in accordance with the requirements of the amended Directive 98/83/EC for 
the presence of lead in drinking water, including the stipulation of corrective measures. 
 
Goal No. 3: Although the system of investigating and evaluating water-related epidemics has 
improved substantially in CZ in recent years due to the training of employees at regional 
public health authorities on this issue, a methodical recommendation for the investigation and 
evaluation of epidemics has not yet been compiled, mainly due to staffing reasons and also 
because at the end of 2019, the WHO issued a special and modern handbook for parties to 
the Protocol focused on the investigation of water-borne diseases.  
 
Goal No. 4: The publication of an overview of water-related epidemics is expected in five-
year cycles. 
 
Goal No. 6: It is necessary to increase the share of treated wastewater. In this context, it is 
essential to ensure the intensive construction of new sewerage collectors and wastewater 
treatment plants and renew drainage networks with the intensification of existing wastewater 
treatment plants, in order to meet the statutory requirements in the area of released 
wastewater quality, especially Council Directive 91/271/EEC, on the treatment of municipal 
wastewater. As concerns the change in the fulfilment deadline, the reason is the need to 
gradually adapt wastewater treatment technologies to legal regulations, which make the 
requirements for wastewater treatment stricter. 
 
Goal No. 7: The change was made due to a specification of the wording of the goal based 
on Directive 91/271/EEC. 
 
Goal No. 8: The rewording of the goal is a specification of the text based on the Framework 
Directive on waters, Art. 4 (1) (a) (iv): member states will implement the necessary measures 
pursuant to Art. 16 (1) and (8) with the aim of gradually reducing pollution by priority 
substances and ceasing or gradually reducing the emission, release and leakage of priority 
dangerous substances, without affecting the respective international agreements of the 
participating parties set forth in Article 1; and from the Framework Directive on waters, Art. 4 
(C). The deadline was changed based on the Directive. The fulfilment indicator is changed 
for legislative reasons - Government Regulation No. 61/2003 was replaced with Government 
Regulation No. 401/2015.  
 



Goal No. 9: It is necessary to continuously monitor whether swimming water quality and 
water quality for purification into drinking water meets the requirements of EU directives.  
 
Goal No. 10: The amended wording of the goal is more specific. The fulfilment deadline 
must be extended because a good ecological status and good quantitative and chemical 
status of ground water was not achieved by 2015. Directive 2000/60/EC allows the extension 
of the deadline until 2027. 
 
Goal No. 12: The fulfilment deadline is extended due to the ongoing, currently 2nd phase of 
the national inventory of contaminated locations. 
 
Goal No. 13: The task was fulfilled. The action plans are updated in regular four-year 
intervals. The action plan measures are discussed with the EC and the implementation of the 
measures is reported to the Commission.  
 
Goal No. 14: The National Action Plan to reduce the use of pesticides in the Czech Republic 
(NAP) stipulated tasks to reduce the risk and limit the impacts of pesticide use on human 
health and the environment, and the introduction of integrated plant protection and 
alternative procedures to reduce dependency on pesticides. The tasks include ensuring a 
system of preventing water source contamination with pesticides, including monitoring, 
ensuring the availability of information about the application of pesticide substances in 
specific localities, implementation of regulations for the use of certain products to protect 
plants (or transition to less harmful plant protection products) in high-risk areas and changing 
the management methods in PZ. The Czech government approved the NAP under resolution 
No. 660 of 12 September 2012, and on 6 June 2018 it approved the Updated National Action 
Plan for the use of pesticides for the period of 2018 – 2022. The Updated NAP should be 
directed towards these goals, even though it has not stipulated specific fulfilment deadlines.  
 
Goal No. 15: The obligation to prepare plans for river basis for the 1st planning period was 
fulfilled. In the following years, the updating of these plans was and will be conducted. In 
2010, the first update of the plans for the second planning period of 2015 - 2021 was 
initiated. Within the framework of preparing the third planning period, a second update of the 
plans for river basins for the period of 2021 - 2027 will be carried out. The fulfilment deadline 
was extended due to the update of the river basin plans, which is stipulated for 2021. The 
wording of the goals and fulfilment indicators incorrectly mentioned Morava, but the river 
basin plans are compiled for the Elbe, Danube and Odra river basins. 
 
Goal No. 16: The Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of the Environment in cooperation with 
other central water management authorities of the Czech Republic, i.e. the Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of Transport and Ministry of Defence, in coordination with the Ministry of Interior, 
ensure the operation of the VODA Water Management Information Portal (voda.gov.cz), 
which presents information about our waters in a clear manner through easily accessible 
applications. Other examples of publications and website demonstrate the activities 
conducted (among other) in this area. 
 
Goal No. 17: Given the fundamental changes in drinking water legislation in CZ in 
compliance with the prepared amendment of Council Directive 98/83/EC on water quality 
intended for human consumption, we consider it necessary to address the issue of risk 
assessment (WSP) within the Protocol, as well. The drinking water supply system operators 
in CZ are obliged to compile a risk assessment by the end of 2023 - the key requirement of 
the assessment is to consider potential (hygienic) risks to drinking water quality. Because the 
risk assessment (or operation rules, of which the risk assessment is a part) are approved by 
a public health protection authority, there is a mutual understanding between water 
managers and hygienists - the water managers recognise new hygienic risks and their 
context, while the hygienists become familiar with the functioning of the water supply system 
while approving the operation rules. 



 
Goal No. 19: The Ministry of Agriculture publication regularly reflects the development of the 
waterworks and sewerage sector and offers data mainly of an economic character, including 
the impact of the scope of infrastructure assets operated by one operator on operation 
efficiency.  
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