
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International 

Lakes  

 
CAN TRANSBOUNDARY ISSUES BE RESOLVED IN A  

NON-CONFRONTATIONAL MANNER? 
An ambitious agenda for the Implementation Committee  

of the Water Convention 
 

Timing: Wednesday, 18 November, 8:30 -9:45  
Location: Room Bartok  
Languages: English, French and Russian with simultaneous interpretation 

Background and side event objectives 

Recognising the complex nature of transboundary water cooperation and the several legal, administrative 

and technical implications that this brings to neighbouring countries, the Implementation Committee of the 

Water Convention was established in 2012 as an impartial and independent mechanism to facilitate, 

promote and safeguard the implementation and application and compliance with the Water Convention.  

The event will gather almost all members of the Implementation Committee and offer participants the 

opportunity to familiarise themselves with the functions of the Committee and its role as a simple non-

confrontational, non-adversarial, transparent, supportive and cooperative mechanism which builds on the 

distinctive collaborative spirit of the Convention.   

After 3 years since its establishment, the Implementation Committee is still as at a very early stage of its 

development but the potentials are significant. However, how much the Committee will be able to support 

implementation of the Convention will depend on the trust that Parties and non-Parties will have in its 

work and how relevant it will be for different actors involved in transboundary water cooperation, such as 

NGOs and financing institutions. The event will therefore explore the opportunities, expectations and 

concrete benefits that can be derived from the implementation mechanism by the existing Parties, 

perspective Parties, other actors and the general public. 

More information on the Implementation Committee is available at 

http://www.unece.org/env/water/implementation_committee.html 

Programme 

1. Objectives and functions of the Implementation Committee 

Mr. Attila Tanzi, Chair of the Implementation Committee 

2. Beyond legal aspects: technical assistance in promoting transboundary cooperation 

Mr. Ivan Zavadsky, Member of the Implementation Committee 

 

3. Benefits from a non-confrontational supportive mechanism for financing institutions and their role 

with regard the Committee’s function to facilitate technical and financial assistance  

Mr. Bartholomew Judd, European Investment Bank 

 

4. NGOs expectations from the Committee and their potential to support its work 

Mr. Serhiy Vykhryst, European ECOFORUM 

 

5. Questions and answers with Committee members 

Interactive discussion 


