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8 February 2018 

 

To:  Focal Points and relevant stakeholders under the Industrial Accidents Convention 

and the Committee on Housing and Land Management 

 

Dear Focal Points, dear Colleagues, 

 

 We wish to invite you to the Seminar on Land-Use Planning and Industrial Safety which 

will be held from 16 to 17 May 2018, at the Mechelen Conference Centre near Brussels, 

Belgium. The Seminar is organized by the secretariats of the UNECE Industrial Accidents 

Convention and the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management, in cooperation 

with the European Investment Bank (the EU bank) and the government of Flanders (Belgium). 

It is part of the workplan for 2017-2018 of the UNECE Industrial Accidents Convention and 

the Programme of Work for 2018-2019 of the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land 

Management. 

 

 A concept note for the seminar and the link to the online registration are available on the 

meeting web page at http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=47225. Further information 

regarding the seminar, including a draft agenda and a logistical note, will be made available on 

the above website closer to the meeting. 

 

 The purpose of the seminar is to ensure greater integration of industrial safety, land-use 

planning and environmental assessment procedures – to be able to make coordinated decisions 

on accident prevention and risk reduction. To this end, practical case studies showcasing 

Parties' experiences and lessons learned in the cooperation between land-use planning and 

industrial safety for industrial accident prevention will be presented. The case studies will 

highlight land-use planning decisions that were influenced by industrial safety considerations 

and show opportunities for cooperation among land-use planners and industrial safety experts. 

 

 The Seminar will feature panel discussions on exchanging experiences and good 

practices and a role-play between the land use planners and industrial safety experts. It will 

present the recently published UNECE Guidance on land-use planning, the siting of hazardous 

activities and related safety aspects and highlight the relevance and linkages with the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development with its Sustainable Development Goals. The seminar will also take into account 

the transboudary aspects related to land-use planning and industrial safety. 

 

 Participants in the Seminar on Land-Use Planning and Industrial Safety are invited to 

register online, no later than 1 April 2018 at the above-indicated webpage. Two 

representatives from each of the countries with economies in transition are eligible for financial 

support (one form the relevant land-use planning authority and one from the authority in charge 

of industrial safety). They should submit their financial support request form (see attached) 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=47225
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along with a copy of their passport (signature page) as soon as possible and not later than 

16 March 2018 to teia.conv@unece.org. 

 

 In order to allow an adequate advance preparation for this Seminar, we would like to ask 

you to kindly provide case studies of your country for presentation at the Seminar. The case 

studies may describe the following: 

 Proposals for the siting of new hazardous industrial facilities near to existing communities 

and the solutions/outcomes 

 Proposals for modifications to existing hazardous industrial facilities that could have 

effects on nearby communities and the solutions/outcomes 

 Proposals for new developments (commercial, residential, schools, etc.) near to existing 

hazardous industrial facilities and the solutions/outcomes. 

 

 Parties and other interested countries wishing to provide case studies, proposals and 

outcomes at the forthcoming Seminar are invited to submit a short abstract (approx. 300 

words) to Ms. Rebecca Wardle (rebeccawardle.consulting@gmail.com), consultant of the 

European Investment Bank, engaged for the preparation of the seminar, by 19 February 2018. 

The abstracts will be evaluated in cooperation with the secretariat, and countries contacted 

regarding their possible presentation at the Seminar.  

 

 We look forward to your participation in the Seminar, which will present an excellent 

opportunity to discuss land-use planning and industrial safety related issues in the context of 

the Sustainable Development Goals, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and 

the UN-HABITAT New Urban Agenda. 

 

 

Sincerely yours,   Sincerely yours, 

 

    
 

Franziska Hirsch 

Secretary to the 

Convention on the Transboundary 

of Industrial Accidents  

 

 

Gulnara Roll 

Secretary 

Committee on Housing 

and Land Management 

 

 

 

 

Enclosure: Financial support request form 
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