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Introduction
A thematic session on access to justice aims to promote implementation of article 9 of the Aarhus
Convention and to draw on recent developments and trends in this area. Its outcomes are expected to
support implementation of other important commitments, notably, the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals, in particular Goal 16 with its target 16.3.
The thematic session will be organized in a format of a panel followed by a general discussion.
Discussion will be focused on a number of subjects based on decision VI/3 on promoting effective
access to justice (see ECE/MP.PP/2017/2/Add.1) adopted by the Meeting of the Parties at its sixth
session (Budva, Montenegro, 11–13 September 2017) and the key outcomes of the work of the Task
Force on Access to Justice2.
The session will consider the role of public interest litigation (e.g. in challenging refusals of information
requests, acts or omissions that contravene permit requirements or laws relating to the environment)
which is expected to be addressed through different presentations and will provide an opportunity to
discuss the achievements and barriers in relation to the following key issues: standing; scope of review;
assistance mechanisms and costs; timeliness; remedies; protection against harassment and other forms of
retaliation. The Working Group of the Parties will also consider synergies with relevant activities under
other international forums. Further, the session will touch upon the issue of cooperation between
ministries of the environment and ministries of justice.
I.

Introduction by the Chair

Timing: 3.00-3.10 p.m.
The Chair of the session will introduce organization of work during the thematic session and the main topics
for discussion.
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II. Setting the scene: key achievements, challenges and trends in relation to access to
justice
Timing: 3.10-3.40 p.m.
This item will be organized in the format of keynote statements by the representatives of judiciary,
international and non-governmental organizations on recent developments and trends with regard to the
implementation of article 9 of the Aarhus Convention.
III.

The role of public interest litigation in environmental matters

Timing: 3.40–5.20 p.m.
This item will be organized in the format of a panel presentation followed by a general discussion aimed at
sharing challenges and good practices in addressing barriers related to public interest litigation with regard to
the following key issues: standing; scope of review; assistance mechanisms and costs; timeliness; remedies;
protection against harassment and other forms of retaliation.
IV.

Concluding remarks by the Chair of the thematic session

Timing: 5.20–5.30 p.m.
The Chair of the thematic session will make concluding remarks.
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