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1. Introduction 
A Framework for Life Cycle Management

•Adoption: 22 March 1989  

•Entry into force: 5 May 1992 

•Parties: 186

•Scope: Hazardous wastes
and other wastes

•Key provisions:

•Minimization of generation

•Promotion of 
environmentally sound
management

•Conditions and procedure 
for controlling transboundary 
movements

Basel  
Convention

•Adoption: 10 September 1998  

•Entry into force: 24 February 2004

•Parties: 160

•Scope: banned or severely 
restricted chemicals and SHPFs 
(annex III) 

•Key provisions:

•Prior Informed Consent 
procedure for export/import 
(annex III)

•Exchange of information on a 
broad range of potentially 
hazardous chemicals

Rotterdam 
Convention

•Adoption: 22 May 2001 

•Entry into force: 17 May 2004

•Parties: 182

•Scope: Persistent Organic 
Pollutants

•Key provisions:

•Elimination (POPs in annex A)

•Restriction (POPs in annex B)

•Reduction or elimination
(unintentionally produced POPs 
in annex C) 

Stockholm 
Convention
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2. Access to information 
a) Documents

• In accordance with the rules of 
procedure of the COPs, the Secretariat
distributes, publishes and circulates the 
official documents of the meetings

• Official documents of COP and 
subsidiary body meetings are published
on the Conventions’ websites

• Information on meetings is shared
widely through social media, various
media (print and TV) 

• Considerable amount of information 
contained on the four websites
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b) Parties’ information

• For the Basel Convention: 

• Legislation implementing the 
Convention; 

• Import or export restrictions; 

• National definitions of hazardous 
wastes; 

• Information on other agreements; 

• National reports submitted annually.   
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• For the Rotterdam Convention: 

• Decision Guidance Documents;  
• Import Responses and 

information on failure to submit 
these reports; 

• Severely Hazardous Pesticide 
Formulations; 

• Final Regulatory Actions 
undertaken; 

• PIC circulars facilitate access to 
this information by the public.  

b) Parties’ information (cont)
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• For Stockholm Convention: 

• All POPs and related registered
exemptions; 

• National reports submitted every 4 
years; 

• National implementation plans.  

b) Parties’ information (cont)
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• CHM: 

• Multi-stakeholder mechanism set up to 
facilitate the exchange and dissemination
of information and expertise 

• Contact points: 
• In the Secretariat: Two general contact 

points to address any queries  + contact 
details for all Secretariat staff are on the 
website

• In the Party States: The contact details 
for all the designated country contacts 
are on the website. 

iii) Clearing-house mechanism 
and others
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3. Public Participation
a) Broad public participation  

• Admission of observers: 
• Under Basel, ‘body’ or ‘agency’ refers to non-profit, non-

governmental organizations, industry, including individual

companies and academia.

• Under Rotterdam and Stockholm, it refers only to non-profit 

and non-governmental organizations. Representatives of 

industry and academia must organize themselves as an 

association to be admitted as observers.

• New observers must submit an application 1 month before the 

commencement of the meeting they wish to attend. Secretariat

checks whether the candidate meets the criteria.  These

candidates are submitted for consideration at the next COP 

meeting.
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Conference of the Parties
• Meetings of the COPs are held in public unless

decided otherwise by the COPs. 
• Observers are able to take the floor upon

invitation by the President.
• Provisional agenda of each meeting is prepared by 

the Secretariat in agreement with the COP 
President and uploaded on the relevant website in 
advance of the meeting, in addition to information 
and working documents.

Bureaux
• The Bureau of the COP of each Convention 

consists of Party representatives who are elected
on the basis of equitable geographical
representation of the 5 UN regions.

• Meetings of the Bureaux are closed but meeting 
documents are publicly available.
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Subsidiary Bodies of the Basel Convention  

Open-Ended Working Group  

• Composed of representatives of all Parties and open 
to observers; 

• Relevant documents can be found online. 

Committee for Administering the Mechanism for 
Promoting Implementation and Compliance

• Members are nominated by the Parties and elected
by the COP; 

• Submissions can be made by Parties and Secretariat; 
• The meetings dealing with general issues are open, 

while meetings dealing with specific submissions 
relating to compliance of an individual Party are not 
open to the public, unless the Committee and the 
Party concerned agree otherwise.



www.brsmeas.org @brsmeas

Subsidiary bodies of the Rotterdam Convention 

Chemical Review Committee:
• Composed of government-designated experts, with

CVs published online; 
• Meetings are open to observers;
• Task groups established for specific assessments are 

open to observers, which can also comment on draft 
reports published online;  

• Declarations of conflicts of interest are made 
available to the COP, Bureau and subsidiary bodies 
“as deemed appropriate”.

Others:
• Established by the COP to conduct specific tasks, with 

composition agreed by COP. Standard practice that 
operates under the ROP, incl. that their meetings are 
public. 
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Subsidiary bodies of the Stockholm Convention

Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee:

• Composed of government-designated experts, 
with CVs published online; 

• Meetings and intersessional working groups are 
open to observers; 

• Declarations of conflicts of interest are made 
available to the COP, Bureau and subsidiary 
bodies “as deemed appropriate” .

Others:
• Established by the COP to conduct specific tasks, 

with composition agreed by COP. Standard 
practice that operates under the ROP, incl. that 
their meetings are public.
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c) Capacity-building and financial
assistance

• Efforts to raise awareness and building 
capacities, which include:

• Workshops, webinars, specific tools, online 
modules and courses, MOOC, on key elements
of the implementation of the Conventions;   

• Establishment of 23 regional centres in the 5 UN 
regions to provide training and technology
transfer at national and regional levels.
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4. Conclusion 

• Overall, good information disclosure under the provisions of the 
conventions, their respective applicable rules of procedure and 
related practices  

• For more information, please see the Note on the Rules of 
Procedure and Practices of the BRS Conventions prepared by the 
Secretariat of the Aarhus Convention in consultation with the BRS 
Secretariat (INF/7) 
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