Entry into force of the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers,
UNECE, 8 October 2009

Ambassador Marie-Louise Overvad: Public Participation at COP 15

Deputy Secretary General, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
It is indeed a pleasure to gather here today to celebrate the entry into force of the protocol on pollutant release and transfer registers, which is a protocol to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation, and Access to Justice - also known as the Aarhus Convention. The Convention was adopted in Aarhus, the 2nd largest town in Denmark, but this is not the only reason why my government is very engaged in the issue. The Protocol was adopted in Kiev and I am very pleased also to speak on behalf of my Ukrainian colleague, Ambassador Maimeskul.
The underlying principle of the convention and its protocol is the recognition that people have a right to know and to understand what happens to the environment they live in - as first enshrined internationally in the Rio Declaration. They also have a right to participate in decision-making: a right to have a say and lay all the arguments on the table, so that decision-makers can listen and be informed before making decisions. Decisions that will affect people’s daily lives!
These rights - the right to know, to participate and to be heard- are fundamental principles to the Danish society and to the Danish Government. This is true for public matters, environmental issues and matters related to climate change included.

As we celebrate here, our colleagues are working around the clock in Bangkok to ensure that sufficient progress is made in the negotiations to reach an agreement in Copenhagen at COP 15. The Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change will begin in just fiftynine days. And in fact, only SIX of those days are negotiating days! If 192 countries stick to their mandate that was clearly laid out in the Bali Road Map, then the Copenhagen Agreement will be a truly historical step in international cooperation to address climate change. 
Climate change, and its adverse effects, is a global crisis that we must address together and we must take action now! Climate change knows no borders, nor does it discriminate, but the impacts carry a social imbalance. The effects of climate change facing the world’s poor people and vulnerable groups will worsen their already precarious living conditions. It may reverse the already achieved progress of sustainable development. We must uniformly recognize the sense of urgency that has been highlighted by the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), by the Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and by the many people who have raised their voices in developing and least developed countries that are most affected. And we must respond accordingly! 

Courage, leadership and truly global concerted action are needed. 
Important discussions took place among Heads of State and Government in New York under the auspices of the Secretary General a couple of weeks ago. The meetings have had a positive impact on negotiations in Bangkok, which have been more constructive than previous meetings. 
After the first week in Bangkok, Parties have managed to consolidate the text.  Positions are becoming clearer and proposals are being clarified. There are still many outstanding issues, but the sense of urgency and political will to show true leadership is evident.
Deputy Secretary General, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

There is no way we could have gotten to where we are today if it were not for public pressure. Political leadership is crucial - as has been clearly demonstrated. But politicians are elected - and re-elected - by the public. The continued engagement and will to act, which has been shown by all levels, sectors and groups of the public, has undoubtedly increased the political will to take action. 

Denmark is strongly committed to ensuring that the voice of the public is heard at COP 15. For this to happen we have taken a number of initiatives: We have launched debates at Twitter and Facebook. We have recently formed partnerships with Google and Youtube. Everyone is invited to upload their views and concerns on these sites before and during COP 15 for negotiators and politicians to take into consideration. When announcing the partnership with Youtube, the Danish Prime Minister promised “that peoples' voices are transmitted right into the meeting hall in Copenhagen!" Public participation at the global level.
Before I close, allow me to thank UNECE, in particular the Secretariat of the Aarhus Convention and the PRTR Protocol for all the hard work they are doing. 

It is good to see the PRTR Protocol in force. It has a potential to play a major role in our concerted efforts to improve the environment and mitigate climate change.

I thank you for your attention. 
