UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

Rules of Procedure and Compliance Review Mechanism

1. Following meeting of the Working Group on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers in Geneva in April 2005, the UK would like to make the following initial written submission with regard to rules of procedure and a compliance review mechanism for the UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (the ‘PRTR Protocol’). 

2. The UK welcomes the agreement reached at the second that there should be separate rules of procedure and compliance review mechanism for the Protocol.  The UK considers that the Aarhus compliance review mechanism and rules of procedure could be used as a point of departure, however, experience should also be drawn from other Multilateral Environmental Agreements given the advanced state of discussions in these areas.  Whilst it is appropriate to draw upon these sources, the rules of procedure and compliance review mechanism should be adapted to the particular circumstances of the Protocol.

3. Bearing in mind the submission made on behalf of the European Communities and its Member States, the UK would make the following additional comments:

Rules of Procedure

4. The UK believes that the rules of procedure for the PRTR Protocol should reflect the general form of rules of procedure in other MEAs.  In particular, the Bureau should be composed of representatives of the Parties to the Protocol.  

5. Whilst the UK does not support the inclusion of NGO participation in the Bureau, if it is determined that such participation would be desirable, the UK would draw attention to the fact that the NGO constituency under the Protocol includes both industry and environment groups.  Any such participation should therefore ensure a balanced representation from NGOs both from industry and from civil society.

Compliance Review Mechanism

6. As in respect of the rules of procedure, the UK believes that the compliance review mechanism for the PRTR Protocol should draw not only upon the compliance review mechanism for the Aarhus Convention, but also on the compliance review mechanisms of other MEAs. 

7. The review process should be triggered by submissions from Parties (both a self-trigger and a party to party trigger) and referrals by the Secretariat and the Committee itself.   If a public trigger is deemed appropriate, the UK considers that this could best be achieved by filtering any communications from the public through the Secretariat to avoid overburdening the Compliance Committee.
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