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	Comments on the compliance review mechanism as referred to in article 22 of the UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers ("the PRTR Protocol"). 


Norway welcomes the invitation to provide the Secretariat with comments on the compliance review mechanism as referred to in article 22 of the UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers ("the PRTR Protocol").

Norway attaches great importance to the task of developing and make operational an effective compliance mechanism for international environmental agreements. We consider that the compliance mechanism should be an effective tool in helping Parties implementing the provisions of the PRTR protocol. 

Norway believes that the compliance mechanism under the protocol to a large extent should be outlined in accordance with the compliance mechanism under the Aarhus Convention, taking into account the special features of the protocol. 

The Compliance Committee

In line with this we believe that a Compliance Committee should be established consisting of eight members who shall serve in their personal capacity. The Committee should meet at least once a year. Due consideration should be given to equitable geographical distribution. Regarding the specific qualifications of the committee members we believe that this could be formulated somewhat different than par 2 in the Aarhus compliance mechanism. This is due to the specific technical nature of the PRTR protocol. Furthermore we also believe that the non-governmental organizations, in addition to Parties and Signatories, should have a role in nomination members under the mechanism. The members should be elected by the MOP. 

Regarding the triggering of the procedure, it is our opinion that the mechanism under the PRTR protocol also should allow for the possibility for the public to bring communications before the compliance mechanism. We believe that it is valuable and part of the whole concept to involve NGO and others in this process because of their knowledge and experience. Furthermore, as a procedural safeguard, we believe that it should be stated in the mechanism that the Committee should be able to reject communications which it considers are de minimis or manifestly ill-founded. 

Regarding the functions of the Compliance Committee we believe that, in addition to examine specific cases, the Committee should be able to examine more general compliance issues in the context of the Protocol. 

Confidentiality

Concerning the issue of confidentiality we believe that the meetings of the Committee should be open and that the handle of information should be based on the principle of openness of the Aarhus Convention.  

Measures regarding non-compliance

Regarding the treatment of Parties found to be in non-compliance we support the wording used in the Aarhus compliance mechanism. 

Reporting on the activities of the Committee

In line with the Aarhus compliance mechanism the Committee should report on its activities to each ordinary MOP. Furthermore we prefer that the provisions in Aarhus regarding the relationship between compliance procedure and settlement of disputes as well as enhancement of synergies should be incorporated in the PRTR Protocol compliance mechanism.

We look forward to further discuss these issues in the next meeting of the Working Group.

Yours sincerely

Siri Sorteberg                                                                       Trine Berntzen

Head of Section                                                                   Executive Officer
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