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REPORT ON THE SECOND MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE 
MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE PROTOCOL ON POLLUTANT 

RELEASE AND TRANSFER REGISTERS 
 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
 

29 November 2011 
 
I. Attendance  
 
Bureau members: Mr. Michel Amand  (Belgium, Chair), Mr. Lars Petter Bingh 
(Norway, Vice-Chair), Mr. Nicholas Obe (United Kingdom, Vice-Chair), Mr. Jan 
Maršák (Czech Republic), Ms. Tina Skårman (Sweden), Mr. Iñigo de Vicente-
Mingarro (for Ms. Carmen Canales, Spain), Mr. Keir McAndrew (European Union, 
for Ms. Marianne Wenning, pending nomination of a new Bureau member). 
 
Observers: Ms. Mara Silina (European ECO-Forum). 
 
II. Adoption of agenda 
 
The Chair of the Bureau outlined the agenda for the meeting, explaining that the main 
focus of the meeting will be to discuss the follow up to decisions taken by the 
Working Group of the Parties at its first meeting held prior to the meeting of the 
Bureau. 
 
The Bureau adopted its agenda. 
 
III. Survey to support pollutant monitoring, bilateral cooperation, and diffuse 
emissions methodologies 
 
The Bureau agreed on a number of questions to be included in the survey in relation 
to pollutant monitoring. The Bureau stated the survey is also to ascertain what are 
countries’ needs in relation to estimating diffuse sources and that this type of 
questions are to be included in the survey.  

The Bureau noted the survey is also to ascertain how developed countries can assist 
countries with economies in transition with PRTRs, in order to facilitate bilateral 
cooperations 

The Bureau agreed that the secretariat is to prepare a list of draft survey questions for 
the review by the Bureau, that the survey is to be sent to national focal points by mid 
January 2011 and that responses to the survey are to be received by February 2011.   

 
IV.  Promotion and capacity-building: Coordination mechanisms 
 

(a) Dedicated capacity building meeting 
 

The Bureau discussed whether or not a dedicated capacity building meeting should be 
held back-to-back with the next Working Group of the Parties and  noted that it may 
be too soon to decide whether or not this should happen.  
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(b) Joint UNECE-OECD event 
 
The Bureau discussed holding of a joint UNECE-OECD joint event on PRTRs in 
2013. The following meetings should be held back to back with the joint session: 
Working Group of the Parties to the Protocol on PRTRs, PRTR Task Force under 
OECD, PRTR International Coordinating Group, and the Bureau to the Meeting of 
the Parties of the Protocol on PRTRs. 

The Bureau agreed the meetings would take place over one week and that a concept 
paper for the joint session would be prepared jointly by the secretariat and OECD for 
the consideration by the Bureau.  

 
V. Promotion and capacity building  
 
(a) Side events 
 
Bureau discussed the possibility of holding a side event at Rio+20 United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development in 2012. The Bureau discussed the 
following two options to provide a platform for the PRTR Protocol at this conference:  

1. To hold a dedicated ‘short duration’ side event on the PRTR Protocol. 

2. For the PRTR Protocol to be part of a Principle 10 ‘one day’ side event 
(thematic issue day). 

The Bureau noted that some side events will not be on the main premises of the 
Conference and expressed a preference that the PRTR side event be located on the 
main premises of the Conference. The Bureau requested the secretariat to follow on a 
possible organisation of the side event and keep the Bureau informed of outcomes.  

The Bureau members also agreed to contact their colleagues dealing with  
preparations for the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
to discuss the above options and to keep the Bureau and secretariat informed of 
outcomes.  

The Bureau noted that a relevant message to include, when promoting the concept of 
the PRTR side event, is that the PRTR can be used by governments for access to 
environmental information and also as an indicator for the ‘green’ economy. 

 
(b) Subregional workshops 
 

The Bureau discussed the possibility of holding a subregional workshop on PRTRs in 
early  2013 in South East Europe (SEE),  and to extend invitation to Turkey and Israel 
to participate in the workshop.  

The Bureau requested the secretariat to follow up on the organisation of the 
workshop. 

 

(c) Electronic tools  

 
The Bureau noted that it should be ensured that the uploading of data to the PRTR 
capacity building matrix should be easily accessible and that in relation to this the 
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secretariat should send an email message to NFPs and partner organisations with 
instructions on how to upload data to the capacity building matrix. 

 
(d) Promotion of PRTR Protocol in Latin America 

 

The Bureau discussed the promotion of the PRTR Protocol in Latin America. It was 
suggested to contact, in cooperation with UNITAR, the Central American 
Commission for Environmental Development and countries that have made advances 
in implementing PRTR systems, such as Chile and Mexico, in order to promote the 
Protocol.  

It was suggested to provide financial support for some representatives from Latin 
America to attend the next meeting of the Working Group of the Parties, subject to 
availability of financial resources.  
 

(e)  PRTR Coordination Centre for the EECCA countries 
 
The Bureau discussed the proposal by Belarus, which was supported by a number of 
delegations,  on establishing a possible resource centre to support ratification and 
implementation of the Protocol in countries in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia (EECCA). Belarus has agreed to prepare a concept note in relation to this 
activity for consideration by the Bureau and by the Working Group at its next 
meeting.  
 
The following points were raised in relation to this proposal: 
 

- such a centre may duplicate existing tools and resources, and that existing 
tools and resources, such as PRTR Learn, PRTR.net  and OECD material 
should be utilised better.  

- PRTR Learn could be used as a platform by EECCA countries for video 
conferencing and online learning.  

- there should be a clear recognition of the specific added value such a 
coordination centre would provide that existing tools and resources do not 
already provide.  

- it is important that existing PRTR materials and resources be translated into 
Russian.  

- the  concept note for the coordination centre should specify how meetings 
would be facilitated virtually or physically and how funding for centre and for 
the required translations would be obtained. 

 
VI. Reporting mechanism 
 
The Bureau discussed the issue of translation of National Implementation Reports 
(NIRs) and noted that there will be no increase of translation services in the United 
Nations, and, therefore,  it might not be feasible to translate NIRs through UN 
services.  
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Translation of the synthesis report, which would summarise NIRs, outside of the UN 
was foreseen by the Bureau. 

VII. Technical assessment: Crosswalk project 
 

The Bureau discussed the status of the preparation of a scoping study on the 
Crosswalk between the Pollutant and the Waste Specific Reporting on Off-site 
Transfers1, which deals with article 17(3) of the Protocol.  
 
The Bureau discussed the lack of data and lack of a broad evidence base for the 
project and the lack of a technical resource to analyse the required data and noted that 
steps should be taken to understand if these challenges can be overcome before 
creating a funding proposal. Czech Republic described the two different types of data 
sets and the lack of an easy method to crosslink the data.  It was agreed that a note 
prepared by Czech Republic  should be distributed to the Bureau for comments. 

The Bureau agreed that after comments the Czech Republic and UK contact other 
countries and organisations to see if they can provide the required data, and that after 
this investigation that conclusions should be drawn, by end of February 2012, as to 
the feasibility of convergence of the pollutant specific and waste specific reporting 
approaches. The Bureau agreed that these conclusions should then be reported at the 
next meeting of the Working Group.   

 
VIII. Financial matters and work programme 2012 
 
The Bureau agreed that a letter be sent from the Chair to governments requesting 
financial contributions to the PRTR Protocol and that the request be linked with the 
importance of PRTR Protocol in relation to sustainable development, good 
governance and the "green economy", which are, in particular, relevant in light of the 
preparations for the Rio+20 Conference.  The Bureau agreed that the letter be 
addressed to the Minister of Environment in each country and copied to National 
Focal Points, and ministries responsible for foreign affairs and development, as 
appropriate. The Bureau requested the secretariat to send a letter through the 
respective permanent missions of countries to UN.  

The Bureau agreed that the letter should be sent in March-April 2012 prior to the 
Rio+20 Conference and that it would not be sent to countries that have already made 
or pledged contributions for 2012. 

 
IX. Calendar of meetings in 2012 
 
The Bureau tentatively agreed that the Bureau meeting could take place back-to-back 
with the Art.19 E-PRTR Regulation meeting in May 2012 in Brussels, or in Geneva, 
and that all relevant documents should be prepared in time for this meeting. 

The Bureau also agreed to hold a meeting of the Bureau back-to-back with the next 
meeting of the Working Group of the Parties.  

 

                                                 
1 OECD detailed work programme on Pollutants Release and transfer Registers for 2011-2012 
(ENV/JM(2010)47). 
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X. Other business: Broadening the scope of the Protocol 
 
The Bureau took note of the intervention of the European ECO-Forum stating that 
there are possibilities for broadening the scope of the Protocol and also raising the 
question of whether the PRTRs could be utilised or linked with the EU 2020 roadmap 
on Resource Efficiency.  

 
***** 

 


