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[…]
Second Meeting of the Parties to the PRTR Protocol
Agenda item 5 (d) of the provisional agenda

Financial Arrangements
I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.

The EU and its Member States would like to thank the Bureau for preparing the draft decision on financial arrangements and the Contracting Parties and other participants in the WGP3 for the constructive dialogue on the issue.

We have had thorough internal discussions on the matter and during the WGP18 and the MOP of the Aarhus Convention, as the approach on the financial issue is common to a large extent in the framework of the Convention and the Protocol and we have taken into consideration the opinion of all the Parties. We recognise that there is a necessity for financial arrangements based on the principles of a fair sharing of the burden, predictable sources of funding, accountability and sound financial management for both the Convention and its Protocol.

Furthermore, we believe that the discussion on how to ensure a long-term sustainable and predictable financing should not solely focus on how to generate a more predictable financial flow, but also on how to increase cost efficiency. To this end, it is important to continue distinguishing the operational costs (which are absolutely necessary for the effective operation of the Protocol, such as staff costs not covered by the UN regular budget and the cost of mandatory meetings) from the costs of non-operational activities (which the Parties may agree to undertake pursuant to t the Protocol’s objectives and subject to the availability of resources). We appreciate the work done so far in the proposed budget 2015-2017. A clear distinction in the work programme allows Parties to better understand the operational costs of the Protocol and to promote savings by more precisely differentiating between required expenses and possible expenses.

We also propose, in line with the equivalent decision adopted this week under the Aarhus Convention, to request the UNECE to consider the balance in the use of regular-budgetary resources between the different sub-programmes and to explore the possibility to allocate more resources to the Aarhus Convention and its Protocol.

In this regard, we suggest the following substantive amendments:

•
We are in favour of maintaining the current interim voluntary scheme of contributions for the time being thus we request the maintenance of Option A and the deletion of Options B and C and the annex attached.

•
In paragraph [3] we request the deletion of the words “mandatory”, “hybrid” and “additionally”.

•
In paragraph [9] we request the deletion of the phrase ”significantly less than the amounts stipulated in the annex to this decision” and “to the specified levels”.

•
In paragraph [14] we suggest the addition of the words “and equitably shared” in order to clarify further the nature of funding that is expected in the future as well as the addition at the end of the paragraph of the phrase: “and requests them to make the appropriate proposals for consideration at the Meeting of the Parties at its third Session”, in line with the agreement reached this week in relation to the Aarhus Convention.
•
We suggest the addition of paragraph 14 bis to read as follow: “Requests the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe to allocate more resources to support the work under the Convention and its Protocol considering, inter alia, the balance in the use of regular budgetary resources in the different sub-programmes.  ”

(after interventions by other members)

We can accept the amendments proposed by the Secretariat to paragraph 5.

We would like to thank all Parties and in particular Norway, Switzerland and ECOFORUM for their flexibility and constructive approach to find agreement on this decision.  We look forward to good cooperation during the intersessional period in implementing this decision. 

____________________
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Financial Arrangements (
The EU confirms that its contribution to activities under the 2015-2017 work programme not covered by the United Nations regular budget will be 2.5% of the total needed for core activities, in line with paragraph §2 of Decision I/3 and in accordance with standard practice.  It is important that this is taken into account in future discussions and documents on this matter.  Let me also note that this commitment is subject to the annual endorsement by the budgetary authorities of the European Union. We would be grateful if this statement could be reproduced in the record of this Meeting of the Parties.
____________________

( 	EU statement.
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