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IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

Please provide the following details on the origin of this report.

	Party/Signatory
	Belgium

	NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

	Full name of the institution:
	Vlaamse Milieumaatschappij (VMM)

	Name and title of officer:
	M.R. Van den Hende

	Postal address:
	Dokter De Moorstraat 24-26, B-9300 Aalst

	Telephone:
	0032 53 726652

	Fax:
	0032 53 706649

	E-mail:
	m.vandenhende@vmm.be


	Contact officer for national report (if different):
	

	Full name of the institution:
	

	Name and title of officer:
	

	Postal address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Designated competent authority responsible for managing the national or regional register (if different):
	WALLONIE

	Full name of the institution:
	Service public de Wallonie – DGO3 – Départements des Permis et Autorisations – Direction de Liège

	Name and title of officer:
	PETITJEAN Marianne, Directrice

	Postal address:
	Rue Motagne Sainte Walburge, Bât II à 4000 LIEGE in BELGIUM

	Telephone:
	+3242245730

	Fax:
	+3242245755

	E-mail:
	marianne.petitjean@spw.wallonie.be

	Designated competent authority responsible for managing the national or regional register (if different):
	Brussels

	Full name of the institution:
	Brussels Environment – BIM

	Name and title of officer:
	Michaël Vincent

	Postal address:
	Gulledelle 100, 1200 Brussel, België

	Telephone:
	02/775 79 55 – 02/563 41 02

	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	mvincent@leefmilieu


	
Provide a brief description of the process by which this report has been prepared, including information on which types of public authorities were consulted or contributed to its preparation, how the public was consulted and how the outcome of the public consultation was taken into account and on the material which was used as a basis for preparing the report.

	
Answer:
· Since the environment is a regional matter in Belgium, each region prepared its own response to the questionnaire. The national report was produced by combining the regional responses. Interregional coordination takes place through the PRTR Working Group of the Coordination Committee for International Environmental Policy (CCIEP).

· The report of each of the regions was prepared on the basis of the publication of the 2012 - 2014 emissions set up under the PRTR Protocol.

· Public consultation was organised separately by each authority and also on the national portal website  http://www.health.belgium.be/aarhus.

· No public response was received on the reports of the Regions.


· A combined report for Belgium, in French and English, was transmitted to the UNECE secretariat. The reports of each of the Regions are appended.




Articles 3, 4 and 5
	
List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the general provisions in articles 3 (general provisions), 4 (core elements of a pollutant release and transfer register system (PRTR)) and 5 (design and structure).

	
In particular, describe:

	(a)
With respect to article 3, paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure the implementation of the provisions of the Protocol, including enforcement measures;

	(b)
With respect to article 3, paragraph 2, measures taken to introduce a more extensive or more publicly accessible PRTR than required by the Protocol;

	(c)
With respect to article 3, paragraph 3, measures taken to require that employees of a facility and members of the public who report a violation by a facility of national laws implementing this Protocol to public authorities are not penalized, persecuted or harassed for their actions in reporting the violation;

	(d)
With respect to article 3, paragraph 5, whether the PRTR system has been integrated into other reporting mechanisms and, if such integration has been undertaken, into which systems.  Did such integration lead to elimination of duplicative reporting? Were any special challenges encountered or overcome in undertaking the integration, and how?

	(e)
With respect to article 5, paragraph 1, how releases and transfers can be searched and identified according to the parameters listed in subparagraphs (a) to (f);

	(f)
With respect to article 5, paragraph 4, provide the Universal Resource Locator (url) or Internet address where the register can be continuously and immediately accessed, or other electronic means with equivalent effect;

	(g)
With respect to article 5, paragraphs 5 and 6, provide information on links from the Party’s register to relevant existing, publicly accessible databases on subject matters related to environmental protection, if any, and a link to PRTRs of other Parties.

	· Regulation (EC) no. 166/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC.

· Since the environment is a regional matter, each Region is responsible for implementing the PRTR Protocol and applying Regulation (EC) no. 166/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC.

· Flemish Region:

· Environmental Decree of 28 June 1985;

· Flemish Executive Order establishing the Environmental Decree
· Flemish implementation decrees of 6 February 1991 on environmental authorisation. (Title I of VLAREM) and Flemish Government Order of 1 June 1995 (VLAREM II); 
· Flemish Materials Decree and its implementing decree (Vlarema) of 01/06/2012 on the sustainable management of the material cycles;
· Flemish Government Order of 2 April 2004 introducing the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV);

· Flemish Government Order of 08/12/2006 amending the Flemish Government Order of 6 February 1991 for the extension of the integrated annual environmental report concerning the creation of a (European) Pollutant Release and Transfer Register;

· Adaptation of the Flemish Government Order on environmental maintenance with a view to the effective maintenance of Flemish legislation on the environment.

· Brussels-Capital Region 

· Order of the Government of the Brussels-Capital Region of 13/11/2008 relating to the obligation to periodically report environmental data for certain classified industrial installations [Belgian Official Gazette 01/12/08].
· Ordinance of 25 March 1999 on the investigation, recording, prosecution and punishment of offences relating to the environment [Belgian Official Gazette 24/6/99].

· Walloon Region

· Articles 76 ter and 76 quater of the Decree of 11 March 1999 on environmental permits and Walloon Government Order of 13 December 2007 on the obligation to periodically report environmental data, as amended by the Walloon Government Order of 4 July 2013 (Belgian Official Gazette 06.08.2013).

· Decree of 5 June 2008 on the investigation, recording, prosecution and punishment of offences and environmental remediation measures.

	· Regulation (EC) no. 166/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC.

“The EC Regulation goes further than the PRTR Protocol by requiring reporting of five additional pollutants (octylphenol and octylphenol ethoxylates, fluoranthene, isodrin, hexabromobiphenyl, benzo(g,h,i)perylene) and by imposing stricter thresholds for six other pollutants: PCDDs (dioxins), PCDFs (furans), tetrachloroethylene, tetrachloromethane, trichlorobenzene, trichloroethylene and trichloromethane.

There are some other differences:

· The thresholds specified in the E-PRTR Regulation for the off-site release of wastewater are stricter for a large number of pollutants than the thresholds specified in the PRTR Protocol. 

· The Protocol includes two different methods for defining the scope of application: the capacity thresholds for activities and the number of employees. In the case of the E-PRTR Regulation, the capacity threshold method was chosen. 

· For waste transfers, the Protocol has two different methods for defining the threshold above which waste transfers must be reported: the total quantity of waste transferred and the total quantity of a specific pollutant transferred in the waste. In the case of the European PRTR, the method based on mass (threshold based on the total quantity of waste transferred) was chosen.”
[Source: European Environment Agency (EEA), E-PRTR - European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register, http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/#/faq        , 19 June 2013]

· The Order of the Government of the Brussels-Capital Region of 13/11/2008 relating to the obligation to periodically report environmental data for certain classified industrial installations [Belgian Official Gazette 01/12/08] transposes the aforementioned EC Regulation without adding any further requirements, but specifying the deadline for submission of E-PRTR data.

· Articles 76 ter and 76 quater of the Decree of 11 March 1999 on Environmental Permits and Walloon Government Order of 13 December 2007 on the obligation to periodically report environmental data, amended by AGW of 4 July 2013, transpose the above EC Regulation and specify the procedure for collecting and validating data and the deadline for submission of data.
· In addition to the Flemish PRTR website (https://www.milieuinfo.be/prtr), company-specific data on emissions into the air and water are published on the website of the Flemish Environment Agency, taking account of the thresholds set in the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV), which are the same as or stricter than the PRTR thresholds.

Particularly for Flanders, in order to ensure that proper information is provided to the public on the total quantity of waste produced in Flanders, the quantity of waste produced by companies not subject to E-PRTR reporting (diffuse sources) is also presented on the Flemish PRTR website.

	· Articles 19 and 23 of the Belgian Constitution express the rights to freedom of expression and the protection of the environment.

· With regard to employees, these measures are associated with the General Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, which are a federal area of competence.

· A confidentiality policy is applied to members of the public.

	With regard to the Walloon and Flemish Regions, the information needed for the PRTR and E-PRTR reports has been integrated into the “Integrated environmental survey - project REGINE” and the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV) respectively. Data from companies are thus requested only once and made available to multiple administrations and services, whilst ensuring that confidentiality is preserved in certain areas.

In the Brussels-Capital Region, the (E)-PRTR reporting system has not been integrated with other reporting mechanisms.



	The data gathered can be searched and identified: 

· on the basis of the parameters listed in paragraphs a to f on the dedicated website of the European Environment Agency (EEA);

· on the basis of certain parameters listed in paragraphs a to f on the regional sites.

	· Dedicated website of the European Environment Agency (EEA): "http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/)";

· For the Brussels-Capital Region on the dedicated website of Brussels Environment (IBGE-BIM): www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/eprtr and www.leefmilieubrussel.be/e-prtr.

· For the Walloon Region on the dedicated website of DGARNE: http://bilan.environnement.wallonie.be/sitePrtrWallon.jsp?menu=PRTRWALLON.

· For the Flemish Region at https://www.milieuinfo.be/prtr.

	The websites developed by each of the Regions broadly incorporate a set of links to the European E-PRTR database, UNECE and the OECD, thus enabling users to access the databases of other parties. In addition, several links are made to relevant data.




Article 7 
	
List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement article 7 (reporting requirements).  

	Describe or identify as appropriate:

	(a)
With respect to paragraph 1, whether the reporting requirements of 
paragraph 1 (a) are required by the national system, or whether those of paragraph 1 (b) are required by the national system;

	(b)
With respect to paragraphs 1, 2 and 5, whether it is the owner of each individual facility that is required to fulfil the reporting requirements or whether it is the operator;

	(c)
With respect to paragraph 1 and annex I, any difference between the list of activities for which reporting is required under the Protocol, or their associated thresholds, and the list of activities and associated thresholds for which reporting is required under the national PRTR system;

	(d)
With respect to paragraph 1 and annex II, any difference between the list of pollutants for which reporting is required under the Protocol, or their associated thresholds, and the list of pollutants and associated thresholds for which reporting is required under the national PRTR system;

	(e)
With respect to paragraph 3 and annex II, whether for any particular pollutant or pollutants listed in annex II of the Protocol, the Party applies a type of threshold other than the one referred to in the responses to paragraph (a) above and, if so, why;

	(f)
With respect to paragraph 4, the competent authority designated to collect the information on releases of pollutants from diffuse sources specified in paragraphs 7 and 8;

	(g)
With respect to paragraphs 5 and 6, any differences between the scope of information to be provided by owners or operators under the Protocol and the information required under the national PRTR system, and whether the national system is based on pollutant-specific (paragraph 5 (d) (I)) or waste-specific (paragraph 5 (d) (ii)) reporting of transfers;

	(h)
With respect to paragraphs 4 and 7, where diffuse sources have been included in the register, which diffuse sources have been included and how these can be searched and identified by users, in an adequate spatial disaggregation; or where they have not been included, provide information on measures to initiate reporting on diffuse sources;

	(i)
With respect to paragraph 8, the types of methodology used to derive the information on diffuse sources.

	The reporting requirements imposed by the three Regions are those referred to in paragraph a.

	In all three Regions, it is the operator who must meet the reporting requirements.

	No difference exists in the  Brussels-Capital regional system. As regards the Flemish and Walloon Region, the list of activities subject to reporting is more extensive for PRTR facilities.

	The Flemish and Brussels-Capital Regions apply the list of pollutants and thresholds found in EC Regulation No 166/2006. The Walloon Region has added other pollutants to this list and has also modified certain reporting thresholds.

This Regulation goes beyond the PRTR Protocol by imposing:

· reporting of five additional pollutants (octylphenols and octylphenol ethoxylates, fluoranthene, isodrin, hexabromobiphenyl, and benzo(g,h,i);

· stricter release thresholds for six pollutants: PCDDs (dioxins), PCDFs (furans), tetrachloroethylene, tetrachloromethane, trichlorobenzene, trichloroethylene and trichloromethane.
· In addition, the thresholds specified in the E-PRTR Regulation for the release of wastewater are stricter for a large number of pollutants than the thresholds specified in the PRTR Protocol.



	No

	For the Brussels-Capital Region, Brussels Environment – IBGE-BIM.

For the Walloon Region, DGO3.

For the Flemish Region, the Flemish Environment Agency (VMM) or the Public Waste Agency of Flanders (OVAM) depending on whether the data concern emissions into the atmosphere or into water, or waste.

	Either there is no difference (Brussels-Capital Region) or the information requested from operators is greater than that required under the PRTR system (Flemish and Walloon Region).

The regional systems are waste-specific (para. 5 d) ii)).



	As regards the Flemish Region:

· Data on air emissions from diffuse sources are available and will be posted on the Flemish PRTR website in 2017.

· The declaration of diffuse emissions into water on the Flemish PRTR website is under development.

· Data on waste from diffuse sources are available and are  posted on the website.

For the Walloon and Brussels-Capital Regions, no diffuse source is currently included in the (E-)PRTR Register.

	With regard to the atmospheric environment, the methodology used by the Walloon Region and the Brussels-Capital Region depends on the types of pollutants and emission source. The official methodological documents are:

· “BELGIUM'S GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORY (1990-2014) National Inventory Report submitted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol” for greenhouse gas emissions.

The emissions are calculated by (sub-)sector, in accordance with the sectoral approach of the CRF Reporter (the reference programme for the submission of inventories to the European Commission (EC) and the United Nations).

For each inventory submission, the activity rates and emission factors used to calculate the emissions of a range of pollutants for the different industrial sectors studied are considered.

· The “Informative Inventory Report” of the “Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution CLRTAP” for atmospheric pollutants included in this convention.

With regard to the aquatic environment, diffuse sources are estimated in the Brussels-Capital Region on the basis of algorithms which use the formula [Emission = Activity X emission factor]. An emission source is therefore broken down into an emission rate multiplied by an emission factor.

The Flemish Region mathematically estimates atmospheric diffuse emissions using a sectoral approach. Diffuse emissions in water are estimated through modelling (the WEISS Model). The data relating to diffuse waste sources are obtained by extrapolations on the basis of a statistical selection of businesses and using various factors (sector, size, quantity of waste produced, etc.). 




Article 8

	
For each reporting cycle since the last national implementation report (or date of entry into force of the Protocol), please indicate:

	(a)
The reporting year (the calendar year to which the reported information relates);

	(b)
The deadline(s) by which the owners or operators of facilities were required to report to the competent authority;

	(c)
The date by which the information was required to be publicly accessible on the register, having regard to the requirements of article 8 (reporting cycle);

	(d)
Whether the various deadlines for reporting by facilities and for having the information publicly accessible on the register were met in practice; and if they were delayed, the reasons for this;

	(e)
Whether methods of electronic reporting were used to facilitate the incorporation of the information required in the national register, and if such methods were used, the proportion of electronic reporting by facilities and any software applications used to support such reporting.

	For the Brussels-Capital Region: 2010 to 2014.

For the Walloon Region: from 2010 to 2014.

For the Flemish Region: 2010 to  2014.

	In the Brussels-Capital Region, the operator must provide all the necessary data to BE-IBGE within six months of the end of the reference year.

In the Walloon Region, the data must be submitted by 31 March  of the year following the reference year.

In the Flemish Region, the data must be submitted by 15 March of the year following the reference year.

	Within fifteen months of the end of the reference year

	In general, establishments comply with the deadline, although reminder letters have had to be sent out to some in order to remind them of this obligation. The data have been made publicly available within the set deadlines.

	In the Brussels-Capital Region, no electronic reporting methods were used.

In the Walloon Region, reporting takes place electronically via the Internet address:http://bilan.environnement.wallonie.be/welcome.jsp. All Walloon establishments use this system.

With regard to the Flemish Region, the number of reports submitted on paper and electronically for the reference years 2010 to 2015 is given in Table 1 (a distinction is made between the environment (air and water) and waste). Electronic reporting has been compulsory since 2012.

Table 1. Number of IMJV files in electronic and paper format received for the years 2010 to 2015 for air and water emissions and waste.

Year
Emission

Number of documents

% paper

% electronic*
2010

Air

412
44
56
2011

Air

419

36
64
2012

Air

402
0

100

2013
Air
415
0
100
2014

Air

410
0

100

2015

Air

414

0

100
2010

Water
774
12 
88 
2011
Water
783
12 
88 
    2012
Water
764
0

100 
    2013

Water
764
0
100
    2014

Water

765
0
100
    2015

Water

795
0
100
2010

Waste
1258
35.7
61.3
2011

Waste
1288
32.6
64.4
2012

Waste
1240
0

97
2013
Waste
1573
0
100
2014

Waste

1908
0
100
2015

Waste

2032
0
100
* Estimate for waste




Article 9

	
Describe the legislative, regulatory and other measures ensuring the collection of data and the keeping of records, and establishing the types of methodologies used in gathering the information on releases and transfers, in accordance with article 9 (data collection and record-keeping).  

	Answer:

· Brussels-Capital Region

Operators must provide Brussels Environment – IBGE with all E-PRTR data within six months of the end of the reference year. Operators must use the best available information to collect these data in order to ensure their quality. Data files from which the information was obtained must be kept by the operator for five years after the end of the reference period to which they relate.

Non-compliance with the reporting obligation is an offence punishable by 8 to 12 months’ imprisonment and a fine of €2.50 to 12,500 in the case of a category 1 B facility or a fine of €25 to 25,000 in the case of a class 1 A facility, or by one of these penalties only.

If the prosecutor does not initiate criminal proceedings, an administrative fine of €625 to 62,500 may be imposed.

· Walloon Region 

The obligation to periodically report environmental data for establishments covered by the E-PRTR Regulation is subject to the Walloon Government Order of 13 December 2007 on the obligation to periodically report environmental data, amended by AGW of 4 July 2013..

Operators must provide DGO3 with all required environmental data within three months of the end of the reference year. Operators must use the best available information to collect these data in order to ensure their quality. Data files from which the information was obtained must be kept by the operator for five years after the end of the reference period to which they relate. Articles 76 ter and 76 quater of the Decree of 11 March 1999 on environmental permits set out a regular procedure for the collection, validation and use of environmental data. If declaring parties do not provide the requested information, they are subject to a category 3 penalty. If data are still not provided by the declaring party, the administration will prepare data for the facility in question on the basis of the information in its possession.

· Flemish Region

Since the reporting year 1993, large industrial companies in the Flemish Region have been required to inform the Flemish Environment Agency (VMM) every year if their atmospheric emissions exceed a certain defined threshold. In 2004, annual emissions into the atmosphere and water, groundwater, waste and energy data were compiled in the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV). Since 2006, this reporting system has been harmonised with the EPER Decision (2000/479/EC) and the E-PRTR Regulation (166/2006/EC): the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV) thus contains all the data necessary to draw up the E-PRTR and PRTR reports.

The integrated annual environmental report (IMJV) for each declaring company is submitted by it to the Environment, Nature and Energy Department (LNE), where the different parts of the report are distributed to the relevant bodies (VMM for emissions into air and water, OVAM for data relating to waste, etc.). Each institution thus retrieves the data it manages from the integrated annual environmental report (IMJV) and is responsible for evaluating and monitoring the quality of the data collected. The data are then entered into a database and stored. These data on emissions into air and water, waste and waste transfers are then loaded into the management module of the PRTR website. The data are checked before being published on the PRTR website. The published data may be supplemented or corrected (a record of such changes is always kept).

The methodology used to identify PRTR companies is specific to each emission stream (air, water or waste).






Article 10

	
Describe the rules, procedures and mechanisms ensuring the quality of the data contained in the national PRTR and what these revealed about the quality of data reported, having regard to the requirements of article 10 (quality assessment).

	Answer:

Each Region has developed its own methodology to ensure the quality of the data in the PRTR report. This methodology is also specific to the area in question (air, water or waste). Overall, the following measures may, among others, be singled out:

· verification of the calculation method and conversion rules applied;

· comparison of the results of measurements with the measurements performed by the responsible body;

· comparison of the emission factors used with those cited in the literature;

· consistency of the declaration with previous declarations;

· comparison of the data received with the data available on the basis of other reporting obligations or other sources of information;

· introduction of a quality control system and a code of good practice;

· in the context of electronic reporting, introduction of control systems at the level of data input.




Article 11

	
Describe the way(s) in which public access to the information contained in the register is facilitated, having regard to the requirements of article 11 (public access to information).

	Answer:

Access to information on the environment in the different Regions is governed by specific legislation.

The three Regions ensure access to information through:

· the dedicated website of the European Environment Agency (AEE):  http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/);

· The Aarhus.be web portal, which provides general information on the Aarhus Convention, including contacts at the federal and regional levels;

· the dedicated website of DGARNE: http://bilan.environnement.wallonie.be/sitePrtrWallon.jsp?menu=PRTRWALLON;
· the dedicated website of Brussels Environment – IBGE-BIM: www.bruxellesenvironnement.be/eprtr and www.leefmilieubrussel.be/e-prtr;

· the dedicated website of the Flemish Region: https://www.milieuinfo.be/prtr ;
· With regard to industrial emissions into air and water in the Flemish Region, information has also been published and updated annually since 2004 on the website of the Flemish Environment Agency (VMM) ((https://www.vmm.be/data/imjv-databestand/imjv ). An overview of atmospheric and water emissions (point sources and diffuse emissions) is presented in the annual reports available at the following addresses: "http://www.vmm.be/pub/jaarverslag-lozingen-in-de-lucht-2000-2015" and  5https://www.vmm.be/publicaties/bronnen-van-waterverontreiniging-2015. Data for Flemish waste are available on the website www.ovam.be.






Article 12
	
Where any information on the register is kept confidential, give an indication of the types of information that may be withheld and the frequency with which it is withheld, having regard to the requirements of article 12 (confidentiality). Please provide comments on practical experience and challenges encountered with respect to dealing with confidentiality claims, in particular with respect to the requirements set out in paragraph 2.

	Answer:

In the Walloon and Brussels-Capital Regions, no information confidentiality has been requested to date. However, Article 11 (Confidentiality) of the EC Regulation is applicable in the Brussels-Capital Region.

An overview of confidential information in the Flemish PRTR reports is presented in Table 2 below:

Table 2. Summary of confidential information according to environmental context (air, water, waste) for the different reference years

Data type 

Reason

Year 
Number of companies
Area 

Activity
Company
Facility
Article12.1. (e) data of an individual

2010
34
Air

7(a) Facilities for the intensive rearing of poultry or pigs
2011
46
2012
57
2013
55
2014
56
Transport of hazardous waste across borders

Article 12.1. (c) commercial or industrial information
2010
126
Waste
All sectors
2011
126
2012

171
2013

198
2014
187





Article 13
	
Describe the opportunities for public participation in the development of the national PRTR system, in accordance with article 13 (public participation in the development of national pollutant release and transfer registers), and any relevant experience with public participation in the development of the system.

	Answer:

Article 12 of the E-PRTR Regulation is applicable in the Brussels-Capital Region and the Walloon Region

With regard to the Flemish Region, interested parties can, via the URL "http://imjv.milieuinfo.be/", keep up to date on reporting conditions and news about legislative and regulatory requirements. It is possible to ask specific questions or make suggestions by phone or mail.




Article 14

	
Describe the review procedure established by law to which all individuals have access if they consider that their request for information has been ignored, wrongfully refused or otherwise not dealt with in accordance with the provisions of article 14 (access to justice), and any use made of it.

	Answer:

For the three Regions, an appeal body is provided to reconsider, at the applicant’s request, any refusal, late response or failure to respond to requests for access to information held by the administration.

Apart from this appeal body, the applicant may also assert his or her legal rights through the judicial system.




Article 15

	
Describe how the Party has promoted public awareness of its PRTR and provide detail, in accordance with article 15 (capacity-building), on:

	(a)
Efforts to provide adequate capacity-building for and guidance to public authorities and bodies to assist them in carrying out their duties under the Protocol; 

	(b)
Assistance and guidance to the public in accessing the national register and in understanding the use of the information contained in it.

	In the Brussels-Capital Region, Brussels Environment-IBGE-BIM has promoted awareness of E-PRTR through its general awareness-raising tools: its website and electronic newsletter. Wider communication is under consideration.

In the Walloon Region, the DGO3 has made known the EPRTR by seminars, bringing together stakeholders.

In the Flemish Region, a committee of PRTR experts brings together all the Flemish authorities to enable information exchange and capacity-building.

In addition, the PRTR Working Group of the Coordination Committee for International Environmental Policy (CCIEP) provides an opportunity for representatives of all the Regions to cooperate and exchange information about the PRTR.



	The data from the PRTR reports can be accessed electronically, instantly and from any location. The regional PRTR sites can be reached directly or via the Aarhus portal. For further information, the authorities can be contacted.



	c)




Article 16

	
Describe how the Party has cooperated and assisted other Parties and encouraged cooperation among relevant international organizations, as appropriate, in particular:

	(a)
In international actions in support of the objectives of this Protocol, in accordance with paragraph 1 (a);

	(b)
On the basis of mutual agreements between the Parties concerned, in implementing national systems in pursuance of this Protocol, in accordance with paragraph 1 (b);

	(c)
In sharing information under this Protocol on releases and transfers within border areas, in accordance with paragraph 1 (c);

	(d)
In sharing information under this Protocol concerning transfers among Parties, in accordance with paragraph 1 (d);

	(e)
Through the provision of technical assistance to Parties that are developing countries and Parties with economies in transition in matters relating to this Protocol, in accordance with paragraph 2 (c).

	The Brussels-Capital Region has not collaborated with any other party.

The Walloon Region has not directly collaborated with any other party, but one of its employees acts as Chair of the Parties’ Working Group (until July 2014) and in this role indirectly supports the implementation and promotion of the Protocol.

The Flemish Region participates in international forums relating to the PRTR (OECD PRTR Task Force, UNECE PRTR Working Group, E-PRTR meetings), and contributes to discussions and the sharing of relevant information. When asked about specific issues raised by the other parties, the Flemish Region shares the available information on an ad hoc basis.



	See response given under a).

	See response given under a)

	See response given under a)

	See response given under a)

	
Provide any further comments relevant to the Party’s implementation, or in the case of Signatories, preparation for implementation, of the Protocol. Parties and Signatories are invited to identify any challenges or obstacles encountered in setting up, gathering data for and filling in the register.

	Answer:

Interregional collaboration is implemented by means of a PRTR Working Group of the CCIEP.


1

