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Replies on the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy for the 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CONSULTATION PROCESS ON ISSUES ADDRESSED BY 

THE AARHUS CONVENTION’S ALMATY GUIDELINES 
 
 

At its meeting of 28 June 2006, the Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) 
mandated the UNECE secretariat to draft replies to the factual questions of the Aarhus 
Convention’s questionnaire and to submit them to it for discussion and approval. It requested the 
secretariat thereafter to inform the Committee on Environmental Policy about the replies at its 
thirteenth session (9-11 October 2006). (See report of the Bureau, CE/CEP/2006/3, para. 20)  
 
1. Please provide any comments on the Guidelines, in view of your forum’s own 
processes, activities and particular characteristics. 
 

------- 
 
2.   Does your forum have any formalized rules or procedures concerning access to 
information, public participation in decision-making, and access to justice in environmental 
matters? If yes, please provide an overview.   
 
The relevant provisions in the revised Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (E/ECE/1437) adopted by the Commission at its 
Sixty-first session (21-23 February 2006) state that “the Commission shall make arrangements for 
consultation with non-governmental organizations which have been granted consultative status by 
the Economic and Social Council, in accordance with the principles approved by the Council for 
this purpose and contained in Council resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968, parts I and II”. 
(article 13 of the Revised Terms of Reference).  
 
Rule 20 of the Revised Rules of Procedure of the Commission specifies that Subsidiary Bodies 
shall adopt their own rules of procedure unless otherwise decided by the Commission. 
 
The Committee on Environmental Policy has not adopted rules of procedures, as such. Under its 
terms of reference, however, public participation is formalized. 



 

 

The 1994 terms of reference of the Committee contains the following wording:  The Committee 
shall “Facilitate the coordination of environment-related programmes in the region, and cooperate 
closely with the European Union and subregional governmental and non-governmental 
organizations in order to extend their achievements and agreed practices to the region as a whole” 
(para 6) ; and “ Promote legal, regulatory and administrative mechanisms of environmental 
management, and encourage public participation in environmental decision-making” (para 7). 
These principles shall also figure in the terms of reference that the Committee is in the process of 
revising, as requested by the Commission. 
 
3.   Does your forum have any non-formalized practices concerning access to information, 
public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters? If 
yes, please provide an overview. 
 
Active participation of civil society in the work of the Committee on Environmental Policy is a 
long-standing practice. The “Environment for Europe” process, which is one of the main strategic 
pillars of the Committee’s work, is by definition a unique partnership of the member States 
within the UNECE region and a cooperative process that brings together all major players in the 
field of the environment, including regional environment centres, non-governmental 
organizations and other major groups represented in the region. Accredited representatives of 
non-governmental organizations, the academic community and interest groups have been taking 
part as observers in the annual sessions of the Committee and contributed to the “Environment 
for Europe” process and to its Ministerial Conferences. The representatives of civil society do not 
have a decision-making power but have an important consultative role to play in the decisions of 
the Committee.  
 
All official documents of the Committee on Environmental Policy and reports of its sessions are 
available to the public on the Committee’s website 
(http://www.unece.org/env/cep/welcome.html).  
 
4. Are there any current or future work plans of your forum that may affect the extent of 
or modalities for access to information, public participation in decision-making and access 
to justice in environmental matters? If yes, please provide an overview. 
 
Following the mandate received by the Environment Ministers in Kiev (Kiev Declaration, 
ECE/CEP/94/Rev.1, para. 75), the Committee, in consultation with interested stakeholders, 
developed a draft Communication Strategy to raise awareness of the “Environment for Europe” 
process among stakeholders and the general public.  
 
The Working Group of Senior Officials (WGSO) preparing for the Sixth Ministerial Conference 
“Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, October 2007) was invited to revise the strategy for 
submission to the Ministerial Conference and to consider the possible development of a 
Communication Plan for the implementation of the Strategy. 
 
The WGSO decided, at its second meeting in June 2006, that communication plans should be 
developed to raise the awareness of the public of each of the Ministerial Conferences and to inform 
the public on their concrete outputs, starting from the Belgrade Conference, rather than preparing a 
Strategy for the entire “Environment for Europe” process. 
 



 
 
The draft communication plan prepared for the Belgrade conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/13)  
has the two following objectives: 
 

(a)  Firstly, the communication activities are expected to deepen understanding of the 
issues to be addressed at the Belgrade Conference. Efforts will be made to draw the attention of 
the public and other stakeholders to the importance of these issues, including their assessment, 
possible impacts and challenges to environmental protection and sustainable development in the 
UNECE region. The media has a key role to play in this process.  
 

(b)  Secondly, the communication activities are expected to contribute to raising the 
visibility of the EfE process by highlighting its main commitments and successes. 
 
 
5.    In particular, what kind of challenges, if any, has your forum encountered with 
regard to access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to 
justice in environmental matters (for example, low involvement of civil society, or practical 
difficulties in managing public participation)? If appropriate, please provide a description 
underlining those experiences you think could be most useful to consider when reviewing 
the relevance and practicality of the Almaty guidelines.  
 
The challenge to the Committee on Environmental Policy is to continue attracting the interest of 
the civil society in its activities in order to benefit from their active participation. 


