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DECISIONS AND MAJOR OUTCOMES 
as agreed by the Task Force at its first meeting 

 
 
Item 1.  Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda  
 
The Task Force adopted its agenda as set out in the provisional agenda for 
the meeting. 
 
 
Item 2.  Sharing information and experience, capacity building1

 
   

(a) Good practices in public participation in decision-making 
 
The Task Force: 
 

1) shared experience and information on good practices; 
2) considered a draft template for the collection of case studies in 

public participation in environmental decision-making. It agreed to 
provide written comments on the draft template electronically to 
the secretariat by 1 January 2011.  

 
(b) Challenges in implementing public participation in decision-

making 
 
The Task Force considered challenges to implementation of the public 
participation provisions of the Convention through various presentations, 
including on challenges identified by the Expert Group on Public 
Participation and through the national implementation reports. 
Participants shared examples of difficulties and obstacles to 
implementation and discussed additional challenges, such as poverty, 
which prevent effective public participation in some cases. 

                                                 
1 All presentations will be made available in due course through the following web-page: 
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ppdm.htm 



 
(c) Innovative forms and tools for public participation 

 
The Task Force heard various presentations concerning innovative forms 
and tools for public participation, and took note of this information. One 
presenter was connected through a video-link. 
 

(d) Building NGO capacity and strengthening civil society 
 
The Task Force heard various presentations concerning capacity-building 
for NGO’s and strengthening civil society, and took note of this 
information. 
 

(e) Sharing other relevant information 
 
The members of the Task Force shared other relevant information. 
 
 
Item 3.  Workplan for 2011-2014 
 
 

(a) Prioritization of tasks and identification of needs 
 
The Task Force considered the draft workplan for 2011-2014 and agreed 
to prioritize tasks and needs as laid out in the draft document. 
 

(b) Cooperation with the Protocol on Water and Health 
 
The secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health to the Convention on 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes presented a 
proposal for a joint activity with the Task Force. The Task Force agreed: 
 

1) to endorse the proposal to have one joint activity in the next 
intersessional period; 

2) to entrust the secretariat, in consultation with the Chair, to organize 
the joint activity tentatively scheduled for 2012 in cooperation with 
the secretariat of the Protocol on Water and Health, subject to 
approval by the respective Meetings of the Parties to the Aarhus 
Convention and to the Protocol on Water and Health.  

 
 
 



(c) Cooperation with the ANCCLI/EU ‘Aarhus and Nuclear’ 
initiative 

 
Representatives of the ANCCLI/EU ‘Aarhus and Nuclear’ initiative 
presented a proposal for a joint activity with the Task Force. The Task 
Force agreed:  
 

1) to endorse the proposal to organize one joint activity in the next 
intersessional period; 

2) to entrust the secretariat, in consultation with the Chair, to organize 
the joint activity tentatively scheduled for 2011 in cooperation with 
ANCCLI, subject to approval by the Aarhus Convention MOP at 
its fourth session.  

 
(d) Cooperation with the Convention on Environmental Impact 

Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) 
 
The secretariat of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment 
in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) and the Protocol on 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) presented envisaged 
activities under these instruments that could possibly be carried out in 
cooperation with the Task Force. The Task Force agreed:  
 

1) to endorse the possible organization of one joint activity with the 
Espoo Convention and/or the SEA Protocol in the next 
intersessional period; 

2) to entrust the secretariat, in consultation with the Chair, to organize 
the joint activity tentatively scheduled for 2013 in cooperation with 
the Espoo Convention secretariat, subject to approval by the 
Meetings of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention and to the Espoo 
Convention and/or SEA Protocol, as appropriate.   

   
(e) Recommendations on public participation 

 
The Task Force considered a preliminary compilation of 
recommendations, prepared on the basis of several materials published on 
the subject, and agreed on the following:  

- the secretariat will revise the draft, taking into consideration the 
comments provided, and will distribute it by 15 December 2010 to 
national focal points and experts engaged in the Aarhus activities 
for further comments; 

- the secretariat will explore the possibility of hiring a consultant to 
work on the recommendations and will inform the Task Force via 



e-mail about the deadline for providing comments on the revised 
draft; 

- the secretariat will make all comments received available on the 
Task Force’s website; 

- a first draft of recommendations is expected to be ready for the 
next meeting of the Task Force, scheduled to take place in late 
2011- early 2012; 

- during 2011- early 2012 the work on recommendations will focus 
on issues related to activities I to VI of the draft workplan; during 
2012-2013 the focus will be extended to the remaining activities 
VII, VIII and IX; 

- the recommendations should be drafted taking into consideration 
the ongoing work on the Implementation Guide and the collection 
of case studies. 

      
(f) Elaboration of a draft workplan 

 
The Task Force stressed that there is a need to cooperate with the Task 
Force on Access to Justice, to ensure that appropriate synergies are 
achieved and the issue of access to justice is properly addressed in the 
work of the Task Force on Public Participation in Decision-making. The 
Task Force also acknowledged the need to take into account the work of 
the Task Forces on Electronic Information Tools and on Public 
Participation in International Forums, as well as the Communications 
Strategy. 
 
The Task Force revised the draft workplan, taking into account the 
discussion on previous items, and agreed to submit it to the Working 
Group of the Parties for consideration, with a view to the eventual 
submission of the document to the Meeting of the Parties at its fourth 
session, as an annex to the report of the first meeting of the Task Force. 
The draft workplan will also be reflected in the Convention’s draft work 
programme for 2012-2014, which is expected to be adopted by the 
Meeting of the Parties. 
 
 
Item 4.  Adoption of conclusions and close of meeting 
 
The Task Force agreed on the decisions and outcomes presented by the 
Chair at the meeting and requested the secretariat, in consultation with the 
Chair, to finalize the meeting report and incorporate these outcomes and 
decisions.  
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