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Access to information as a precondition for 

effective public participation (I):  

Is the public informed: 

 early in a decision-making procedure? (short-
cuts) 

 both about initiation of the procedure and 
possibilities for the public to participate? (not 
one or the other) 

 properly? (form and content of the public 
notice, ‘Sports Illustrated’, website of the 
developer) 

 in case of projects having transboundary impact?  
 



Clear procedures for public participation:  

 Is there an established clear procedure(s) for public 
participation? 

 How different is it for different types of decisions? 

 Does the responsibility for public participation rest on 
public authorities? 

 Are there specific and sufficient timeframes for public 
participation? (review, prepare and submit comments) 

 How the rights for public participation are backed-up 
by access to justice? 

 Does the procedure clarify that information that 
applicants are required to provide to public authorities 
making decisions under article 6 is generally not 
exempted from disclosure? 



Access to information as a precondition for 

effective public participation (II):  

 Is all relevant information provided for review? 

 Is the public promptly informed where to find information? 

 Are premises and hours sufficient? 

 Do public authorities obtain environmental information 
relevant to their functions, including those on which they base 
their decisions? 

 Are documents maintained in publicly accessible registers? 

 Is information available on the specially designated and easily 
recognisable Internet websites of the authorities? 

 Are members of the public allowed to make copies?  

 Is information provided regardless of its volume? 

 Are exemptions for disclosure extensive? (EIA reports)   

 Is other relevant information included to ensure more 
informed and effective public participation? 



Public consultation process:  

 Is there a public consultation process foreseen 
in a decision-making procedure? 

 Are there specific timeframes for the public 
consultation process? 

 What are the main forms of public 
consultations? 

 Are there separate clear procedures for public 
hearings? 

 Has the public (not only the public concerned!) 
the possibility to submit any! comments in 
writing during the entire commenting period?    

 



Due account of outcomes: 

 Is there a legal mechanism that public comments 
are taken into account? 

 Is sufficient time available for the public officials 
to take any comments into account in a 
meaningful way? 

 Is the public informed of which comments have 
been taken into account and which have not and 
what were the reasons behind that? 

 Can the final decision/report on public 
consultations be challenged if none of the public 
comment were taken into account without any 
reasoning?  

 



Final decision:  

 What is the final decision in relation to each activity 
covered in Annex I +? 

 Is the final decision accompanied with the 
statement of reasons and considerations on which it 
is based?   

 Is the public informed about issuing of the final 
decision? 

 Is the text of the final decision, along with the 
reasons and considerations on which it is based, 
made publicly available? 

 Can the final decision be repealed if the public 
participation provisions have not been complied 
with? 


