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Aarhus Convention requirement 

Definitions 

2. “Public authority” means: 

(a) Government at national, regional and other level; 

(b) Natural or legal persons performing public administrative 

functions…in relation to the environment; 

(c) Any other natural or legal persons having public 

responsibilities or functions, or providing public services, 

in relation to the environment, under the control of a body 

or person falling within subparagraphs (a) or (b) above; 
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What does this mean? 

Private Companies and Public-Private Partnerships 

• Drinking water 

• Wastewater treatment 

• Municipal solid waste 

• What about public transport (buses, trams, metro)? 

• Other sectors? 

 

Assumption:  Disclosure of information  
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Municipal water/wastewater 

investments 

• EBRD has financed over 50 
water and sanitation projects 
in the last decade 

• This amounts to a total 
investment portfolio of €870 
million 

• These investments benefit 30 
million people, almost 10% of 
the population of the EBRD 
region 
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Context: a legacy of under-

investment 

• Water services were free in planned 
economies but State subsidies 
removed 

• Decades of serious under-investment –
old and deteriorating infrastructure 

• Human health affected by poor services 

• Major source of surface water pollution 

• Users not accustomed to paying for 
services – so water use not efficient 

• Tariff reform for reduced wastage and 
sustainable service levels 
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Water supply and wastewater 

treatment 

Investment challenges 

 Meeting national and EU water and 

effluent standards 

 Need to increase investments in 

maintenance and asset renewal 

 Improve water supply and quality 

standards 

 Improve collection and treatment of 

sewage 

 Improve operational and financial 

performance of municipal water and 

sewerage companies 
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Information Disclosure 

Water Companies 

• Provide routine information to public 

• Provide information on works/disruption 

• Provide clarity on information in emergency situation 

• Provide clarity on terminology used 

• Respond to requests for information 

• Grievance/Complaint procedure 
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Thames Water 
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Reporting 

Data reports 
posted on web 
and available on 
request 
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Guidance needed 

For companies that provide a public service and are 
subject to the Convention directly under 2c: guidance 

• Introducing Aarhus Convention and obligations 

• Clarifying expectations  

• Reporting/information disclosure  

• Routinely   

• On request 

• In an emergency situation 

• Handling grievances 
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EBRD’s role  

EBRD is financing significant numbers of public service 

projects.  We want to ensure that our companies meet 

obligations, including under international law. 

 

• Will help draft guidance note/fact sheet that can be 

handed out to water/wastewater treatment companies 

• Circulate draft to Secretariat and whomever else wants 

to be in a discussion group (contact: smithe@ebrd.com) 

• Provide English and Russian language translations 

• Circulate to other MDBs/IFIs 

Investment challenges 
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