Open Letter to co-chairs and all the member states of the OWG on SDGs
16 June 2014

Excellencies,

Representatives of major groups and stakeholders of civil society registered to participate in
the 12th session of the Open Working Group (OWG) on the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), write this letter to you, following the decision to close the session to civil society.

Over 330 civil society organisations have gathered in New York to participate in the OWG,
on request of UN DESA with many coming from abroad, at considerable cost, time and
resources.

None of the civil society organisations had been informed previously that they would not be
able to attend the OWG meeting this week.

Since civil society worldwide are being excluded as they can no longer follow the webcast, at
least their representatives who came all the way to the US should be allowed to participate
and inform their constituencies.

We echo calls by Sweden, Vietnam (on behalf of their troika with Thailand and Bhutan),
Ireland and Germany who specifically called to maintain an inclusive and open spirit of the
OWG that benefits from civil society’s participation.

As we call for a transformative, participatory and inclusive development framework we
have to embody those principles in the process of formulating this agenda. This is in line
with Article 248 of the Rio+20 Outcome Document which calls for “…an intergovernmental
process on SD, that is open to all stakeholders…”.

This exclusion of Major Groups and other Stakeholders contradicts the co-chair’s calls for
civil society to meaningfully respond and provide concrete ideas for the draft goals and
targets. Civil society is no longer able to provide their expertise, as they lack the information
on where the discussions stand.

We call into mind the compromise that co-chairs had made, to have ‘informal informals’ in
the week preceding the open working group meeting. We therefore object that the informals
were resumed during the formal session, and that civil society was subsequently excluded,
without a clear reason to do so.

Up to this point our engagement has been very constructive and much appreciated, and we
regret that the doors are being closed. This contradicts meaningful civil society participation
which is essential considering that civil society is the bridge/interlocutor between
governments and the grassroots and the outcome of the SDGs and the Post-2015 development
agenda is going to impact all countries of the international community.

Even if the format of the informals is maintained, we call to mind the precedent established
by the Rio+20 conference, where the informals were open for observers from Major Groups
and Stakeholders.

We therefore ask the co-chairs to either revert to the formal session or follow the precedent
established at Rio+20 and open informals to observers. It is important to note that with
limited resources, civil society has committed considerable time and energy to work with CoChairs, the UN and country delegations throughout the entire process. This is precisely the
time when more clear and open process is required. We also call for access to the latest
copies of the documents. We are happy to meet with you to discuss this further,

Sincerely,

The Organising Partners of the Major Groups and Stakeholders
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