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ITEM 10 OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 THEMATIC SESSION: “THE ROLE OF THE AARHUS CONVENTI ON IN PROMOTING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT” 

Outline of the Provisional Programme 

The High-level Segment will be chaired by the Minister of Environment of the Republic of 
Moldova, who will be assisted by the Chair of the Meeting of the Parties. 

Format of sessions: Statements by panellists followed by statements from the floor and 
discussion. The panellists will be invited to make a short opening statement, after which the 
debate will be opened to the floor. During the debate, panellists will have the opportunity to 
react to statements of their fellow panellists and to respond to statements or questions from 
the floor. To allow for more time for discussion, the number of panellists and the time for their 
opening statements will be limited. 

Opening:        Statement by the Chair of the High- level Segment  

                                   Message from the  United Nations Secretary-General, delivered by the   
UNECE Executive Secretary 

Session 1:     Advancing sustainable development in  the UNECE region: a   success 
story or a missed opportunity for the Aarhus Conven tion?  

 The session is expected to take stock of successes and failures in 
implementing the Convention to date in order to create a snapshot which can 
guide future action towards full implementation. 

Coffee break 

Session 2:     The Aarhus Convention as an inspirat ion for promoting Principle 10 of 
the Rio Declaration    

 The session is expected to send a strong message to the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), offering the region’s 
experience within the framework of the Aarhus Convention as an inspiration 
for delivery on Principle 10 beyond the UNECE region. The session is also 
expected to consider the draft Chisinau Declaration (the latter to be continued 
under item 11 of the provisional agenda) 

Concluding remarks by the Chair of the High-level S egment 

******** 


