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Since the adoption of the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers in May 2003, several European countries have successfully launched national pollutant release and transfer registers (PRTRs).  Under the European Community’s 2006 Regulation creating a ‘European-PRTR’, 27 countries are expected to release national PRTR reports in late 2009. The Signatories to the Protocol outside of the European Union (EU) have also taken steps to prepare their national registers, although progress for some has been difficult.
PRTRs Progress will examine the successful implementation of national registers under the Protocol and the remaining challenges facing non-EU countries.  Leading international, national and nongovernmental experts will present capacity-building initiatives aimed at developing national PRTRs throughout the pan-European region. 
PROGRAMME 


I. Welcome and introduction
Ms. Mara Silina 
Coordinator, Europe ECO Forum


Mr. Michel Amand 
Chair of the UNECE Working Group on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers, Ministry of the Walloon Region, Belgium
II. Presentations

"Progress toward ratification of the Protocol on PRTRs"

Mr. Michael Stanley-Jones 
Environmental Affairs Officer, UNECE Aarhus Convention secretariat

"National implementation and capacity-building"

Mr. Christoph Moor 
National PRTR Coordinator, Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN), Switzerland

"Development of national PRTRs in Southeastern Europe"

Ms. Magda Toth Nagy
Head of Programme, Public Participation, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, Hungary

"NGO capacity-building"

Ms. Elena Vasilieva
Director, IC Volgograd-Ecopress, Russian Federation and PRTR spokesperson, European ECO Forum
"Enterprise capacity-building"

Ms. Zalfira Zikrina
Executive Director, Center for Sustainable Production and Consumption, Kazakhstan

"Global initiatives"

Mr. Kevin Munn 
Project Officer, UNEP Division of Technology, Industry, and Economics - Chemicals Branch


III. Questions from the floor


IV. Summary and closing remarks

Mr. Craig Boljkovac 
Manager, Chemicals and Waste Management Programme, UNITAR and Acting Chair, International PRTR Coordinating Group

Mr. Michel Amand

