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Since the adoption of the Aarhus Convention in 
June 1998, progress in promoting access to environmental information and public participation in environmental decision-making has been fueled by the growth of Information and Community Technology (ICT).  Most dramatically, the rapid rise of the Internet and explosive popularity of mobile telephony has created unparalleled opportunities for communication and participation by the public in environmental governance.  But how effectively are the Parties to the Convention taking advantage of these opportunities?  Are e-Environmental services keeping pace with the growth of ICT in the UNECE region?  What lies on the technical, social and political horizon.
PROGRAMME 


I. Welcome and introduction
Mr. Chris Jarvis 
Freedom of Information Policy Manager, Environment Agency for England and Wales and Chair, Aarhus Convention Task Force on Electronic Information Tools 
II. Presentations

“Case studies in e-access, e-participation and 
e-justice”

Ms. Kaidi Tingas 

Project Manager, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, Public Participation Programme, Hungary
 "Aarhus Clearinghouse for Environmental Democracy:  A Progress Report"

Mr. Michael Stanley-Jones 
Environmental Affairs Officer, UNECE Aarhus Convention secretariat

"E-Voting Platform for civil society in Bulgaria"

Ms. Milena Bokova 
Executive Director, BlueLink Information Network, Bulgaria
CARnet Sustainable Development Information Portal
Mr. Vladimir Grebnev
Regional Coordinator, Digital Information Network on Environment and Sustainable Development in Central Asia and Russia (CARnet), Kyrgyzstan

, 

"Share European Information System and the INSPIRE Directive"

Mr. Charles Pirotte
Administrator, European Commission

“Implementation of the electronic tools decision II/3 to the Aarhus Convention”

Mr. Chris Jarvis 
Freedom of Information Policy Manager, Environment Agency for England and Wales

III. Interactions 

IV. closing remarks
