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1. Legislation implementing the Aarhus Convention: Following the Aarhus Convention, the European Union has already adopted 2 pieces of Legislation (“Directives”) on access to information and public participation. The institutional and legislative process is well advanced for a Regulation on the application of the Aarhus Convention to Community bodies and institutions. On adoption this will mean legally binding rules which will apply to all EU Institutions and bodies.

2. Governance within the European Commission (and other European Institutions): Follow up to the 2002 White Paper setting out rules on impact assessments of legislation, consultation of interested parties etc.

3. European Environment Agency: 10 years of providing accurate and comparable data on the state of Europe’s environment.

4. Draft Constitution for the European Union: Enshrines a Charter of Fundamental Rights encompassing, for example, the right of access to documents, the right to good administration and environmental protection.
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