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INTERVENTION NOTES BY H.E. AMBASSADOR

DATO’ SHAMSUDIN ABDULLAH,

AMBASSADOR OF MALAYSIA IN ITALY AT THE 

Mr Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to have the opportunity to represent the government of Malaysia at the First Meeting of the Parties to the AARHUS Convention in this historical city of Lucca.

2.
The significance of the Aarhus Convention in the building of partnerships towards the implementation of its principles for the evolution of environmental protection and democracy is indeed appreciated. Malaysia welcomes the objectives and principles  of Aarhus Convention and  the Lucca  Declaration  aimed  on a longer term  to  guarantee the rights of access to information,  public participation in decision making, and access to justice in environmental matters in order to contribute to the protection of the right of every person of present and future generations to live in an environment adequate to his or her health and well-being. 
Human Rights

3. However, the principles contained in the Aarhus Convention and Lucca Declaration which focus on environmental rights and human rights are in our view quite idealistic for developing countries, where the emphasis is on eradicating poverty.

4.
In support of human rights, Malaysia has established the human rights commission. Thus we welcome the moves to channel human rights towards sustainable development through the eradication of poverty and upliftment the standard of living.

Public Participation

5. We are also of the view that it is very important to educate the public on their rights as well as responsibilities on nation building  including the protection of  the environment.  Public participation in decision making is an important element  to ensure  that their views were considered in the final decision making.  Many times the public need to be consulted and guided where appropriate.  We believe that the convention  may  be well received and implemented  when a society  reaches  a certain  level  of standard of living,  a high level of education which lead towards a self sustaining and a  heightened awareness of the need to protect and safeguard  the environment.  Our efforts must be focused  to uplift  the standard of living of  our society  to a level where they demand a cleaner and safe environment. 

The need to develop natural resources to eradicate poverty:

6. Malaysia sees the need for an intensified international cooperation in handling issues of environmental degradation and natural resources management. Developing countries have no options but to develop their own natural resources in order to generate the much-needed national income and to achieve economic growth. It would be very difficult to eradicate poverty and provide the basic amenities to people without developing our very own resources. The poor is least concerned about the environment when their daily needs are not met.  

Responsibility to protect the environment:

7. As the world’s responsible citizens we are equally concerned to safeguard and protect the environment from further deterioration. We also understand the cries and calls to conserve natural resources.  It is here that we need to seek the balance. We are talking about sustainable development of resources. And it is in this regard that the developed countries should be generous enough in providing  financial and technical assistance to the poor nations so that the poor can  reach a certain level of standard of living, where there will be the awareness among people to protect the environment. This is the way forward to safeguard the world’s environmental resources from further exploitation.  I like to congratulate the parties of Aarhus Convention for their efforts in this direction and urge to bring forth concrete programmes.   

Trade and Environment

8. We are also disturbed by the actions of some developed countries to unilaterally use trade instruments on the pretext of protecting the global environment. We believe that in our quest to achieve the target of sustainable development, the three pillars of sustainable development, i.e. economic, social and environment must be addressed holistically. Let us not let the well being of the people to suffer because of unnecessarily high environmental standards that the developing need to comply with. Neither do we believe that economic development should proceed at the expense of degrading the environment of the future generation. We are confident that the empowerment of the developing countries with market access, financial capability, and environmentally sound technology as well as good environmental policies and framework is the way forward to achieving sustainable development.   

9. Malaysia thus acknowledges the importance of Aarhus Convention and Lucca Declaration in initiating to create an environmentally sustainable future.

10. Finally we would like to express our deep appreciation to the Italian government for being an excellent host.

Thank you.
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