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On implementation of the Aarhus Convention and Kazakhstan priorities   

Dear Chairman!

Dear Colleagues!

Ladies and gentlemen 
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan I would like to congratulate United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Secretariat and Bureau of the Aarhus Convention, representatives of governments of 
European and NIS countries, international, non-government and public organizations on the First Conference of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention.

I would like also to express my deep gratitude to Government of Italy and organizers of the Conference for the warm reception, and support of the Kazakhstan delegation participation at the Conference.


Kazakhstan signed the Aarhus Convention directly in Aarhus on 25 of June 1998. Then during the two years from 1998 to 2000 there was an active process of preparation for the ratification of the Convention. 

All interested Parties: governmental bodies and Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan, public units and non-governmental organizations, mass media, and international organizations took part in this process. 

At that time the trilateral Memorandum on cooperation between the Ministry, which is the main executive body in the filed of environment, the Parliament and NGOs was signed. 

As the result, in 2000 exactly due to the close interaction of various stratum of Kazakhstan society ratification of the Convention and its implementation became possible.

Recently in Kazakhstan political, legislative and institutional base for the active participation of public and non-government organizations in governmental, including environmental issues, was established.

Practice of public discussions of the most important laws, conceptions, State programs, is wide developed. Laws “On public unions”,  “On mass media”, according to which public has a right to express its opinion, to develop all kinds of activities, to have access to information and  disseminate it by all means, allowed by legislation, have been adopted. 

Conception of governmental support of non-governmental organizations has been adopted by the Special Act of the Government. I am glad to inform You that in developing State Program on its implementation environmental and social issues are defined as priorities.
At present, in Kazakhstan development and adoption of a number of new laws in the field of environment, allowing to reform national legislation and put it in accordance with the provisions of Conventions, ratified by Kazakhstan, in the filed of environment, were envisaged by us. This is one of the priorities of the environmental policy of Kazakhstan.

Increasing of environmental informing of various stratum of society is one of the main priorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

The other priority of environmental policy is wide access of public to environmental information. All main governmental materials on environmental issues are published in mass media, which are accessible, as it is known, without any frames and limits for public.

Monthly newspapers “Atameken- Motherland”, “ Ecologichestki Kurier -Environmental express”, “Ecologichestki Vestnik- Environmental messenger ”, and also quarterly journal “Informational Ecologichestki bulletin- Environmental bulletin” are issued by the Ministry.

Information electronic environmental network including governmental bodies,  oblast territorial departments of environment, about 250 users in all, was created and is being developed. 

Web-site of Ministry of Environmental Protection was developed. It contains on-line and analytical information about the state of environment in Kazakhstan, environmental legislative base of Kazakhstan, implemented projects, information on sustainable development. There is special page on the Aarhus Convention on the Web-site.

Web-site of the Joint Program of Kazakhstan Government and UNDP “Institutional strengthening for sustainable development” was created and is regularly renewed.

Non-governmental organizations very actively work on dissemination of environmental information. Electronic newspaper “Kazakhstanskaya Eco-Pravda”, Electronic Bulletins of Central Asian Regional Environmental Center (CA REC) and Kazakhstan NGOs EcoForum are published and disseminated. Ec-Press Center is also actively works. And information is disseminated not only on Kazakhstan territory, but on the Central Asia and NIS.

In accordance with our obligations to the Aarhus Convention, there is one more priority of Kazakhstan environmental policy – public involvement into decision-making process. Special handbook “Guide to public participation will be issued. Recommendations to public authorities on increasing of public participation in decision-making in environmental expertise and environmental impact assessment will be given in the Guide. 

We have some of practice of providing defense for violated rights of citizens, but this direction is under development in our country now.

So we rely upon the support of Kazakhstan efforts in implementation of this third pillar of the Aarhus Convention – access to justice in environmental issues by European countries and international organizations.

Dear ladies and gentlemen!
Discussing the work on implementation of the Aarhus Convention, we should underline the assistance, which international organizations, working in Kazakhstan, provide for us.

So, together with OSCE Center in Almaty, and UNDP number of seminars on implementation of the Aarhus Convention were held. Special attention was paid to environmental education problem. As the result, the Ministry of Environmental Protection in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Science approved «Conception of environmental education of the Republic of Kazakhstan». 

Under the support of the Aarhus Convention Secretariat, UNEP, and other international organizations, three regional seminars on implementation of the Aarhus Convention were held in Central Asia.

They became the important stages in preparation of the region for this Conference.

Moreover, Kazakhstan is the first country of the Central Asian region, where Danish project on the Aarhus Convention is implemented. I would like to use this opportunity to express sincere gratitude to the Government of Denmark for real and practical assistance to our country. We would like to hope for the future donors support of the project. In this case we could have a unique chance to transfer the experience from Kazakhstan on inventory of environmental information, development of recommendations of reforming national legislation, public participation in decision-making - to all Central Asian region. These issues have been discussed at the Dushanbe regional workshop on the Aarhus Convention 

Also I would like very briefly to inform you about some problems. 

According to the UNECE Committee on the Environmental Policy decision Kazakhstan was referred to the 2-nd group of countries, which are responsible themselves for travel costs for participation in the international meetings of UNECE. 

In connection with this decision, we were not able to participate in number of meetings on five UNECE conventions, including the Aarhus Convention.
We would like to address to the world community with request to continue financial support to our country as through financing of the projects, so support the country participation in the international meetings. At this transitional stage of our economy development such support is utterly important and effective.

I am fully confident that fruitful cooperation between Kazakhstan and UNECE in addressing environmental problems will further move forward. I would like also to express my sincere gratitude to the world community for the assistance and support it provides to Kazakhstan to facilitate the progress of democratic and sustainable development.

Thank You for your attention.
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