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Dear Chair,

dear partcipants of the First Meeting of the Parties,

dear ladies and gentlemen!

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection let me welcome the participants of the First Meeting of the Parties.

The Republic of Belarus at present has got a well developed management structure of environment protection that enhances decision-making and implements activity in improving rational capacity-building mechanisms.

At the same time it appeares more and more evident that global environmental problems cannot be solved successfully by state institutions only. 

In December 1999 the Republic of Belarus ratified the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus, Denmark).

The objective of the Convention is to assist the protection of each individual’s right of present and future generations to live in environment auspicious for their health and wellbeing. These objectives are consolidated by the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus.

It is worth mentioning that the Republic of Belarus has got a legislative base giving the possibility of becoming a foundation to meet the requirements and provisions of the Aarhus Convention.

The fact that the Republic of Belarus is a Party of the Convention demands further ativities in improving the mechanisms of accumulation of environmental information, more active public participation in environmental decision-making. 

In 2001 the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection in cooperation with the Ministries, departments and public organizations concerned worked out an implementation of the Aarhus Convention provisions Action Plan, approved by the Government on December 29, 2001.

The Ministry pays great attention to consolidating the contacts with public environmental organizations.

Since its foundation in July 2001 the Public Environmental Coordinating Counsil has been widely participating in solving a great part of environmental problems.

The foundation of the Counsil provided NGOs with  an opportunity   to take part in the process of prominent environmental decision-making and participate in discussions of the environmental policy directions (national action plans, draft laws, regulatory and legal instruments, etc.).

The Counsil foundation is a landmark in the development of democratic participation in the process of prominent environmental decision-making. 

According to the provisions of the Aarhus Convention one of the main activity directions of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus is to provide public, state bodies and public organizations with the information concerning environmental state and the measures for its normalization taken.

The Ministry arranged regular edition of inventories  of regulatory instruments, information brochures and surveys on environmental topics, annual environmental brochure “The State of Natural Environment of Belarus” is published. In 2001 a National Report “The State of Natural Environment of Belarus” was published. Main information on environmental situation makes a separate paragraph in the annual statistic inventory, edited by the Ministry of Statistics and Analysis. Key details on the environmental state of the Republic are popularized through the Internet. Public is informed of the active environmental state over mass media.

According to the majority of NGOs, with the Aarhus Convention ratified the process of information access has remarkably improved. Access to environmental information for wide public has become much easier.

In complience with the Action Plan for implementation of the Aarhus Convention and to improve public access to information the Ministry is being involved in elaboration of the inventory  of environmental information avaliable in different state bodies.

Furthermore, with the same goal the Ministry is anticipating an International Conference “Information Exchange Development and Access to Environmental Information” to be held in December of current year.

Development of intermational cooperation in the field of  environmental protection is a prior concern of our state. The Republic of Belarus is constantly contacting with international intergovernmental and finansing organizations: World Bank, UNECE, UNDP, UNEP, World Meteorologic Organization (WMO), WHO, OECD, TACIS and bodies founded to implement international conventions on nature protection.

We express a great gratitude to dono-countries as well as to international finansing organizations and funds for their keen attention to the changes in Belarus and for their help in realization of environment-related projects.

Thank you for the attention.
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