Italian contribution to the Working Party on GMOs 

(Aarhus Convention)

Foreword

At the first meeting of the WGGMOs (9-11 April 2003), Italy supported the sharing of national experiences regarding the participation of the public to the activities with GMOs. This note aims at contributing to this exercise.

Implementation of Directive 2001/18/EC

As regards the EC Directive 2001/18, Italy is establishing its national competent authority within the Ministry for the Environment. This decision stems from an accurate analysis of the main features of the directive itself (i.e. release of GMOs into the environment) and takes into account environmental concerns.

The Italian experience

In Italy, public consultation and access to information regarding each deliberate release of GMOs into the environment occur via a special section in a website (of the Ministry for the Environment) dedicated to the competent national authority, which is adequately publicised.

As regards consultation, information subject to public consultation can be obtained through the above mentioned website. 

In this context, public consultation means the possibility granted to any physical or legal person, institution, organization or association of formulating observations or of supplying information on any submitted notification related to any deliberate release of GMOs into the environment not intended for commercialisation.

In order to facilitate the participation to the procedures for public consultation a “consultation list” is going to be created. Such a list will comprise the competent institutional actors (at both local and central level), and relevant stakeholders, such as civil society organisaions and environmental NGOs.

Any physical or legal person, institution, organization or association can acceed to such “consultation list” at any time.

Members of the “consultation list” will be promptly informed of the beginning of any new public consultation and will also be informed and consulted any time new elements related to the consultation itself arise. 

Public consultation lasts a maximum of 30 days, after which the national competent authority transmits the observations received to an Interministerial Commission in charge of their evaluation..

With regard to the notification procedure, the information for consultation made available to the public includes:

· A summary of the general information (e.g. personnel involved), of the GMOs for which the authorisation has been requested, of the conditions under which the GMO is to be released (typology of the host environment), of the interactions between the GMO and the environment, and of the monitoring plan and waste treatment. Such synthesis is published both in Italian and in English, as requested by Decision 2002/813/EC.

· An environmental risk assessment

· In the case new information regarding the existance of new or bigger risks for human or animal health or the environment is available only after the notification, such information has to be published and the notifier has to inform the public on the new modalities of the deliberate release or on the suspension or definitive interruption of the release. 

The above mentioned website also contains information, inter alia, on:

- measures adopted to stop a deliberate release into the environment or commercialisation of non authorised GMOs

- the outcome of the monitoring programmes conducted to identify the impacts of GMOs on human and animal health and on the environment.

- the outcome of the assessment of the Interministerial Commission (see above) on the received notification, after having taken into account civil society and environmental NGOs’ comments.

- the authorisation or the denial of a release of GMOs.

- proposals for simplified and differentiated authorisation procedures.

- the final report and the final decision related to outcome of experiments on possible risks and impacts of GMOs on human and animal health and on the environment.

- a synthesis of the information on the notifications. Such synthesis is also published in hard copy in Italian and in English, as requested by Decision 2002/812/EC. A list of non confidential information is also contained. 

- opinions of the scientific committees that were consulted.

Conclusions

Italy is of the view that it’s important to guarantee  to any person, institution, organization or association the possibility of supplying information or formulating observations on any submitted notification related to any deliberate release of GMOs into the environment. 

One of the most important tools for a transparent and comprehensive process is the establishment of the “consultation list” which allows its members to be informed and part of a new authorization procedure, also for any purpose different from commercialization. 

