On behalf of the Ministry of Environment of Georgia we have a pleasure to provide you with brief  information on activities regarding GMO/LMO issues  carried out  by the Ministry within the scope of GEF/UNEP project "Development of the National Biosafety Framework for Georgia"

Sincerely yours,

Maia Kapanadze

National Focal Point of Aarhus Convention  

Project Name:  Development of the National Biosafety Framework for Georgia;

Duration: 18 months (Commencing time: October, 2002; Completion time: March, 2004)

The main objective of the Project:


The main objective of the Project is the preparation of a National Biosafety Framework in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The main elements of this framework would be:

· a regulatory system;

· an administrative system;

· a decision making system that includes risk assessment and management;

· mechanisms for public participation and information.

Main Outputs of the Project

1. National Biosafety Framework (legal instrument) including all relevant law, sub-law and regulations.

2. Systems for risk assessment and management.

3. Developed National Biosafety Database with linkage to the Biosafety Clearing-House.

Activities have been done in the frame of the Project for the time being:

For the elaboration of a National Biosafety framework the following preliminary studies have been done:

· Existing situation in the field of biotechnology has been surveyed;

· Existing national legislation related to modern biotechnology field (in particular legislation in the field of environment, agriculture and health) has been reviewed and assessed;

· The relevant EU Directives and existing national biosafety frameworks of CEE countries have been surveyed;

· Existing Scientific institutions and laboratories in fields related to biotechnology and biosafety have been surveyed;

· A database of national experts in fields related to biotechnology and biosafety has been created;

· The four workshops for stakeholders have been held ( separately for government representatives, NGOs, farmers and private sector, scientific society )

· Creation of the Biosafety Clearing-house Mechanism, including web-design, is underway which itself will fully ensure public participation process.

