The Aarhus Convention Electronic Information Tools Task Force

23-24 June 2003


QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE USE OF ELECTRONIC INFORMATION TOOLS

Please fill in and return this questionnaire together with your registration form to the Task Force Chairperson and the Aarhus Convention secretariat by 19 May 2003

Chairperson: Fax : +359 2 981 1185, E-mail: IlievaNelly@moew.government.bg
Secretariat: Fax: +41 22 917 0107, E-mail:  ljiljana.stancic@unece.org

Submitted by: Mrs. Lucia CEUCA, Public Relations Director, AC National Focal Point
Contact details: Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection

Public Relations Directorate 

12 Libertatii Blvd., sector 5, Bucharest, ROMANIA

Tel/fax: +4021.335.71.07, +4021.410.04.82
E-mail: lceuca@mappm.ro     

1) In your country, which categories of environmental information (according to the Convention definition from article 2, paragraph 3) are available:

a) through the Internet

b) in other electronic forms (please specify)

c) only in non-electronic form?

What concrete steps have been undertaken to ensure that information is available electronically? Please include reference to national web portals or other sites of interest. 

The Romanian Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection has a special link on its web page regarding Aarhus Convention (it contains the AC text – Law no. 86/2000 which ratifies the Aarhus Convention; translations of the UN/ECE documents; reports from UN/ECE meetings, the UN/ECE bulletin translated into Romanian language; Lucca Declaration translated into Romanian language etc). The web site also contains the annual environmental reports, press releases, events (including pictures), legislation, international projects etc. 

Within the Public Relations Directorate, we also send environmental information by mail to the persons who request it. There is a permanent dialogue between the ministry and the citizens. The requests refer to: air quality monitoring, information regarding the quality of the surface waters, the activity of the Environmental Protection Inspectorates, environmental programmes and projects, sustainable development issues, the link between the state of the environment and public health. 

With REC support, we also established a special AC web site (webmaster: Public Relations Directorate/ Romanian National Focal Point for Aarhus Convention). This special site will be launched soon and it contains environmental information, information regarding UN/ECE activities under AC auspicies, an effective FAQ system, publications, manuals, legislation etc. The Public Relations Directorate also disseminates environmental information to the citizens and journalists by fax, letters and daily press releases. 

Also with REC support, the National Focal Point for AC in Romania ellaborated (in Romanian language) a special brochure called “The rights of the citizens regarding the environmental informations, the public participation in decision making and the access to justice in accordance to the Aarhus Convention ratified in Romania – Law no. 86/2000”, which is ready to be printed.   

2) Is public access to environmental information in question through the internet or other electronic means provided as a matter of practice or is there a legally enforceable right to such access? If possible, please include reference to relevant provisions of national law referring to this right.

Romania has a special law regarding public access to information (in general) – Law no. 544/2001. Regarding environmental information, the Romanian Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection has a special Governmental Decision – no. 1115/2002 – which guarantees the public access to the environmental information (including by Internet) under AC auspicies. 

3) In which types of environmental decision-making process (in the sense of articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Convention) may public participation take place electronically? What are the main steps in the process? If possible, please give concrete examples.
On the web site of the Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection, the public may find the specific environmental norms on which citizens can make comments, proposals.

4) What are the most important challenges and obstacles in your country to the use of electronic tools to provide:

a) better access to environmental information to the public

b) mechanisms for public participation in environmental decision making

c) access to justice?

In our opinion, the main challenges and obstacles are:

· insufficient technical support;

· lack of special training sessions for the PR officers in charge with the dissemination of the public environmental information;

· there is a special need for training of the webmasters in order to be connected to the latest technical news.
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