QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE USE OF ELECTRONIC INFORMATION TOOLS





Please fill in and return this questionnaire together with your registration form to the Task Force Chairperson and the Aarhus Convention secretariat by 19 May 2003





Chairperson: Fax : +359 2 981 1185, E-mail: IlievaNelly@moew.government.bg


Secretariat: Fax: +41 22 917 0107, E-mail:  ljiljana.stancic@unece.org





Submitted by: 	Antoine Zahra, Chief Information Officer, Malta Environment & Planning Authority


Contact details:	Tel: 00356 2290 1595	


E-mail:            	Antoine.zahra@mepa.org.mt     		


1) In your country, which categories of environmental information (according to the Convention definition from article 2, paragraph 3) are available:





a) through the Internet


b) in other electronic forms (please specify)


c) only in non-electronic form?





What concrete steps have been undertaken to ensure that information is available electronically? Please include reference to national web portals or other sites of interest. 





All up-to-date legislation is available through the Internet on the Malta Environment & Planning Authority’s web portal www.mepa.org.mt.  The State of the Environment Report for the Maltese Islands is also available on-line.





In line with data reporting obligations to the European Environment Agency, we are currently gathering all the necessary information from the various environmental thematic areas.  This data will be structured and stored electronically.  It is our intention that once this data is collated it will be made available to the general public through the Organisation’s web portal.





(This question may be considered in relation to each of the categories referred to in sub-paragraphs (a) to (d) of article 5, paragraph 3, of the Convention, and in the case of subparagraph (d), participants may elaborate the list of which types of ‘other information’ are covered.)





2) Is public access to environmental information in question through the internet or other electronic means provided as a matter of practice or is there a legally enforceable right to such access? If possible, please include reference to relevant provisions of national law referring to this right.





All environmental information is available to the public, however not necessarily through Internet or any other electronic form.  Legal Notice 217 of 2001 from the Environment Protection Act dictates the freedom of access to information on the Environment regulations (document attached).





3) In which types of environmental decision-making process (in the sense of articles 6, 7 and 8 of the Convention) may public participation take place electronically? What are the main steps in the process? If possible, please give concrete examples.





All planning applications which might have an environmental impact are subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment.  The process itself includes public consultation, which can be done through electronic means, such as e-mail.  Furthermore, public consultation is included in all applications and can be carried out electronically.





Policies and legal notices relating to the environment are subject to a process of public consultation.





4) What are the most important challenges and obstacles in your country to the use of electronic tools to provide:





a) better access to environmental information to the public


b) mechanisms for public participation in environmental decision making


c) access to justice?





Currently, the most important challenge is to gather all the required environmental data from all the various sources.  This includes building better relations with all the partners.  Through this exercise an information system will be developed which will serve as a platform for disseminating information to the public through web services.  One advantage in adopting this strategy is that the take-up of e-services in Malta is increasing rapidly especially through the e-Government drive.
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