Task Force on Electronic Information Tools

(First meeting, Sofia, 23-24 June 2003)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE MEETING

to be held in Sofia, Bulgaria

starting at 10 a.m. on Monday, 23 June 2003

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Introductory plenary session: objectives and expectations

4. Relevant developments and processes


a) World Summit on Information Society 


b) eEurope 2005


c) New developments in information technology


d) Other activities

5. Sharing and documenting good practices

6. Discussion of possible actions annexed to the report of the Arendal Workshop

7. Identifying and contributing to the implementation of capacity building measures in cooperation with the capacity building service and the clearing house mechanism

8. Conclusions and next steps

9. Any other business

Explanatory Notes


At their first meeting (Lucca, Italy, 21-23 October 2002), the Parties to the Convention established the task force on electronic information tools under the authority of the Working Group of the Parties to continue and further develop the work of the task force established by the Meeting of the Signatories (decision I/6). According to the decision, the task force is to examine and build upon the results achieved under the auspices of the previous task force. 

The task force is expected to finalise a list of regional, subregional and national priorities based on the results of the Task Force Workshop held in Arendal, Norway, 8-9 March 2001 (CEP/WG.5/2001/4), further document and share best practices in the use of electronic information tools, and on the basis of this, prepare draft recommendations on the more effective use of electronic information tools to provide public access to environmental information and thus promote effective implementation of the Convention. 


The task force is also expected to identify and where possible contribute to the implementation of capacity-building measures in cooperation with capacity-building service and the clearing-house mechanism (decision I/10) and explore more general mechanisms, tools and systems for disseminating environmental information to the public.

Item 1

Opening of the meeting


In the decision I/6, the Meeting of the Parties welcomed the offer of Bulgaria to lead the new task force. Bulgaria has nominated Ms. Nelly Ilieva to serve as Chair of the task force. The task force may wish to consider whether to elect a Vice-Chair.

Item 2

Adoption of the agenda



The task force is invited to adopt the agenda as set out in the present document.

Item 3 

Introductory plenary session: objectives and expectations
This session will provide an opportunity for a short general discussion on the objectives of and expectations for the meeting.

Item 4

Relevant developments and processes
(a)
World Summit on Information Society

In the Lucca Declaration (MP.PP/2002/CRP.1), the meeting of the

Parties pledged to provide appropriate input to the World Summit on Information Society in December 2003 in Geneva. The secretariat will provide an update on the preparations for the Summit and present a proposal for a side-event at the Summit, inviting feedback from the task force. The side event would address the implications of the use of information and communication technologies to promote access to information and facilitate public participation in environmental decision-making and the relevance of environmental rights in promoting the principles of sustainable development and effectively working to achieve United Nations Millennium Development Goal 7. 

(b)
eEurope 2005
A representative of eEurope 2005, the European Commission’s plan to strengthen the European information society and electronic access to services, “any time any place”, will be invited to present the plan.

(c)
New developments in information technology
A representative of the private sector will be invited to demonstrate

new advances in mobile device technology, which could be important for those task force members who are responsible for providing access to information.

(d)
Other activities

Other organisations, such as UNEP, GRID-Arendal (capacity-building) and the World Bank (strategic communications) will be invited to briefly present relevant activities they are engaged in. 

Item 5
Sharing and documenting good practices
This session should provide an opportunity for exchange of information on good practices as well as a discussion on how to further document and share best practices in the use of electronic tools through facilitating case studies, training workshops, information sharing and staff exchanges both in a physical and virtual environment.

In order to structure the discussion, it is proposed that participants should respond to a questionnaire enclosed to the invitation package. The secretariat will compile the responses and distribute the document before the meeting.  

Through the answers to these questions, the task force can attempt to build a picture of how article 5, paragraph 3, is being implemented and exchange ideas on how it could be implemented more effectively. It will also be able to review good practices in using electronic tools to facilitate public participation.

The task force may also consider what further steps should be taken to promote the sharing and documenting of best practices. In accordance with its mandate, the task force is expected to explore more general mechanisms, tools and systems for disseminating environmental information to the public. A presentation of best practice examples in the use of electronic information tools may be organised during the breaks.

Item 6
Discussion of possible actions annexed to the report of the Arendal Workshop

At the Task Force Workshop in Arendal, participants came up with a number of priority needs and challenges in the use of electronic tools and recommendations for future actions that could be taken to further the implementation of the Convention by means of information and telecommunication technologies. A full list of possible actions to further the use of electronic tools in the implementation and promotion of the Convention, partly reworked and regrouped under main areas, is included in annex I to the workshop report.
The task force is expected to consider the list of possible actions as a source of ideas for concrete activities. It is proposed to organise discussions in three working groups, which will have regional, subregional and national focus and will be expected to identify main priorities for each issue, sort proposed actions into three geographic groups and propose possible activities of the task force. If possible, the working groups may consider formulating themes for projects that can be presented to potential donors. The three working groups will report back to the final plenary session and present the results of these discussions. The main goal of the exercise is to finalise a list of regional, subregional and national priorities and narrow the recommendations into feasible and implementable tasks that should follow after the meeting. 

Item 6
Identifying and contributing to the implementation of capacity building measures in cooperation with the capacity building service and the clearing house mechanism

Decision I/6 invited both Parties and non-Parties to develop national

web sites with legal and practical information on issues related to the Convention at national level and to link them to the official UNECE Aarhus Convention web site. The task force will build on the conclusions from the previous sessions and discuss possibilities for co-operation with the capacity-building service. The task force will be invited to consider a discussion paper prepared by the secretariat on possible options for developing an information clearing-house for the Convention. 

Item 7

Conclusions and next steps 

The final session will address the findings of the three working groups 

and agree on a shortlist of priorities. This would enable the task force to formulate possible themes for specific projects to the presented to potential donors and identify the most adequate regional, sub-regional and national activities. The task force should be able to start work on a draft list of recommendations on the more effective use of electronic tools to provide public access to environmental information to be presented to the Working Group of the Parties. 

Item 8

Any other business



Delegates wishing to propose points under this item are requested to inform the secretariat as soon as possible.

