
Appendix IV 
 
The provision of environmental information by the Hungarian Meteorological Service 
(OMSZ) 
 
The OMSZ operates a meteorology and ambient air measuring and monitoring system, 
including 

- (earth surface and upper air) meteorology observations and measurements, 
- remote sensing-based measurements and observations (radar, windprofiler, 
satellite), 
- climate observations and measurements, 
- ambient air and atmospheric physics measurements, 
- measurements for research purposes. 
  

Its activities also include the operation of an information system for the collection, verification, 
processing and systematisation of the observation data, the international exchange of data, 
and the preparation of basic weather and climate information. 

  
During recent years, the Service has been severely criticised by the public as well as in 
certain quarters of the legal profession, demanding free data provision in accordance with 
the Act on the protection of personal data and the disclosure of information of public interest. 
 
The first sentence of the Data Protection Act, § 20(3) stipulates that 
“The head of agency processing information of public interest may charge a fee for any 
supply of information, not exceeding the costs of service.” 
In practice, this should mean that the charges for any provision of data or information should 
not exceed the costs of transmitting such information. 
However, the legal basis for the establishment of the above charges can only be specified by 
law, as it concerns a fee payment obligation affecting a wide group of citizens (as 
environmental information is public, i.e. available to everyone). At the moment, however, this 
obligation is not provided for by Act XCIII of 1990 on duties or by any other law. 
 
Apart from the provisions of the statute and the provisions of the EU, the fee for the services 
provided by the OMSZ is charged primarily because the law on the annual budget requires 
the Service to receive a substantial revenue, which in turn necessitates that its charges 
exceed the cost of the transmission of data.  
 
 


