
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permanent Mission of 

Turkmenistan to the United Nations 

Office Geneva 

No. 01-8/UNECE/508
 

 

The Permanent Mission of Turkmenistan to the United Nations Office and 

other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe, and with reference to the Decision V/91 

on compliance by Turkmenistan with its obligations under the Convention on Access 

to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters, adopted by the Meeting of Parties to the Convention at its 

fifth session, has the honour to forward herewith requested information. 

The Permanent Mission of Turkmenistan to the United Nations Office and 

other international Organisations at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew 

to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe the assurances of its highest 

consideration. 

Geneva, 11 December 2014 

  



 

 

 

 

The Ministry of Justice of Turkmenistan has reviewed the letter of 20 October 

2014 from Christian Friis Bach, Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission 

for Europe, (Ref. ЕСЕ/ENV/2014/261) and, with regard to Recommendations 6(a) 

and 6(b) of Decision V/9l, wishes to inform you of the following:  

Under the first paragraph of Article 8 of the Constitution of Turkmenistan, 

“foreign citizens and persons without citizenship enjoy the rights and freedoms, bear the 

obligations of citizens of Turkmenistan, in accordance with the legislation and 

international treaties of Turkmenistan”.  

The first paragraph of Article 3 of the Legal Status of Foreign Nationals Act of 26 

March 2011 states that foreign citizens enjoy the same rights and freedoms and bear the 

same obligations as citizens of Turkmenistan, unless the Constitution of Turkmenistan, 

this Act and other legislation of Turkmenistan provide otherwise. The provisions of the 

Act also extend to persons without citizenship living (residing) in Turkmenistan, unless 

otherwise specified by the legislation of Turkmenistan (Article 24).  

In addition, under Article 2(3) of the Civil Code of Turkmenistan, “parties to civil 

law relationships may be natural persons, legal entities and the state. This rule applies to 

citizens of Turkmenistan, foreign citizens and persons without citizenship, whether 

engaged in entrepreneurial activities or not”.  

Foreign citizens in Turkmenistan have the right to join public associations if this is 

provided for by the association’s charter. Foreign citizens’ membership of public 

associations is governed by the relevant legislation of Turkmenistan. (Article 15 of the 

Legal Status of Foreign Nationals Act)  

According to Article 4(2) of the Public Associations Act of 3 May 2014, “in cases 

provided for by this Act, foreign citizens and persons without citizenship who are 

residing in Turkmenistan may, alongside citizens of Turkmenistan, become founders of 

public associations”.  

 

With regard to Recommendation 6(c) of Decision V/9l, we also wish to inform 

you that Article 14 of the Statutes and Regulations Act of 7 December 2005 establishes 

that “when examining specific issues and taking decisions on them, in cases where 

discrepancies are identified in laws and regulations, the courts, public authorities and 

officials must be governed by the laws and regulations that have the highest legal force. 

Where discrepancies are identified in laws and regulations with equal legal force and if 

none of them is contrary to legislation with higher legal force, then the applicable 

legislation is that which came into force most recently.”  

Article 9 of the Nature Protection Act of 1 March 2014 establishes that citizens 

have the right to create public associations undertaking activities in the area of nature 

protection.  

The first paragraph of Article 30 of the Constitution states that “citizens have the 

right to establish political parties and other public associations operating within the 

framework of the Constitution and laws”.  

  



 

 

 

 

In accordance with the Constitution of Turkmenistan, the Public Associations Act 

aims to realize the right of citizens to establish public associations and determines the 

legal and organizational bases of their operation, as well as regulating social relations 

arising in this sphere. Article 7(2) of the Act states that “it is forbidden to operate 

unregistered public associations in the territory of Turkmenistan”.  

Given that there is no special law in Turkmenistan covering the establishment, 

operation, reorganization and liquidation of public associations active in the sphere of 

nature protection, relations connected with the operation of public associations for nature 

protection in Turkmenistan are governed by the above-mentioned Public Associations 

Act (Article 3(3) of the Act).  


