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to ENV/2013/136 of 11 July 2013


Economic Commission for Europe

United Nations

To the Director of the Environment Division

Mr Marco Keiner

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Belarus

(to be sent by interdepartmental post)

Re: Implementation of the Aarhus Convention 
by the Republic of Belarus

Dear Mr Keiner

Further to information sent to you previously, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus (‘the Ministry of the Environment’) would like to notify you of the following, in reply to your letters ENV/2013/99 of 2 May 2013 and ENV/2013/136 of 11 July 2013 on implementation of the recommendations in ACCC/C/2009/44 (ECE/MP.PP/C.1/2011/6/Add.1, paragraph 90, in particular sub-paragraphs (a), (b), (c)), which referred to the recommendations in ACCC/C/2009/37 (see ECE/MP.PP//2011/11Add.2).

A draft Law to introduce amendments and additions to some laws of the Republic of Belarus with regard to environmental protection and to public participation in environmental decision-making and public access to environmental information has been in preparation. In accordance with paragraph 7 of the recommendations proposed for the Republic of Belarus at the Fourth Session of the Meeting of the Parties, we request review, advice and assistance and would welcome any comments and suggestions on the draft Law (appended).

As we have previously informed you, this draft Law will be presented to the public for discussion, and representatives of public environmental organisations were informed of this at a meeting of the Ministry of the Environment’s Public Consultative Environmental Committee (‘the PCEC’). 

On 21 May 2013, the Ministry of the Environment submitted a proposal to the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus (the body which has the right to initiate legislation) for inclusion of draft amendments and additions to national legislation in the draft 2014 Plan for the Preparation of Draft Laws (‘the draft Legislative Plan’), in the aim of fuller compliance with the provisions of the Aarhus Convention. It was only after 1 August 2013 that the Ministry of the Environment was informed that the draft Law is to be included in the draft Legislative Plan for 2014.

Therefore we shall send you additional information about specific stages of and time frames for the procedure for review, agreement and approval of the draft Law as soon as we receive such information.

The plan is to present the draft Law to the public for final discussion after reworking it to take into account the comments and suggestions that we hope to receive from the Convention’s governing bodies. 

We also wish to inform you that the Ministry of the Environment is systematically cooperating with other public authorities in the Republic of Belarus with regard to compliance with the provisions of the Aarhus Convention.

In reply to the letter of 5 October 2012 from the Chair of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee, Mr J. Ebbesson, we wish to inform you that on 14 January 2013, the Ministry of the Environment sent a related query (Ref. No. 07-18/9-vn) to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus (‘the MVD’) and to the Chief Directorate for Internal Affairs about the arrest and detention of persons concerned with communication АССС/C/2009/44.

In its letter, the Ministry of the Environment informed the law enforcement authorities that the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee had expressed serious concerns about the detention of activists concerned with communication ACCC/C/2009/44, and requested an exhaustive reply, to contain all grounds and arguments for the MVD’s position, by 25 January 2013. In its reply, the MVD indicated that it was not possible to draw any conclusion about a connection between detention of the persons mentioned and their public activities against the construction of a nuclear power plant in the Republic of Belarus. 

Despite the fact that the MVD did not establish any relationship of cause and effect between detention of the activists mentioned and their anti-nuclear activities, and in the aim of preventing contravention of the provisions of the Aarhus Convention, the Ministry of the Environment prepared information analysing and explaining the requirement to fulfil the international obligations entered into by the Republic of Belarus in conformity with the provisions of the Aarhus Convention, particularly in the area of compliance with Article 3, paragraph 8, and sent this to the MVD.

In addition, in the aim of complying with the recommendations, this year the Ministry of the Environment is conducting staff training (skills enhancement and refresher courses) on issues of access to and dissemination of reliable, timely environmental information and of guaranteeing the public’s right to participate in environmental decision-making (including conducting activities on environmental issues, taking part in round-table events, maintaining the Aarhus Centre’s internet site, etc.).

At the same time, cooperation has begun with the ‘Ecoproject’ Partnership (an international public association) and the Regional Environmental Centre in Hungary within the framework of a project for free foreign assistance to implement measures for improving the potential of NGOs to engage in activities to preserve the natural environment, including carrying out training for representatives of environmental organisations on issues of public access to environmental information and of participation in making environmentally significant decisions.

It is with regret that the Ministry of the Environment also has to state – and inform you – that your letter (ENV/2013/99, sent by e-mail from Marco Keiner, Director of the Environment Division of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) of 2 May 2013 to V.V. Kulik, First Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus, was not received by the Ministry of the Environment, most probably due to technical failure. In this regard, we propose that the Belarusian side should introduce a new element into the procedure for corresponding with the Aarhus Convention’s governing bodies: return confirmation of receipt of a letter. 

We also wish to inform you that we are currently in the process of agreeing proposals for our representatives to and form of participation in the Forty-Second Meeting of the Committee; information about our decision will be sent to you as soon as it has been taken.

If you require any further information about implementation of the Aarhus Convention by the Republic of Belarus, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus will readily provide all relevant details.

Yours sincerely,

First Deputy Minister





V.V. Kulik


