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To: Mr Jeremy Wates

Secretary to the Aarhus Convention, UNECE
Cc: Chair of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee


The Ministry of Nature Protection of Turkmenistan presents its compliments to the Aarhus Convention Secretariat and Compliance Committee, and acknowledges receipt of your letter of 25 September 2009. In fulfilment of paragraph 6 of decision III/6e of the Meeting of the Parties, we are honoured to send you our scheduled report on work undertaken in order to demonstrate Turkmenistan’s performance of its obligations under the Aarhus Convention.

The extensive revision of national legislation with the aim of bringing it into line with international conventions and agreements, including the Act on Public Associations, initiated by the President of Turkmenistan, is currently progressing successfully.

One of the most recent activities undertaken in this respect was the Round Table held on 28 – 29 September 2009, organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan and the Turkmen National Institute for Democracy and Human Rights with the support of the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law. This forum was preceded by a series of seminars examining international standards and law. One of the forum’s main themes was the development of democratic processes and civil society, in which public associations are an essential element. During the forum, participating foreign experts gave presentations on registration procedures, the legal status of the founders of public associations, and the powers of State institutions that register these organisations.

The main outcome of the Round Table was the formulation of concrete proposals for changes to the Act on Public Associations to be sent to the State Commission for the Improvement of National Legislation.

The Ministry of Nature Protection in collaboration with other ministries and official bodies has undertaken a large number of measures in the period covered by this report (November 2008 – November 2009) in order to ensure Turkmenistan’s implementation of the Aarhus Convention, including:
1.
Implementation of a State master plan for environmental protection that has the status of a law - the National Action Plan for Environmental Protection (NAPEP) - and the execution of measures designed to ensure its successful implementation.
2.
A large number and variety of environmental protection measures and environmental actions undertaken by the Ministry of Nature Protection and related ministries and official bodies with the support of projects run by UNDP, UNEP, TACIS and other international organisations.
3.
Participation by Turkmen experts in national, regional and international seminars and theoretical and practical conferences on building capacity to implement international conventions.
4.
Environmental awareness-raising and public education about environmental protection through the media, TV, and the publication of books, textbooks and various types of informational material.

As we have previously mentioned, the regional project Strengthening Public Participation and Civil Society Support in the Implementation of the Aarhus Convention in Central Asian Countries which ran in Turkmenistan from 2007 to 2009 aimed to develop cross-border co-operation and enhance public participation in the environmental decision-making process. Specific work was carried out with the collaboration of international experts in relation to the project. In particular:
· A training course was developed for the judiciary on national provisions based on international documents relating to the AC.
· An analysis was carried out of the conformity of the country’s legislation with the Aarhus Convention.

· A round table was organised on promoting the mechanism for public participation in the country’s environmental policy.
· A guide was drawn up for state officials and civil society on using the Aarhus Convention.
· Seminars on ‘Access to Justice’, one of the fundamental concepts of the Aarhus Convention, were held in every provincial [velyat] centre of Turkmenistan.
· Four issues of a newsletter on Turkmenistan’s activities in relation to the project were published.

· A seminar was run in Ashgabat on promoting the Protocol on PRTRs (pollutant release and transfer registers).
· A comparative analysis between the PRTR Protocol and the national statistical reporting system was performed.
· Three pilot projects were carried out, including the opening of a national Aarhus resource centre.


Overall it must be said that the project was highly successful in Turkmenistan and beneficial both to civil society and State institutions.

In conclusion, we hope for the UNECE and Aarhus Convention Secretariat’s support in undertaking projects to build the capacity of State institutions and civil society in matters of environmental protection and the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in our country.


We again confirm our willingness to host an expert mission of members of the Compliance Committee in order to demonstrate all our achievements with regards to the implementation of the Aarhus Convention and also to discuss how we can further improve our performance of the obligations arising from the Convention.
Yours sincerely

Babageldi Annabairamov
[ORIGINAL SIGNED]

Minister for Nature Protection of Turkmenistan

