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PUBLIC INFORMATION PARTICIPATION IN TERRITORIAL PLANNING PROCESS REGULATIONS

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Public participation in territorial planning process regulations (hereinafter these Regulations) regulates public participation in territorial planning process general and simplified order, as well as comprehensive, special and detailed planning documents preparation publicity ensuring procedures.

2. These Regulations are mandatory for state and municipal institutions and establishments, legal and natural persons, participating in the process of preparation of territorial planning process.

Comprehensive, special and detailed territorial planning is public. Order of approval of state border, defence and objects of strategic importance territories detailed planning is approved by decision of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (Zin., 2090, No. 95-2981). 
3. General or simplified public participation in territorial planning document preparation process is applied depending on territorial planning levels (according to size of planned territory and level of specification of solutions) and sorts.

4. The following terms are used for the purpose of these Regulations:

Public participation – voluntarily participation of legal and natural persons or their groups in territorial planning document preparation process.

Publicity ensuring procedure – one or several actions to be performed by planning organiser or by him authorised person (hereinafter – planning organiser) and which are related to public participation during preparation of territorial planning document and public possibilities to provide proposals concerning solutions of territorial planning document.

Introduction – publicity ensuring procedure, during which public is enabled to get knowledge about territorial planning document, its solutions are explained in order to obtain public opinion and get its proposals concerning solutions of territorial planning document.

Public exposition – publicly exposed prepared solutions of territorial planning document and explanatory materials (explanatory note, solutions assessment reports, drawings, etc.).

Strategic environmental assessment report – part of territorial planning document preparation documentation, which is presented to public and where possible significant environmental effects of implementation of solutions of this document are described.

Solutions impact assessment report – part of territorial planning document preparation documentation, which is presented to public and where impacts assessment of implementation of solutions of this document are described and mitigation measures are foreseen.

Other terms in these Regulations corresponds to terms used in the Law on territorial planning of the Republic of Lithuania (Zin., 1995, No. 107-2391; 2010, No. 84-4404) and accompanying acts.

Legal and natural persons has right to get acquaintaned with prepared and approved territorial planning documents and their strategic environmental assessment reports within the premises of planning organising institution, get copies of territorial planning documents or their parts, drawing for the payment which is defined counting costs related to their preparation (copying, publishing).

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN TERRITORIAL PLANNING PROCESS GENERAL ORDER

5. Public voluntary participates in territorial planning process. Territorial planning publicity is ensured by the following procedures:

5.1. public information about start of preparation of territorial planning document and planning aims, about whether SEA will be carried out according to order defined by Government of the Republic of Lithuania; 

5.2. consultations with interested public (during preparation national and regional levels territorial planning documents):

5.2.1. consultations regarding solutions under preparation, introduction to solutions under preparation during territorial planning document concept preparation phase, as well as to strategic environmental assessment report;
5.2.1-1. announcement in public media about approval of concept of territorial planning document, order of introduction;

5.2.2. . announcement in public media about prepared territorial planning document, order of introduction, time and place of public exposition

5.2.3. introduction to prepared solutions of territorial planning document and their environmental assessment report, public exposition, closing meeting - conference;

5.3. public hearings (during preparation of regional and local levels comprehensive, special and detailed territorial planning documents):

5.3.1. announcement in public media about public hearings procedures;

5.3.2. introduction to territorial planning document solutions, their alternatives and SEA report (during concept preparation phase);

5.3.3. introduction to prepared solutions, assessment report of solutions impacts, other assessment reports, public exposition;

5.3.4. public meeting;

5.4. information in public media about approval of territorial planning document.

6. Planning organiser performs territorial planning publicity ensuring procedures. About consultations and public hearings procedures planning organiser announces in corresponding public media not later than 10 working days till their start, specifying place and time of their performance. Planning organiser may perform additional publicity ensuring procedures actions – inquiry concerning territorial planning document solutions, their presentation in press, television and radio, meetings with interested public, groups of public, etc.

Territorial planning division of the Municipality administration participates in territorial planning publicity ensuring procedures in cases according to established order by the Government, when planning organizer’s rights are transferred to legal and natural persons, who are the owners or tenants of land (plot), which is planned.
7. Proposals concerning territorial planning document public can submit to planning organiser in writing during all territorial planning document preparation period (recommended proposals submission form presented in Annex 1 of these Regulations). Planning organiser must register submitted proposals.

8. All proposals received planning organiser together with plan preparer examines, discusses, considers, assesses and accepts or rejects. Decisions concerning rejection or acceptance of proposals are made by planning organiser.

9. Planning organiser responds in writing to proponents within 20 working days for local level planning documents, in 30 working days for regional and national level territorial planning documents after date when proposals were obtained(explaining rejection motives if they were rejected).

10. After having performed publicity ensuring procedures, planning organiser prepares summarising material, which together with draft presents to territorial planning document approving institutions and state territorial planning supervision institution.

11. In cases when territorial planning document under preparation in the Republic of Lithuania implementation consequences might have effects to environment of foreign state, transboundary consultations procedures are carried out, defined by international treaties of the Republic of Lithuania and legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania.

III. PUBLICITY OF NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS TERRITORIAL PLANNING DOCUMENTS

12. Publicity of preparation of State territory comprehensive (master) plan, special plans of national level and regional level counties territories comprehensive (master) plans and special plans is ensured by procedures as specified in paragraph 5 of this Regulation (except paragraph 5.3). 

13. Planning organiser announces the information referred to in paragraph 5.1 of these Regulations about territorial planning document (also indicates public possibilities to submit proposals) in the following public information means: 

13.1. decisions of state governing institutions concerning national level territorial planning documents – official magazine „Valstybes zinios“ and internet page of planning organisers institution;

13.2. decisions of state governing institutions concerning regional level territorial planning documents – in local press and internet pages of these institutions.

14. Planning organiser and plan preparer consults interested public concerning solutions under preparation, introduces with solutions under preparation during territorial planning document concept preparation stage, their alternatives and SEA report, announces information about that in planning organisers institution internet page, more over – informs about public possibilities to submit proposals. 

15. After territorial planning document has been prepared, planning organiser performs the following public introduction to territorial planning documents procedures: 

15.1. announces in country press and own institution internet page information about where and when public exposition of territorial planning solutions, consultations with interested organisations concerning substantiation of solutions as well as final meting - conference shall take place and how proposals concerning solutions can be submitted. Announcement includes addresses and telephone numbers, e-mail addresses and internet pages of planning organiser and preparer; 

15.2. informs in writing interested state institutions, establishments and interested organisations (which expressed in writing their intentions to take part in consultations procedures) about possibilities to get acquaintained with solutions of territorial planning document, consultations procedures;

15.3. informs in writing administrations of municipalities (bordering with planned territory) and institutions and establishments of municipalities within planned territory about the procedures of consultations and getting acquaintained with prepared county territory comprehensive plan or regional level special plan;

15.4. to get acquaintained with prepared national, regional levels comprehensive and special territorial planning documents period of not less than 2 months is allocated, not less than one month out of that for public exposition. During that period planning organiser introduces territorial planning documents, solutions impact assessment report, strategic environmental assessment report to public, caries out consultations concerning substantiation of solutions;

15.5. after the period assigned for introduction expires, organises final meting – conference, which aims at presentation of territorial planning solutions, their assessment reports, discussion of proposals received and results of consultations. 

16. About the approval of national level territorial planning documents and county territory comprehensive plan planning organiser announces in internet page of territorial planning organisers institution and official magazine ,,Valstybės zinios“ with a reference to internet address, where when possibilities allows, solutions of approved territorial planning document are announced. About the approval of regional level special plan planning organiser announces in local press and in internet page of territorial planning organisers institution with a reference to internet address, where when possibilities allows, solutions of approved territorial planning document are announced. 

IV. PUBLICITY OF DISTRICT LEVEL TERRITORIAL PLANNING DOCUMENTS

17. Publicity of preparation of municipality or part of it‘s territory comprehensive and special planning documents is ensured by procedures as specified in paragraph 5 of this Regulation (except paragraph 5.2).

18. Planning organiser announces the information referred to in paragraph 5.1 of these Regulations about territorial planning document in local press, municipal internet page and in information board of parishes within planned territory (also indicates public possibilities to submit proposals).

19. Planning organiser introduces with solutions under preparation during territorial planning document concept preparation stage, their SEA report by means of announcing this information in municipal internet page.

20. After solutions of territorial planning document have been prepared, planning organiser:

20.1. announces in local press, municipal internet page and in information board of parishes within planned territory the information to public about the possibilities to get acquaintained with prepared solutions, their impact assessment report, place and time of public exposition, public meeting, proposals acceptance order. Announcement as well includes addresses, telephones, e-mils and internet pages of planning organiser and project preparer;

20.2. informs in writing interested state and municipal institutions, establishments and interested organisations (which expressed in writing their intentions to take part in consultations procedures) as well as municipalities bordering with planned territory about territorial planning document consideration procedures;

20.3. in writing informs about consideration procedures land and other real estate owners, if according to prepared territorial planning document solutions, their real estate is reserved for important state, county or municipal objects development or when it is foreseen to change status, use or purpose of real estate; 

20.4. to get acquaintained with territorial planning documents solutions a period of not less than 1 month is allocated, not less than 15 working days out of that for public exposition. During that period planning organiser introduces territorial planning documents, solutions impact assessment report to public. Planed economic activity environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment reports are presented to public if planed economic activity environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment were carried out according to established order.

21. After the period assigned for introduction expires, planning organiser prepared territorial planning solutions, information about solutions impact assessment and results of strategic environmental assessment presents to public during public meeting according to order as referred to in chatters 33-39 of these Regulations. 

22. About the approval of territorial planning documents planning organiser announces in local press and in internet page of territorial planning organisers institution. When possibilities allows, solutions of approved territorial planning document are announced in municipal internet page.

V. PUBLICITY OF LOCAL LEVEL TERRITORIAL PLANNING DOCUMENTS

23. Publicity of detailed plans of part of municipality territory is ensured by procedures as specified in paragraph 5 of this Regulation (except paragraph 5.2).

            24. Planning organiser:

24.1. in local press, municipal internet page and information board of the parish, where planning is foreseen, announces the information about start of detailed plan preparation, planning goals, time schedule, proposals submission order, time and place of public exposition and public meeting, as well as addresses, telephones, e-mails and internet pages of planning organiser and project preparer;

24.2. in writing informs owners of bordering land plots, owners of immovable things within territory, by presenting information referred to in chapter 27.1 of these Regulations (in case when in neighbouring plot there is multiflat house – association of house owners or representative, authorised by multiflat building room owners joint activity contract participants or flats and other rooms owners common property administrators).

If owners of immovable things as referred to in paragraph 27.2 of these Regulations can not be found at Real estate Register specified addresses or such owners are more than ten, planning organiser may information referred to in chapter 27.1 of these Regulations announce in national daily or local press.

24.3. Planning organiser introduces public to plan concept, prepared detailed plan, it‘s solutions impact assessment, planed economic activity environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment reports (if planed economic activity environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental assessment were carried out according to established order).

25. Planning organizer 

25.1. to get acquaintained with territorial planning document a period of not less than 20 working days is allocated, not less than 10 working days out of that for public exposition. It is recommended to organise public exposition at the premises of parish, where is planned territory, or municipality.

25.2. After the period assigned for introduction expires, prepared detailed plan solutions are presented to public meeting according to order as referred to in chapters 33-39 of these Regulations. 

26. About approval of detailed plan planning organiser announces in local press and municipal internet page.

VI. PUBLIC MEETING

27. Planning organiser shall organise public meeting in after time period for getting acquaintained with territorial planning document expires. Public meeting is aimed at discussing and explaining solutions amendments according to before the meeting registered public proposals as well as possible amendments according to during the meeting expressed proposals.

28. Prepared district or local levels municipal territory (or part of it) comprehensive, special or detailed territorial planning documents and other solutions illustrating materials are presented to public meeting. After time period for getting acquaintained with territorial planning document  expires, finalisation meeting – conference shall be organised for presentation of territorial planning documents of national and regional levels and discussion of consultations results. Planning organiser shall organise public meeting at that time which is specified in announcement . Time and place of the meeting can be adjusted in the same order as it was announced, but not later than 10 working days before the start of public meeting.

29. Participants of public meeting or their authorised representatives, as well as proposals submitted during the meeting are registered by the person appointed by planning organiser. This person makes a list of participants (according the form in Annex 2 of these regulations). This list is signed by planning organiser. 

30. If during one hour from defined start of public meeting no one arrives, it is stated, that public meeting procedure is over. That is stated in minutes of the meeting, signed by planning organiser. It is considered that public agrees with territorial planning document solutions. Planning organiser may organise public meeting once again according to order as defined by these Regulations.

 Planning organiser is chairing public meeting. He presents territorial planning document, informs about solutions impact assessment, strategic environmental assessment and it‘s implications to solutions, planed economic activity environmental impact assessment (if strategic environmental assessment and planed economic activity environmental assessment were carried out according to defined order), summarises amendments and explains, why some of the proposals were rejected.

31. Minutes of public meeting are prepared in 3 working days after the meeting signed by planning organiser. Annexed with list of participants. After public meeting proposals concerning territorial planning document are not accepted.

VII. SIMPLIFIED ORDER

32. Simplified public participation in territorial planning process order – when publicity ensuring procedures duration is shortened and not all procedures as referred to in chapter 7 of these regulations are applied (no announcement in local press, no public exposition and no public meeting).

33. Simplified public participation in territorial planning process order is applied for detailed plans as referred to in article 22 chapter 8 of Law on territorial planning of the Republic of Lithuania, land-ownership plans (projects) which are prepared according to simplified order defined in corresponding special plans preparation regulations as referred to in article 16 chapter 3 of Law on territorial planning of the Republic of Lithuania. Detailed and special plans according to simplified order are considered with land and other real estate owns, which land plots borders with planned territory and the following requirements are complied with: 

33.1. Planning organiser about special or detailed plan under preparation according to simplified order by means of letters informs owners of immovable things on the territories of the bordering plots, specifying possibilities to get acquainted with prepared territorial planning document, or introduces them to this document in person, as well may inform according to order as referred in chapter 28 of these regulations.

33.2. to get acquaintained with detailed plan a period of not less than 10 working days is allocated. It is recommended to get acquainted at the premises of parish, or municipality. When preparing private forests internal forest management projects – district agencies of regional environmental protection departments.

33.3. During introductory period planning organiser must register proposals concerning solutions of the plan, examine them respond to proponents in writing within one week after introductory period expires.

34. Planning organiser prepared special or detailed plan and documents proving, that owners of immovable things on the territories of the bordering plots got acquainted with plan solutions (drawing with signatures of persons , copies of letters sent) submits to approving institutions and territorial planning supervision institution for conclusions concerning plan approval.  
35. . Planning organiser about special plan of cultural heritage objects under preparation according to simplified order  informs in local media and internet site of planning organizers institution, specifying possibilities to get acquainted with prepared territorial planning document.
36. Planning organiser announces approval of detailed or special plan in municipal internet page.
VIII. COMPLAINS ABOUT TERRITORIAL PLANNING DOCUMENTS SOLUTIONS

37. If persons receive an answer that their proposals were not taken into consideration in prepared territorial planning document, may appeal to state territorial planning supervision executing institution within one month from the date when response was sent.

38. Complains concerning national and regional levels comprehensive and special territorial planning documents solutions are submitted to State territorial planning and construction inspectorate at the Ministry of Environment. State territorial planning supervision executing institution within 20 working days to complaining person presents motivated answer, which can be appealed to the court according legislation of the Republic of Lithuania.

(Territorial planning documents are submitted for checking to state territorial planning supervision executing institution after expires defined complaining period).
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	(planning organiser )
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	PROPOSAL

	
	
	

	
	
	____ No.__________

	(proposal header)
	
	                          (date)

	
	
	_________________

	
	
	(place)

	
	
	


Project name _________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________

Location of planned territory (address) __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

name, surname, address of representative of proponent or it‘s representative (if such exists) 

__________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Location of proponent _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Proposal, circumstances on which proposal is based on, arguments, proving circumstances expressed: _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Annexes (proving documents that proponent acts in the territory, for which project is under preparation; documents proving authorisation; documents proving ownership of property in the planned territory, ownership rights for owners which do not live in planned territory, other documents): ____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Position of proponent or his representative)       

(Signature)
(Name and Surname)
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(name of draft territorial planning document)

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________

(place, date, hour)

PUBLIC MEETING PARTICIPANTS

	No.
	Name, Surname
	Address, telephone/ address of represented institution, telephone
	Signature
	Proposal registration No.


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Planning organiser (representative)           (Signature)               (Name, Surname)

____________________

