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RESOLUTION No 979
of 26 August 2009

APPROVING THE ACTION PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS CONCERNING LITHUANIA ADOPTED BY THE THIRD MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE AARHUS CONVENTION 
Vilnius

With the aim to ensure implementation of the decisions concerning Lithuania adopted by the Third Meeting of the parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters of the United Nations Economic Commission (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 73-2572, 2001) (hereinafter referred to as “the Aarhus Convention”), held in Riga on 11-13 June 2008, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania has resolved: 

to approve the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Decisions Concerning Lithuania Adopted by the Third Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention (as appended). 
Prime Minister
Andrius Kubilius

Minister of Environment
Gediminas Kazlauskas

APPROVED BY Resolution No 979 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 26 August 2009

ACTION PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS CONCERNING LITHUANIA ADOPTED BY THE THIRD MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE AARHUS CONVENTION 

	No 
	Articles of the Aarhus Convention
	Measure
	Competent authority
	Time limit for implementation

	1. 
	3, 4, 5
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Right to Receive Information from Public and Local Authorities and Bodies (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 10-236, 2000; No 139-5008, 2005), providing for comprehensive assistance to the public in exercising its right to obtain information and defining the term "public and easily accessible information”. 
	Ministry of Environment, Ministry of the Interior
	1st quarter, 2010

	2. 
	4
	To draft amendments to Resolution No 1175 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 October 1999 on the Approval of the Procedure for Public Access to Environmental Information in the Republic of Lithuania (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 90-2660, 1999; No 26-831, 2005), elaborating the provisions governing the right to access to information on the environment. 
	Ministry of Environment
	1st quarter, 2010

	3. 
	6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Environmental Protection (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 5-75, 1992) in order to provide the public with the right to bring court actions for damage to the environment and cultural heritage and to ensure that the organizations concerned pursuing activities in this area in the public interest (associations, other non-governmental organizations) that have expressed in writing their intention to take part in the activities of the commissions, workgroups, etc. have an opportunity to take part in these activities on equal terms. 
	Ministry of Environment
	4th quarter 2009



	4. 
	6
	To draft amendments to the Rules of Integrated Prevention of Pollution and of Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Control Authorizations approved by Order No 80 of the Minister of Environment of 27 February 2002 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 85-3684, 2002; No 103-3829, 2005) in order to ensure participation of the public concerned in decision-making concerning specific activities.
	‑{}‑Ministry of Environment
	3rd quarter 2009

	5. 
	4, 5, 6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Territorial Planning (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 107-2391, 1995; No 21-317, 2004) in order to add the term “the public concerned” to it; to elaborate the term “decision”; to include a clear requirement to ensure an appropriate and effective method of informing the public about the decision-making processes; to ensure the right of the public to take part in the initial stage of decision-making when there is a possibility of alternative decisions; to establish the responsibility of competent public authorities for ensuring the opportunities of public participation provided by the Aarhus Convention, including presentation of information and collection of comments; to propose alternatives of special plan funding. 
	Ministry of Environment
	4th quarter 2009

	6. 
	4, 5, 6
	To draft amendments to the Regulations of Public Participation in the Process of Territorial Planning, approved by Resolution No 1079 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 18 September 1996 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 90-2099; No 33-11980, 2007) in order to establish requirements with the aim to ensure an adequate and effective method of informing the public about the decision-making processes; to fix reasonable time-limits for the participation of the public with respect to stages of decision-making as well as the character, scope and complexity of proposed activities; to establish the responsibility of competent public authorities for ensuring the opportunities of public participation envisaged by the Aarhus Convention, including presentation of information and collection of comments in the course of decision-making.
	Ministry of Environment
	1st quarter, 2010

	7. 
	6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on the Assessment of the Environmental Impact of Economic Activities (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 82-1965, 1996; No 84-3105, 2005) in order to provide for an opportunity to submit various comments for members of the public. 
	Ministry of Environment
	4th quarter 2009

	8. 
	6
	To draft amendments to the Procedure of Providing Information to the Public and its Participation in the Process of Assessing the Environmental Impact of Economic Activities, approved by Order No D1-370 of the Minister of Environment of 15 July 2005 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 93-3472, 2005) with regard to the requirements laid down in Article 6 of the Aarhus Convention
	Ministry of Environment
	2nd quarter, 2010

	9. 
	6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Protected Areas (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 63-1188, 1993; No 108-3902, 2001), stipulating that the regulations on the protection of protected areas (state parks, reserves, reservations, their buffer zones) shall be drafted and approved in accordance with the procedure laid down by an order of the Minister of Environment and Minister of Culture, which governs, among other things, public participation in this process.
	Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Culture 
	1st quarter, 2010

	10. 
	6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Construction (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 32788, 1996; No 101-3597, 2001) in order to provide for public participation in the discussions on the design documentation of the construction works important to the public. 
	Ministry of Environment
	4th quarter, 2009

	11. 
	6
	To draft amendments to the construction technical regulations STR 1.05.06:2005 “Design of a construction works”, approved by Order D1-708 of the Minister of Environment of 30 December 2004 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 4-80, 2005) and STR 1.07.01:2002 “Construction Authorization”, approved by Order 218 of the Minister of Environment of 30 April 2002 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 55-2203, 2002) in order to establish a clear requirement to ensure an adequate and effective method of informing the public about the processes of decision-making; to supplement the list of the construction works important to the public and to provide for public participation in the discussions on the design documentation of these construction works.
	Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Culture 
	1st quarter, 2010

	12. 
	5, 6
	To draft the Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Protection of Immovable Cultural Properties (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 3-37, 1995; No 153-5571, 2004), adding the terms "environment" and "landscape", imposing a clear requirement to ensure an adequate and effective method of informing the public about the processes of decision making, and providing for public participation in these processes. 
	Ministry of Culture
	4th quarter 2009

	13. 
	5, 6
	To draft amendments to the Description of the Criteria for the Evaluation and Selection of Immovable Cultural Properties, approved by Order No ĮV-150 of the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania of 15 April 2005 (Valstybės žinios (Official Gazette) No 52-1756, 2005) in order to add a provision stating that objects and localities which do not comply with the established age limit shall be evaluated if they are significant in terms of the historical consciousness and identity of local communities. 

	Ministry of Culture
	3rd quarter 2009
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