STATEMENT

of the Deputy Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the UN Office and other international organizations in Geneva O.Moskvitin during the 19th meeting of the Compliance Committee of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention)

(6th March 2008, Geneva)
Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Compliance Committee,
1. Let me express appreciation to the Secretariat of the Aarhus Convention as well as the entire staff of the Compliance Committee for the competent and dedicated manner in which they discharge their responsibilities to improve partnership and coordination between governments, organizations and public society in meeting the needs of ordinary people to have access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters.

2. Ukraine considers the Aarhus Convention to be the most important international instrument promoting access to information and justice in environmental matters by ratifying it in 1999, just one (1) year after its adoption during the Ministerial Conference «Environment for Europe».

3. At the same time, despite of the fact that access to information and justice in environmental matters is governed by the Constitution of Ukraine (articles 34, 36, 38, 40), 18th Laws of Ukraine, 7 Presidential Edicts and 14th Decrees of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the Ukrainian party used to have a delay in fulfilling the paragraph 3 of the Decision II/5b (strategy) due to the complicated social and political situation in Ukraine in 2005-2007.

4. However, this delay shouldn’t be considered to be the non-willingness of the Ukrainian party to comply with the Decision II/5b itself. In this regard, I’d like to inform the members of the Compliance Committee that nowadays, after conducting the «tender», which took place with the participation of the leading legal and ecological organizations experienced in developing of the environmental legislation, the preparation of the strategy is taking place with respect of the public participation.
5. Since June, 2006 the National Focal Point of the Aarhus Convention was appointed to facilitate the dialogue between the Secretariat of the Convention and the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine. Due to this fact, the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine determined the main areas of cooperation with public, namely by:

· Establishing the relevant «structural» unit;
· Establishing the web-portal of the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine;

· Supporting the activity of the Public Council (so called «Громадська рада»), which is operating within the framework of the Ministry as well as it territorial bodies;

· Supporting the activity of the Aarhus information and training Centre of the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine and Aarhus centres within the territorial bodies of the Ministry;

· Conducting different seminars, workshops, round tables, meetings with public as well as press-conferences;

· Drafting and implementation of the annual plan of consultations with public;

· Conducting events specialized in ecological education of the Ukrainian citizens (state shares on environmental protection, competitions etc.);

· Running of the exhibitions, popularization of different books, demonstration of video-materials on ecological issues, disseminating booklets, brochures, posters on this subject; As an example, I would like to mention the Book on Human Rights and Environment which researched Ukrainian, Kazakhstan, Belgium and Albanian cases;
· Providing the ecological information to the Mass Media and putting it to the web-portal of the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine;

· Popularization of the principles of the Aarhus Convention among public, ministries and local authorities.

6. Mr. Chairman, on 14th December 2007, the Ukrainian party provided the Secretariat of the Aarhus Convention the National Implementation Report 2007 (in the Ukrainian and Russian languages), which is also available at the web portal of the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine: http://www.menr.gov.ua/documents/Zvit-2007-Ukraine-Ukr.doc. The competent authorities of Ukraine participated in the preparation of the above mentioned document (Supreme Court, Office of General Prosecutor, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Emergency etc.).
7. Within the framework of the preparation the National Implementation Report 2007, the Ministry of the Environmental Protection of Ukraine conducted the number of workshops on implementation the rights of the citizens on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters in the Aarhus Information and Training Centre of the State Ecological Institute, namely:

· Training on cooperation between the competent authorities of Ukraine and public (14-15th November 2007);

· Workshop on implementation the Aarhus Convention in Ukraine, participation of public organizations in preserving biodiversity, the activity of the Public Council of Ukraine (20th November 2007);

· Seminar on cooperation of the special units of the State ecological inspection with public organizations, the activity of the Public Council’s inspectors, public participation in the ecological analysis (expertise), (23rd November 2007);

· Workshop on public participation during the development of the environmental policy, planning the social and economic development of the regions (27th November 2007).
8. Mr. Chairman, beyond all doubts we can argue on the content of the provided National Implementation Report 2007. But we can’t question the willingness of Ukraine to do all the best to meet the requirements of the Aarhus Convention, we can’t question its readiness for future constructive cooperation with its Secretariat and members of the Compliance Committee. Finally, we can’t deny the importance of the Aarhus Convention both for the Government of Ukraine as well as ordinary Ukrainian people.
9. Mr.Chairman, taking into consideration the above mentioned, I would like to ask you and the distinguished members of the Compliance Committee to provide Ukraine an opportunity to comply with its international obligations, namely the Decision II/5b, and don’t take strict measures considering its willingness and openness to that end.
Thank you very much for attention.
