
Outcome of the 28th meeting of the

AARHUS CONVENTION COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE  
The twenty-eighth meeting of the Compliance Committee of the UNECE Aarhus Convention took place in Geneva from 15 to 18 June 2010. The main outcomes of the meeting were as follows:

· The Committee discussed the substance of communication ACCC/C/2009/39 alleging non-compliance by Austria with the provisions of the Convention on public participation in connection with a decision by the Austrian authorities to permit the construction of a waste incinerator close to the Austrian order with the Hungarian municipality of Szentgotthrad. Representatives of both the Party concerned and the communicant participated. The Committee held that the communication was not admissible on the grounds that the communicant was not able to substantiate that it was not able to participate in the different stages of the environmental decision-making procedure, or to what extent its important objections to the project were not considered during this procedure, and therefore manifestly unreasonable, pursuant to paragraph 20(c) of the annex to decision I/7.
· The Committee continued its deliberations, and in some cases concluded or adopted its findings and as appropriate recommendations, in closed session on eight communications in which discussions had taken place with the participation of the parties concerned at either the Committee’s twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth meeting or twenty-seventh meeting. Two of these communications concerned the United Kingdom, one in connection with public participation and access to justice regarding Belfast City Airport (Communication ACCC/C/2008/27), and one in connection with the scope of judicial review, costs, timing and other issues related to access to justice (Communication ACCC/C/2008/33). The third communication concerned the European Community, in connection with access by members of the public to review procedures (Communication ACCC/C/2008/32). The fourth communication concerned Georgia, in connection with public participation in decision-making on the issuance of licenses for long-term forest use (Communication ACCC/C/2008/35); the fifth Spain, in connection with various alleged violations of the Convention in the Extremaduran community (Communication ACCC/C/2009/36), the sixth Belarus, in connection with access to information and public participation related to decision-making on a hydro power plant on the Neman river (Communication ACCC/C/2009/37), the seventh Slovakia, in connection with public participation in decision-making on the completion of the Mochovce nuclear power plant (NPP) in the country (Communication ACCC/C/2009/41), the eighth Armenia, in connection with in connection with public participation related to decision-making on the long-term exploitation of copper and molybdenum deposits in Teghut, in the Lori region (Communication ACCC/C/2009/43). Due to absence of the curator for the case, the Committee deferred any deliberations concerning (Communication ACCC/C/2009/38) and alleging non-compliance by the United Kingdom, in connection with access to information and public participation regarding the construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route bypass to its twenty-ninth meeting (Geneva, 21-24 September 2010).

· The Committee received one new communication (ACCC/C/2010/50), shortly before its meeting. Due to the late arrival of this communication and in light of its workload, the Committee was not in a position to examine it in sufficient detail and agreed to postpone its discussion on the preliminary admissibility to its next meeting.
· The Committee decided to introduce a de minimis principle and summary proceedings in its modus operandi and to include information on that decision in its report to the fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties.

