
Conc.: ACCC/C/2014/104 – Communication to the Aarhus Convention’s Compliance Committee
Non-appliance with the Aarhus Convention by the Kingdom of the Netherlands in relation to 
the plant life-time extension of the Borssele nuclear power plant.

Amsterdam, 19 September 2014

Dear Members of the Aarhus Commission Compliance Committee, dear Secretariat

Concerning your questions in your letter dd. 3 September 2014, the following:

Point 1.

Please, find in the attachments the Dutch versions of the documentation requested. Because some of 
the documents are rather large, we have only been able to finalise English translation the documents 
1.b, 1.c, 1.d, 1.e (2 documents) and 1.f. The translation of relevant parts of 1.a., 1.g and 1.h will 
follow early next week as soon as we receive it from the translators.

Of those documents that have not been translated in full, I have added a Dutch version in which the 
(to be) translated parts are highlighted.

For document 1.c, the MOX permit, it was not possible to highlight the translated part. We have 
delivered you the translation of page 55., point d, which is the relevant paragraph informing us 
about the conclusions of the EIA for MOX use, and concluding that life-time extension to 2033, 
including the use of MOX, will be submitted to another procedure.

Under 1.e, additionally to the requested information to the public concerning the commencement of 
the public participation procedure of October 2012, we have also added the notification of 21 March 
2013 following the procedure of public participation, announcing the final approval and the 
possibilities for appeal. 
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Point 2.

Actual operation of the Borssele NPP beyond 40 years is depending on several decisions. 
The authorization of 18 March 2013 was the authorisation by the Minister of Economic 
Affairs to allow in principle operation of the power station to its 60th year (a 20 year life-
time extension).
This is, however, depending on an approval of the Dutch nuclear regulator (KFD) of the 
Periodic  Safety Review, which takes place every 10 year. This review is currently being 
finalised. Without this latter approval, the operation of Borssele NPP would have to be 
terminated. It has to be noted that the Dutch nuclear regulator does not foresee public 
participation concerning the potential environmental impacts for that approval.

You may consider this correspondence to be public.

Yours sincerely,

Jan Haverkamp Jorien de Lege
e: j  an.haverkamp@greenpeace.org e: jorien.de.lege@greenpeace.org
t: +48 534 236 502 t: +31 621 296 919
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